
The hills are alive with an unholy row
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Sir - I have just read Albert Smith's excellent article 'The Hills are Alive with the Sound of Arguments' ( City Life, January 13). In it he

refers to the 16 rights-of-way that Wicklow County Council have included in their County Plan.

Sir - I have just read Albert Smith's excellent article 'The Hills are Alive with the Sound of Arguments' ( City Life, January 13). In it he

refers to the 16 rights-of-way that Wicklow County Council have included in their County Plan.

Some time ago, Wicklow County Council asked me and others to suggest routes that could be included in their plan. This we did,

without receiving thanks or even acknowledgement. I have now seen the 16 routes the Council have included.

They have completely ignored our suggestions. Instead most of the proposed rights-of-way are straight lines drawn on a small-scale,

19th century map, without regard to terrain or the needs of walkers. The Council have annotated the maps with ludicrously

incorrect place names that indicate that they haven't a clue about the Wicklow mountains.

The last time the Council drew up a list of rights-of-way, they withdrew every last one of them at the first signs of a complaint from

landowners. Wicklow County Council are obviously aiming too high: they can't even fool some of the people some of the time.

David Herman,

Meadow Grove, Dublin 16

Sir - The article in the City Life supplement on Tuesday, January 13, and indeed many of the articles and editorials I have read on the

subject, seems to give a very one-sided view of the whole hill-walkers right of way issues.

The writers appear to be solely on the side of the poor unfortunate hill-walkers against the nasty old landowners. After all, how dare

the farmers presume that because they've paid for the land, and have their name on the title deeds, that it actually belongs to them

for their use alone.

The issue is not as clear-cut as this paper and others would have us believe. Walking on private land is usually considered

trespassing. In the case of farmland, there's also the issue of damage caused to crops by walkers, gates being left open for livestock

to stray, littering etc.

And while I know that the majority of hill-walkers would be responsible enough, it only takes one idiot or one deliberate vandal to

cause irreparable damage to a crop.

And what happens if a walker gets injured while on a so called 'right of way'? In this day and age a landowner who allows, or at least

doesn't disallow, walkers on his land faces public liability issues and raised insurance premiums. It's no wonder that they'd prefer to

simply keep the public away.

I'm not saying that threatening people and behaving abusively is the answer, but there's two sides to every story and both need to be

heard.

Kendra Jackson,

Harold's Cross, Dublin 6W
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EXCLUSIVE | RTÉ ignored its own payroll to understate Ryan Tubridy salary, report shows

(/news/rte-ignored-its-own-payroll-to-understate-ryan-tubridy-salary-report-shows/a159480514.html)

‘It’s all gone. We’re leaving. I have the kids’ – former Xposé presenter Peter O’Riordan’s home
destroyed in Hawaiian wildfires

(/news/its-all-gone-were-leaving-i-have-the-kids-former-xpose-presenter-peter-oriordans-home-destroyed-in-hawaiian-wildfires

/a1067978563.html)

Rose of Tralee: Meet the 2023 Roses

(https://www.independent.ie/irish-news/rose-of-tralee-meet-the-2023-roses/a3589410.html)

Dublin All-Ireland hero Hannah Tyrrell impresses fans with post-victory interview while feeding
newborn daughter

(/irish-news/dublin-all-ireland-hero-hannah-tyrrell-impresses-fans-with-post-victory-interview-while-feeding-newborn-daughter
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Dubs do the double with hero Hannah Tyrrell
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Supporters all set as hungry Kerry hoping to beat Dublin in Ladies All Ireland decider at Croke
Park
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New York City bans TikTok on government-owned devices over security concerns
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Man (30s) being treated for serious injuries following assault in Dublin city centre
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