
Delta Frequent Flyer Miles Explained: 
Earn, Redeem & Save 

 

Delta Air Lines offers its frequent-flyer loyalty program, SkyMiles, which allows members to earn 
miles through eligible flights, partner activities, credit-card spending, hotels, car rentals, and 
other qualifying purchases. Understanding delta air frequent flyer miles can help travelers 
learn how to accumulate rewards and use them toward future travel. 

What Are Delta Frequent Flyer Miles? 
Delta frequent flyer miles are rewards earned through the SkyMiles program. Members can use 
their miles for eligible travel, upgrades, and other redemption options. Delta states that SkyMiles 
do not expire, allowing members to save their balance for future use. 

The number of miles earned depends on the type of activity, fare or experience purchased, 
membership status, and applicable program rules. 

How to Earn Delta Air Frequent Flyer Miles 
There are several ways to earn delta air frequent flyer miles. 

https://www.esyflyhub.com/blog/what-is-delta-airlines-skymiles-program


1. Fly With Delta 

SkyMiles members can earn miles on eligible Delta-marketed flights. Delta currently states that 
members earn different mileage rates depending on the travel experience purchased. For 
example, eligible Classic or Refundable experiences earn 5 miles per dollar, while Extra earns 7 
miles per dollar. Delta Main Basic tickets do not earn miles. 

To receive mileage credit, make sure your SkyMiles number is included in the reservation. 

2. Reach Medallion Status 

Members with Delta Medallion status can earn additional miles on eligible Delta-marketed 
flights. Current mileage rates vary by tier, with Silver, Gold, Platinum, and Diamond Medallion 
members receiving higher earning rates than general members. 

3. Use Delta SkyMiles American Express Cards 

Eligible Delta SkyMiles American Express Card purchases can provide additional opportunities 
to earn miles. The earning rate depends on the particular card and type of purchase. 

Before applying for a card, travelers should review the current annual fee, earning structure, 
benefits, and terms. 

4. Earn With Partners 

SkyMiles members can also earn miles through participating airline, hotel, car-rental, shopping, 
dining, and other partners. Delta currently lists more than 20 airline partners for mileage 
earning. 

Partner earning rules can vary, so check the applicable conditions before making a booking. 

How to Redeem Delta Frequent Flyer Miles 
One of the main uses for delta air frequent flyer miles is award travel. Delta allows members to 
redeem miles for flights to more than 1,000 destinations with Delta and participating partners. 

To search for an award flight: 

1.​ Visit Delta's website or open the Fly Delta app. 
2.​ Select the option to book using miles. 
3.​ Enter your destination and travel dates. 
4.​ Compare available award flights. 
5.​ Select an itinerary. 
6.​ Review applicable taxes and fees. 
7.​ Complete the booking. 



Award prices and availability can vary according to the flight, destination, dates, and available 
inventory. 

Other Ways to Use Miles 
Delta SkyMiles can provide redemption options beyond standard award flights. Depending on 
eligibility and current program rules, members can use miles toward options such as Delta 
Vacations, seat upgrades, and certain checked-bag fees. 

Delta also offers a Pay with Miles option for eligible cardholders. Delta states that eligible 
redemptions generally use 5,000-mile increments, with 5,000 miles generally providing $50 
toward eligible airfare, subject to the program's terms. 

Tips for Saving and Using Miles 
Travelers can make their mileage strategy easier by comparing different travel dates before 
booking. Award availability and mileage requirements can change, so checking multiple dates 
may reveal different options. 

Other useful practices include: 

●​ Keep your SkyMiles number attached to eligible reservations. 
●​ Review your account activity regularly. 
●​ Compare award prices before redeeming miles. 
●​ Check partner earning rules before booking. 
●​ Watch for Delta SkyMiles Award Deals. 
●​ Review taxes and fees before confirming an award. 
●​ Check current program terms before making major redemption decisions. 

Delta also publishes SkyMiles Award Deals, where selected award-travel offers are highlighted 
and availability can change. 

Do Delta Miles Expire? 
According to Delta's current SkyMiles information, miles do not expire. This means members 
can retain their mileage balance for future eligible redemptions rather than needing to use miles 
within a fixed expiration period. 

However, members should still monitor their account and review current SkyMiles terms 
because program rules and redemption options can change. 

Final Thoughts 



Delta air frequent flyer miles can be earned through eligible Delta flights, airline partners, Delta 
SkyMiles American Express Cards, hotels, car rentals, and other participating activities. 
Members can then use their miles for eligible award travel and additional redemption options. 

The key to managing SkyMiles is understanding how miles are earned, checking the conditions 
attached to each activity, and comparing redemption options before booking. Since earning 
rates, award availability, and program benefits can change, travelers should review Delta's 
current SkyMiles terms when planning their next trip. 
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