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Clive Dunn RIP

November 7, 2012 at 10:19 pm (BBC, comedy, Rosie B, TV, war)

Clive Dunn & John Le Mesurier - Not much Cha…

Clive Dunn - 'Grandad' - Died 6 Nov 2012 Aged …

Clive Dunn was one of the remaining stragglers from the war fighting
generation.

Clive Robert Benjamin Dunn was born on January 9 1920 in London.
He was educated at Sevenoaks, where he flirted with Fascism and
joined the Black Shirts. He soon gave up the teenage political
infatuation, however, and left school at 16 to try to find work in film.
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After failing to land a job as clapperboard boy, he attended the Italia
Conti stage school in London, where he trained for his first stage part.

. . .

Called up in 1940, Dunn joined the 4th Hussars and was eventually
posted to Greece. He spent months in the Greek countryside doing his
best to avoid the enemy, but was eventually captured by a German
patrol. Dunn remembered two weeks as a prisoner near Corinth with
“thousands of starving and dysentery-ridden British, Indians and
Palestinians”. He was then transported to Austria. “We were packed
into cattle trucks like rotten sardines, smelly from diarrhoea and
dysentery, with no food, one petrol can for water and one for use as a
latrine.”

The journey took seven days. On arrival at the PoW camp the
prisoners gave the guards a list of their civilian employment. Dunn
remembered that after so long without food, 70 per cent of the 2,000
men claimed to have been butchers or cooks.

Obituary here.

Update:-  My family loved Dad’s Army but I didn’t find Clive Dunn’s Lance-
Corporal Jones funny.  His part was slapstick – running about with his bayonet
while shouting “don’t panic”.  I preferred the diffident public school Sergeant
Walker saying to Captain Mainwaring’s latest daft idea, “Do you think that’s
wise, Sir?” and the sly allusions at his relationship with Mrs Pike.  My mother
liked the gentle, daffy Godfrey and the spiv Walker. Kids at school said my dad
looked like Private “we’re all doomed” Frazer. And of course we loved the
English village cosiness – as  exotic to us as the Beverley Hillbillies.

In colour

Dad's Army - End Credits
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In black and white

Dad's Army - End Credits (Original B&W Series 1)

14 Comments

Jim Denham said,

November 7, 2012 at 11:19 pm

Though it probably went on beyond its self-by date, at its best Dad’s Army
was a superb show and sometimes quite moving.

Now that Clive Dunn has gone, I think there’s only Ian Lavender (Pt Pike),
Bill Pertwee (Warden Hodges), Frank Warren (The Vicar) and Pamela
Cundell (Mrs Fox) left from the cast.

Script-writer David Croft died last year, but I think co-writer Jimmy Perry is
still alive.

PS: What we wrote about it in 2008, on the 40th anniversary. The
comments are intersting too:
https://shirazsocialist.wordpress.com/2008/08/04/walmington-on-sea-
40-years-on/

Reply

1. 

Robin Carmody said,

2. 
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November 8, 2012 at 2:25 am

Frank *Williams*, not Frank Warren. He’s someone different entirely …

Clive Dunn was a staunch socialist, of course, and had many arguments
with Arthur Lowe; I can never watch the episode ‘Man of Action’, in which
Mainwaring declares martial law, because it was made in 1974 and I can’t
help fearing that for Lowe – who according to Dunn said “why don’t they
just shoot them?” when discussing the miners’ strike early that year – it
would have been a form of wishful thinking.

And re. that (heartbreaking) Orwell quote in the previous post, there’s that
wonderful exchange in the last series, implicitly set later in the war, where
Mainwaring says something like “things will be different after the war –
people will have to work for their privileges”, Wilson replies “oh, I didn’t
know you were a socialist” and Mainwaring glares “how dare you?”. People
who’d never have seen themselves as socialists voting for socialism was
essentially what 1945 was all about, but I can never forget that the episode
was made in 1977 when everything was up for grabs again, and part of the
programme’s audience would have been petrified that radical socialism
rather than neoliberalism might come out on top and own the future …

Reply

Mike Killingworth said,

November 8, 2012 at 8:28 am

I don’t know about Clive Dun’s politics, but Arthur Lowe was a
socialist. Unlike Mainwaring, who is perhaps who you meant, Robin…

Reply

Roger McCarthy (@RF_McCarthy) said,

November 8, 2012 at 12:17 pm

The Palestinians in Dunn’s POW camp were of course Palestinian Jews of
whom 1,700 were left behind on the beach at Calamata by the British to be
captured.

As they were ‘only’ pioneer companies (at this stage the British were still
refusing to allow proper Jewish combat units) the Jews seem to have been
given the very lowest priority for evacuation – which is IMO one of the

3. 
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most shameful episodes of that disastrously mishandled campaign

They were however wearing British uniforms so as far as I can tell were
covered by the Geneva Convention and seem to have mostly survived the
war (although given that all British other ranks were quite legally subject
to forced labour – something which you’d hardly know from all those old
POW camp movies which almost exclusively are about officers – their
experience of captivity would have been a pretty grim one).

Interestingly while there are multiple sites dedicated to the Jewish Brigade
Group that was formed later and fought in Italy the only one I can see that
has anything much to say about the Palestinian Pioneers is this one:

http://www.jwmww2.org/show_item.asp?itemId=1412&levelId=65039&
itemType=0

Reply

Jim Denham said,

November 8, 2012 at 1:48 pm

What the hell paul wey’s incoherent sub-Stalinist (“many russians regret
losing the stabilising influence of communism”), and antisemitic drivel
(“we must also ensure israel is broken up…and declared an illegal state”)
has to with this thread I do not know.

Re: Dunn’s socialism and Lowe’s Toryism:

According to today’s Graun, “A socialist, he [Dunn] had occasional off-air
clashes with Arthue Lowe…(who)…was an active Conservative and when
Dunn was awarded an OBE, Lowe said he would accept only a higher
honour from the Queen.”

Reply

4. 

Robin Carmody said,

November 8, 2012 at 9:27 pm

Can someone please ban the semi-literate (hoaxer?) “paul wey”. Creepy.

Reply

5. 

Clive Dunn RIP | Shiraz Socialist file:///home/qwerty/Downloads/Clive Dunn RIP Sh...

5 of 15 08/16/2023 08:43 PM



Jim Denham said,

November 9, 2012 at 9:07 pm

Thanks, Rosie for removing the horrible “Grandad” clip.
… Oh Christ! It’s come back again!

Reply

6. 

メンズファッション 激安 said,

September 18, 2013 at 12:56 am

みんなそうしているのだと思います。私は切り取ってスクラップブックに保存しています。.
えっと雑誌について触れておきますと、.

Reply

7. 

wikifreaks said,

December 3, 2021 at 12:03 pm

Click to access File:WIKISHEETA2.pdf

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:WIKISHEETA

Reply

8. 

Clive said,

December 25, 2021 at 1:47 am

interesting

Reply

9. 

wikileaks said,

10. 
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December 25, 2021 at 1:54 am

Albert Smith irish Independent Journalist appears in Gorings Biography
describing the publication as a “good offering” yet despite this and the fact
the books author was sentenced as a nazi and fined 2.5 million for the
production he is still a member of the National Union of
Journalists….bizzare beyond belief.Owen exposed Grove MP with the same
book authors on facebook.This case (below) mentioned on this site is
evidence and is PROVED to readers that the internet is not addressing
REAL issues.Here is the NUJ the pillar stone of the British press protecting
racists and allowing them NUJ membership what do our readers think of
all this??

lets start right from the begining so our readers dont get ED >>>
CHARGED,The clinton Foundation is partially CIA oriented, lots of
evidence,now Big Bills bezzy number 1 mate in ireland is Dennis O Brien
richest dude of all and he owns a pro CIA outlet known as the Irish
Independent Newspaper.In the book Clinton cash Obrien is exposed as
giving cash gifts to Clinton.Dennis Obrien is therefore known to the CIA as
a clandestine member of the foundation, go check out his rewarded
telephone contracts with far away countries and how he obtains them and
where all the data and recorded calls go to!!/Albert Smith is still paid
weekly by Obriens newspaper (yandex hackerz found his not so secret
accounts).Smith is a racist that appears in the digital version of Gorings
Biography descibing the book as a good offering (sick desturbed person)
despite this Smith is still a member in the National Union of
Journalists.Smith carries and uses weapons and jumped a writer
destroying in the process his laptop hard drive which at the time had 130
or so bitcoins in it which where cheap enough to buy then!!the writer was
exposing the irish independent newspaper involvement with GCOC
bugging affair with his laptop( his articles can still be found online with
there coresponding dated codes and blots) when he was ambushed for no
good reason by smith an irish independent sub editor who in a fit of rage
grabbed and smashed his equipment on the anniversay date of martin
luther kings death..say no more PROVEN..

Reply

wikileaks said,

December 25, 2021 at 1:56 am

Albert Smith irish Independent Journalist appears in Gorings Biography
describing the publication as a “good offering” yet despite this and the fact
the books author was sentenced as a nazi and fined 2.5 million for the

11. 
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production he is still a member of the National Union of
Journalists….bizzare beyond belief.Owen exposed Grove MP with the same
book authors on facebook.This case (below) mentioned on this site is
evidence and is PROVED to readers that the internet is not addressing
REAL issues.Here is the NUJ the pillar stone of the British press protecting
racists and allowing them NUJ membership what do our readers think of
all this??

Reply

wikifreaks said,

December 25, 2021 at 2:15 am

Albert Smith Irish independent Journalist and alleged owner of parpoint
publishing admitted in a court case under duress that he assaulted a
person over an alleged “litter” incident in which a laptop hard drive was
destroyed.A neighbour was filmed and taped on camera admitting that he
heard Smith screaming at a person during the assault.The reason we
belive Smith admitted in court an incident occured was because The police
themselves had access to the film along with a statement and he also knew
his neighbor had turned states on him.

That said and done a number of issues remain to this day that are points of
evidence the first and most important are the failings in court by the Judge
and police to administrate legal proceedings against Smith for assault and
destruction of a hard drive.In law should a person admit to an offense in
court it does not make them imune to prosecution, Sergeant John
Heraughty who was present at the hearing questioned Smith prior to the
hearing who initially denied an assault ever took place and the Judge had
the affadavit and film evidence to hand at the hearing.Sergeant john
heraughty within law should have stood up in court and stated clearly to
the Judge at the point when Smith admitted the incident occured that
Smith had lied to him prior to the hearing in stating to him personally
there was no incident, however for what ever reason Sergeant Heraughty
remained silent in court about his own personal questioning of the matter
and subsequently purposely did not provide prosecutable evidence against
Smith in court which can be classified as a federal offense in the US.As for
the Judge we question as to why he did not immedietly detain and hold
smith for admitting to committing a criminal offense during court
proceedings that of the criminal offense of liening to a police officer.

Reply

12. 

13. 
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Pat said,

December 25, 2021 at 2:16 am

Good legal statement

Reply

Leave a Reply
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