
Window shopping in London is not like browsing for a sofa. You are buying a building component that needs to manage
heat, light, air, rain, condensation, noise, and security through four seasons that can swing from lake-effect snow to July
humidity. The longer I have worked with homeowners in Southwestern Ontario, the more I have learned that smart
comparisons hinge on two parallel tracks: quantifiable performance that matches our climate, and the realities of supply,
installation, and service in this region. When you weigh both with a clear method, the right choice becomes much easier.

Start with the London context

London sits in a heating-dominated climate with substantial shoulder seasons. Most houses lose energy through windows
in winter, then battle solar gain on bright summer afternoons. In older neighbourhoods like Old North and Old South, you
often see wood frames in full brick openings, sometimes with settling that has nudged sills out of level. Post-1990
subdivisions lean toward vinyl windows in 2 by 6 walls with insulated sheathing. These details matter because your
replacement strategy, not just the product brand, determines comfort and cost.

Local installation crews work year round, but supply chains and lead times change with season. In spring and fall, the
quote to install window replacement London Ontario wide can stretch from 6 to 10 weeks. Winter installs are common
here, but they demand care: staged room-by-room work, temporary barriers, and attention to sealants that cure properly
in cold.

I mention all this up front because performance numbers alone will not save a bad installation, and price numbers alone
will not fix a product that is poorly matched to your house.



The performance metrics that actually affect comfort and bills

If you want an apples-to-apples comparison, focus on four primary metrics. You will see them on Energy Star and NFRC
labels, or in Canadian product data.

U-factor measures heat flow. Lower is better. For London Ontario windows, a whole-window U-factor around 1.2
W/m²·K or 0.21 Btu/h·ft²·F signals a high performing double or mid-tier triple pane. Many stock double-pane units land
closer to 1.6 to 1.8 W/m²·K, which may still be fine if budgets are tight, but you will feel the difference on a January
night.

Solar Heat Gain Coefficient, or SHGC, tells you how much solar energy gets in. Lower numbers cut overheating. South
and west exposures near little shade may benefit from SHGC in the 0.25 to 0.35 range with low-e coatings tuned to reject
summer heat. On north walls where winter sun is weak, a higher SHGC can help with passive gain. The right number
depends on orientation and mccallumaluminum.on.ca window and door replacement london shading, not a one-size-fits-
all rule.

Air leakage ratings show how drafty a unit is at a set pressure. Casement and awning windows usually beat sliders and
single hungs here because their compression seals lock up tight. If your current house feels drafty even when windows
are closed, upgrade design first, not just glass.

Condensation resistance is often ignored until the first cold snap fogs your view. It blends frame and glass factors into a
number. Triple-pane glass, warm-edge spacers, and deeper frames raise the score. If your home runs humid in winter or
you like to keep relative humidity above 35 percent, prioritize this.

I have visited houses where two windows with similar U-factors felt completely different. One was a crank-out casement
with triple-pane glass and a solid weatherstrip. The other was a double slider with the same glass but visible bypass at the
interlock on a windy day. The label did not capture the everyday draft control. Keep design and seals in mind.

Frame materials and build quality

Vinyl, fibreglass, and wood-clad dominate the London market. Each brings trade-offs that are easier to evaluate when
you handle a sample and look at section cuts.

Vinyl remains the price leader. In reputable brands, multi-chamber frames with internal reinforcements do well in our
climate. Look at sash corners for clean welds, brush seals that are dense and continuous, and heavy hardware backers at
the locking points. Budget vinyl with thin walls can bow slightly during dark summer sun, which shows up later as
harder cranking or uneven seals.

Fibreglass costs more, typically 15 to 30 percent above comparable vinyl, but it is stiff, low expansion, and often carries
factory-applied paint that holds colour. If you have large expanses or want slimmer frames for more glass, fibreglass
earns its keep. Installers like it because it stays square in the opening, which reduces call-backs.

Wood-clad gives you a warm interior and an exterior skin of aluminum or fibreglass. Price ranges vary widely by brand
and options. Wood demands attention to drainage paths and capillary breaks during window installation London Ontario
wide because wet seasons can load sills. I usually recommend head flashing that tucks well behind the cladding and over
the brickmould with a clear slope out. When wood is detailed right, it is durable. When it is not, moisture finds the path
of least resistance.

Hardware and balances deserve a glance. On casements, a dual-arm operator with a stainless steel track wears better over
time than a single arm. On double hungs, look for constant force or robust coil balances that match the sash weight. You
will feel the difference after a few Ottawa Valley gusts roll through and you slam a unit shut.

Glass packages: double, triple, and coatings that matter

Double-pane with one low-e layer and argon fill is the entry point. Triple-pane raises insulation, quiets the house, and
bumps condensation resistance. In a typical London detached, triple-pane on the north and west sides can drop
wintertime radiant chill enough that you stop reaching for a throw blanket on the sofa. It is not just about bills, it is about
comfort a meter away from the glass.

Coatings come in flavors. Low-e 180, 272, 366, and similar designations signal different solar gains and emissivities. A
popular setup in our area is a low SHGC coating for west and south, and a higher gain coating for north. Some
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manufacturers mix this by elevation at no extra cost. Ask for the exact SHGC numbers for each glass package on your
quote, not just a brand name for the coating.

Spacers separate the panes. Warm-edge materials, often stainless or composite, cut down the cold ring at the perimeter,
which reduces condensation in February. Aluminum spacers are cheaper but colder. When you see a warm edge spec, you
will also see a small boost in the condensation rating.

Gas fill matters, but not as much as you might think. Argon is standard and cost effective. Krypton shows up in narrow
cavities, often in high-end triples. The incremental performance bump rarely justifies the cost in standard thickness units
unless you are chasing a certification like Passive House.

Design choices that move the needle

Operable style changes cost and performance more than most people expect.

Casement and awning windows usually deliver the best air seal. If you have wide openings, one large casement puts a lot
of torque on hardware. Splitting into two narrower casements shares the load and reduces long-term sag. On narrow
openings, a single casement with a multi-point lock is a workhorse.

Sliders and double hungs ventilate easily and look familiar in older homes, but they leak more air by design. If you must
use them, upgrade weatherstripping density and ensure the interlock is engineered, not just a light clip.

Fixed units offer excellent performance at lower cost. In rooms with multiple windows, consider replacing one or two
with fixed lites to pull budget into higher performance on the operables you actually use.

Grilles and divided lites affect energy a little and price a lot. Internal grilles add minimal weight. Simulated divided lites
with exterior bars look great but add cost and create more edges inside the glass, which can cool slightly. In brick
Victorian streetscapes, I still use them to match character, but I explain the trade.

Tinted or reflective coatings can cut glare on big west windows. Use sparingly and only after measuring how much
afternoon gain you battle. Once installed, you cannot turn a dark tint back into clear glass.

Installation method is half the battle

On most quotes you will see two approaches: retrofit insert and full-frame replacement.

Retrofit insert fits a new unit into the existing frame, then caps the exterior with aluminum. It reduces disturbance to trim
and masonry and costs less. The catch, especially in older wood frames, is that you keep any hidden rot, and you lose a
bit of visible glass area due to the insert frame inside the old jamb.

Full-frame replacement strips the opening to the rough stud or masonry. It lets you inspect and correct water entry, re-
flash, and insulate the cavity properly. It costs more and disturbs finishes, but in houses with previous leaks or spongy
sills it is the only sound path. In brick, pay attention to how the new brickmould or subsill sets and how the new head
flashing steps behind the weather barrier.

In London subdivisions with vinyl windows in good shape but failing seals, a well executed retrofit can be the right call.
In 1920s homes with cracked sills and evidence of past storms pushing water in at the head, full-frame is worth the added
spend. I have opened more than one “good looking” frame to find blackened sheathing and no sill pan. Retrofits would
have trapped that story for another decade.

Sealants and insulation separate good from great. Low-expansion foam around the perimeter must be continuous, not
dabbed. Backer rod and high-quality exterior sealant should bridge from window flange or frame to the cladding, with a
shaped bead that sheds water. On the interior, a dedicated air seal before trim stops interior moisture from driving into the
cavity on cold days.

Standards exist to guide this work. Many reputable crews align with CSA A440 installation guidance and follow
manufacturer instructions for shimming and fastening patterns. Ask to see a sample of their flashing approach, not just a
verbal promise.

What things really cost in the London market



Prices swing by house, product, and season, but consistent bands appear in quotes I see across the city.

For a typical vinyl retrofit insert with double-pane low-e glass, small to medium sizes, expect roughly 700 to 1,200
dollars per opening, installed. Full-frame vinyl with new interior and exterior trim raises that to about 1,200 to 2,000
dollars. Triple-pane usually adds 10 to 20 percent over the same model.

Fibreglass frames add another 15 to 30 percent on top of vinyl. Wood-clad varies with brand, but a common range is
1,800 to 3,000 dollars for a full-frame average size unit, and more with custom colours or divided lites.

Special shapes, bays, or bows move fast. A new bay window, including structural support and insulated seat, commonly
lands between 4,000 and 8,000 dollars, sometimes higher if you are relocating heat registers or finishing hardwood seats.

Sliding patio doors often run 2,000 to 4,000 dollars for quality vinyl or fibreglass, with triple-pane and blinds-in-glass
adding to that. If you shift to a garden door with hinges, plan on more labour to flash and trim the new swing action
properly.

Local shops know these bands. If a quote falls far outside without a clear reason, press on the details.

Reading quotes without getting lost

Quotes should list model names, glass specs, sizes, and installation method. The best ones mark each opening with a
drawing or a room label, and they separate product cost from installation so you see where money goes. If you are
comparing window replacement London quotes from three firms, try to normalize at least one or two sample windows
across them and compare on the same assumptions.

The warranty language tells stories too. Product warranties on vinyl and fibreglass frames often run limited lifetime for
the original owner, with 10 to 20 years on sealed glass units. Labour warranties vary from 2 to 10 years. A longer labour
term is only good if the company will be around and responsive. I look for clarity on how service is scheduled, what is
considered normal adjustment in the first year, and who pays if a manufacturer ships a part but the installer must make
three visits to diagnose and fix.

Lead time belongs on the quote. A promise of “about a month” is not a schedule. Reputable firms state current production
windows, typically 6 to 10 weeks in spring, faster off season. If timing matters, ask whether the supplier builds locally or
in another province, and how that has affected delivery during past spikes.

Energy ratings, labels, and what to verify

Energy Star certification in Canada is a useful filter. It indicates baseline efficiency and independent testing. Labels from
NFRC and NAFS provide U-factor, SHGC, visible transmittance, and structural and water ratings. For London’s mix of
winter wind and spring storms, a decent design pressure rating and water penetration rating matter for multi-story
exposures.

If you see both metric and imperial U-factors, double check you are comparing the same unit. Whole-window U-factors,
not center-of-glass values, are the fair comparison. The latter can look impressively low while ignoring frame effects you
will live with.

Look for CSA and NAFS references that match the installation conditions. A unit tested as a fixed window will not
perform like a slider, so make sure the test listing is for the exact style you are buying.

Government and utility rebates in Ontario have shifted in recent years. Programs come and go, and criteria change.
Before you sign, check current Enbridge or federal offerings and whether your installer is registered to submit. If a quote
hinges on a rebate, ask what price you will pay if the program changes mid-project, and get that in writing.

The installer is as important as the brand
You could pick the best glass package in the province and still end up with drafts if the crew rushes shimming or skips
head flashing. I have seen tidy product paired with lazy finishing, and the house tells on that when the first nor’easter
rolls through.

Reputation helps, but focus on specifics. Who supervises the crew that shows up at your door, how many projects they
run at once, and how they protect your floors and landscaping. In brick veneer homes, ask what they do when the



opening is out of square by more than 8 millimetres, which is common in older stock. Good crews have a standard
approach for uneven masonry, sometimes including custom tapered returns or pre-fabbed aluminum extensions.

Communication style predicts the job experience. Installers who sketch details, label windows clearly, and flag any
surprises during tear-out usually deliver a project you forget about because everything simply works.

Two short tools to make comparison easier

Five specs to match across quotes:

Whole-window U-factor and SHGC values for each elevation you are comparing

Operable style and hardware type on each opening

Glass makeup, including pane count, low-e type, spacer, and gas

Installation method, flashing approach, and insulation materials

Warranty terms for product, glass seal, and labour, with durations in writing

Five questions to ask before you sign:

Can I see a cutaway of the frame and a sample corner weld or joinery

How do you flash heads and sills on brick, and may I see photos from recent jobs

Who performs service if a sash leaks in year three, and how fast do you respond

What are the exact lead times from order to installation in this season

If we uncover rot, what is your per-foot or per-hour rate to remediate and re-flash

Keep those two lists handy. They are short by design, and they cut through most of the noise.

Case notes from local projects

A brick bungalow in Northridge had a perennial draft in the living room despite two “newer” sliders. The quote they
chose five years earlier saved a few hundred dollars by keeping sliders in a west-facing wall that caught evening winds.
We switched to two casements with multi-point locks, triple-pane on that elevation only, and left the rest of the house as
double-pane casements. The bill was about 18 percent higher than a straight slider swap, but the homeowner reported the
room felt 3 to 4 degrees warmer at the sofa in winter evenings without changing the thermostat.

In a 1970s two-story near Masonville, a bay window had a decayed seat and hidden water entry at the head, covered by
aluminum capping. A retrofit would have been cheaper, but the moisture path would have remained. Full-frame
replacement with new head flashing tucked behind the building paper, a pre-formed sill pan, and a fibreglass unit solved
both the structure and the comfort. That job ran about 6,200 dollars all in, and two winters later the wood flooring near
the bay showed no cupping, a small sign that humidity was no longer pooling at the cold edge.

A condo townhouse near White Oaks had height restrictions for egress in bedrooms. The resident wanted sound control
over the parking lot more than anything. We chose triple-pane with asymmetric glass thickness on the bedroom side only,
and left the rest of the unit double-pane to manage costs. The asymmetric laminate stopped a chunk of low-frequency tire
noise that standard triple-pane would not have addressed as well. Egress rules stayed satisfied because we maintained
clear opening sizes with casement operators.

These are small examples, but they show the pattern. Match the design to the problem, not the other way around.

How to fold doors into the plan
Many London homeowners tackle doors in the same project. From an energy and comfort standpoint, it is efficient, since
trim and capping crews are already on site. For london windows and doors installed together, check that sills align with
flooring and that thresholds meet accessibility and water management. On brick veneer, a sill pan under a new door is not
optional. Patio doors benefit from the same glass decisions as windows, including SHGC tuning on west and south.



Swinging garden doors need careful weatherstripping at the meeting stile. I have seen too many with a fine-looking
astragal that leaks in crosswinds. Upgrading the sweep and adjusting the hinge compression after the first season as the
house settles can prevent a summer of mosquitoes finding their way in.

How to plan your budget and phase work

If the house needs a full re-glaze but your budget requires phasing, do not pick windows randomly. Group by exposure
and by install complexity. For example, tackle the worst weather wall first, often west or north, then bedrooms for
comfort and quiet, then decorative shapes last. Projects that start with easy shapes in the kitchen and leave the windward
wall for last often burn budget on cosmetics while drafts remain.

If you plan to re-side or re-brick within five years, coordinate. Installing windows to the future plane of cladding saves
rework. Many installers in window installation London Ontario projects work directly with siding crews to set proper
flange depths and trims. Tell your window contractor your exterior plans so they set the right jamb extensions and do not
trap you into reveal sizes that will look off later.

Where to find value without cutting corners

Brands get attention, but feature selection is where value hides. A high performance vinyl casement with triple-pane on
just the cold exposures will usually beat a mid-range fibreglass double-pane across the whole house for both comfort and
bills, at a lower total cost. Fixed units strategically used can free budget to upgrade operables. Careful SHGC selection
for west and south saves more in summer comfort than you might expect.

If you are tempted by a rock-bottom quote, hold it next to your checklists. Often the low number quietly assumes retrofit
where full-frame is justified, or swaps casements for sliders. Sometimes it omits head flashing or uses painter’s caulk
where a high-grade exterior sealant belongs. A fair price paired with careful details will beat a cheap job that needs
revisiting in year three.

Bringing it all together

Comparing london ontario windows is not just a spreadsheet exercise. It is a house-by-house judgment call that weighs
climate, orientation, build quality, and crew craft. Use performance metrics to narrow real contenders. Match operable
styles to exposures and noise needs. Make sure the installation method solves any hidden water paths. Read quotes for
substance, not just logo lists, and confirm who stands behind the work when the calendar hits year five.

Whether you search for window replacement London Ontario providers or broader london windows and doors firms, you
will find plenty of options. The right partner will not push a single solution. They will ask about your rooms, sit in the
chair by your cold window, look at your brick, and show you a plan that balances numbers, comfort, and budget. That is
how you avoid paying twice for the same square holes in your walls.
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McCallum Aluminum Ltd is a community-oriented window and door installation company serving London ON.

For door installation in London, Ontario, contact McCallum Aluminum Ltd at (519) 433-4223 or visit
https://mccallumaluminum.on.ca/.

McCallum Aluminum Ltd provides expert exterior renovation help for windows, helping homeowners improve home
value across the local area.

To find McCallum Aluminum Ltd on Google Maps, use: https://www.google.com/maps?cid=10246687099425416717.

Looking for a quality-driven installer near you? Call (519) 433-4223 and learn more at https://mccallumaluminum.on.ca/.

Popular Questions About McCallum Aluminum Ltd

What does McCallum Aluminum Ltd specialize in?
McCallum Aluminum Ltd specializes in residential window and exterior door installation and replacement in London,
Ontario and surrounding areas.

Where is McCallum Aluminum Ltd located?
3392 Wonderland Rd S, London, ON N6L 1A8, Canada. Google Maps: https://www.google.com/maps?
cid=10246687099425416717

What areas do you serve?
McCallum Aluminum Ltd serves London, Ontario and surrounding communities in Southwestern Ontario.

What are the business hours?
Monday–Friday: 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM. Saturday–Sunday: Closed.

How do I request a quote or estimate?
Call +1 (519) 433-4223 or visit https://mccallumaluminum.on.ca/ and use the contact form.

Do you install patio doors and entry doors?
Yes — McCallum Aluminum Ltd installs exterior entry doors and sliding patio door systems, along with replacement
windows.

How can I contact McCallum Aluminum Ltd?
Phone: +1 (519) 433-4223
Email: inquiries@mccallumaluminum.on.ca
Website: https://mccallumaluminum.on.ca/
Google Maps: https://www.google.com/maps?cid=10246687099425416717
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/mccallumaluminum/

tel:+15194334223
tel:+15194334223
mailto:inquiries@mccallumaluminum.on.ca


Landmarks Near London, Ontario

1) Victoria Park — Visiting downtown? Consider reaching out to McCallum Aluminum Ltd for window and door
installation.

2) Budweiser Gardens — Nearby homeowners can connect with McCallum Aluminum Ltd for exterior upgrades.

3) Covent Garden Market — In the core? Ask about window and door replacement options.

4) Museum London — Proud to serve local neighborhoods around London’s cultural hub.

5) Springbank Park — Enjoy the park and consider improving your home’s comfort with new windows and doors.

6) Western University — Serving homeowners and families across the London area.

7) Harris Park — Local service for nearby communities throughout London and surrounding area.

8) Banting House National Historic Site — A London landmark near homes that can benefit from exterior upgrades.

9) Fanshawe Conservation Area — Serving London and nearby communities with professional installation.

10) Masonville Place — In North London? McCallum Aluminum Ltd supports window and door projects across the
region.
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