People call me after a crash on [-25, a fall on a slick restaurant floor in LoDo, or a dog bite at a neighborhood
park with the same threshold question: do | have a case? The law answers with elements and deadlines. Real life
complicates it with medical questions, insurance tactics, and the facts no one wrote down at the scene. This Q&A
unpacks the decision points | walk through in my Denver practice, from fault and evidence to Colorado’s damage
caps and statutes of limitation. Along the way, | will flag local rules that trip people up and share a few lived-in

tips that can protect your claim before you ever speak with a personal injury attorney.

What turns an unfortunate event into a viable personal injury case?

At its core, a personal injury claim asks for compensation because someone’s wrongful conduct caused you harm.
In Colorado, that usually means proving negligence. You must establish that the other party owed you a duty,
they breached it, their breach caused your injuries, and you suffered compensable damages. Those words have
more flex than they seem. A duty can flow from many places: a driver must follow traffic laws, a store must keep
aisles reasonably safe, a landlord must maintain common areas, a dog owner must control an animal known to

bite. Breach covers everything from texting through a light to mopping without a warning sign.

Causation and damages are where many cases rise or fall. You need to connect the dots from the negligent act to
specific harm: a torn meniscus that needed arthroscopy, a concussion that kept you off work, anxiety every time
you approach an intersection. If you left the scene, refused evaluation, and waited a month to see a doctor,

expect the insurer to argue your pain came from something else. It is not fatal, but it raises hurdles we have to

clear with medical opinions and consistent treatment records.

What about fault if | might be partly to blame?

Colorado follows modified comparative negligence. If you are 50 percent or more at fault, you cannot recover. If
you are less than 50 percent at fault, your recovery is reduced by your percentage. Picture a T-bone crash at
Speer and Champa. The other driver ran a red. You rolled a few feet past the line while adjusting your radio. A
jury could assign you 10 percent fault for inattention. A 100,000 dollar verdict becomes 90,000 dollars. This

system makes the assignment of fault a battleground. It is common for insurers to stretch to find your share of



blame, even in rear-end collisions. A good Denver personal injury lawyer will collect camera footage, 911 audio,

and witness statements early to lock down the narrative.

One nuance worth noting in our courts: jurors in Denver County bring city driving experience. They have seen
phantom cyclists in blind spots and know that lane changes on the Sixth Avenue freeway can be abrupt. That

context helps, but it does not excuse clear rule violations. Evidence still matters most.

How do | know whether my injuries are serious enough?

Severity is not a checkbox. | have resolved strong cases for clients with a few months of physical therapy and no
surgery, and | have declined weak cases with big hospital bills where the collision likely did not cause the alleged
harm. What matters is medical documentation and credibility. Doctors do not write notes for lawyers. They chart
complaints, observations, test results, and a treatment plan. When those records show a clean progression from

mechanism of injury to diagnosis to treatment to residual symptoms, insurers take notice.

Preexisting conditions complicate, but do not kill, claims. Colorado follows the eggshell plaintiff rule: defendants
take you as they find you. If a low-speed crash aggravates a prior back problem, the negligent driver is
responsible for the exacerbation. The measure is the difference between your before-and-after. That is where old
records help. If you had no back treatment for years before the crash, an adjuster’s “degeneration” argument

loses steam.

What compensation is available in Colorado?

Damages break into two broad categories. Economic damages cover quantifiable losses: medical bills, future care
costs, lost wages, loss of earning capacity, household help you had to hire. Non-economic damages compensate
for pain, loss of enjoyment of life, inconvenience, and emotional distress. Colorado law caps many non-economic
damages, and those caps are periodically adjusted for inflation. As a general reference point, the cap in standard
injury cases has been in the mid six figures, with a higher ceiling possible in certain situations if supported by
strong evidence. Medical malpractice has its own limits and rules. Because the figures change, a personal injury

attorney should verify the current numbers before valuing a case.

Punitive damages are rare. They are intended to punish and deter fraud, malice, or willful and wanton conduct.

Drunk driving can open the door, but Colorado limits punitive awards, often to an amount equal to the



compensatory damages unless the defendant’s conduct after the event justifies more.

One other cap to flag: claims against government entities. If you are hurt by a city bus or on a poorly maintained
public sidewalk, the Colorado Governmental Immunity Act imposes strict notice requirements within 182 days
and limits the amount recoverable. Miss the notice, and even a strong case can die on a technicality. If the at-
fault party is a public employee or a state contractor, do not wait to speak with a Personal Injury Lawyer Denver

personal injury lawyer.

What deadlines apply to file a claim in Colorado?

Most injury cases in Colorado must be filed in court within two years of the incident. Motor vehicle collisions
have a three-year statute of limitations. Wrongful death is generally two years, with narrow exceptions. Medical
malpractice has a two-year period that can be extended by the discovery rule if the injury was not and could not
reasonably have been discovered right away, but even then there are outer limits. Premises liability typically
follows the two-year period. These are high-level guideposts. There are exceptions, tolling provisions, and shorter
deadlines for government-related claims. It is not enough to open an insurance claim before the deadline. You

must either resolve it or file a lawsuit to preserve your rights.

Does insurance coverage limit what | can recover?

Insurance often frames the practical ceiling of a case, at least in the short term. Colorado requires drivers to carry
minimum limits of 25,000 dollars per person and 50,000 dollars per accident for bodily injury, plus 15,000 dollars
for property damage. Those numbers do not go far when a crash results in surgery or extended rehabilitation.
After a serious collision, many cases become a hunt for additional layers of coverage: the at-fault driver's
umbrella policy, the employer's commercial policy if the driver was on the job, permissive user coverage on the
vehicle, and your own uninsured or underinsured motorist coverage. Colorado requires carriers to offer UM/UIM
in the same amount as your liability limits unless you reject it in writing. That coverage often makes a crucial

difference.

Similarly, in premises cases, we look beyond the storefront sign. The property owner and the tenant may have
separate policies. A national brand may carry risk management coverage that responds to incidents at a local
franchise. Effective accident attorneys follow the paper trail and do not assume the first adjuster they speak to

holds the only purse.

What if there is a liability waiver?

Ski passes, gym memberships, trampoline parks, and some recreational activities present liability waivers as a
condition of entry. Colorado enforces many express waivers for ordinary negligence, particularly in recreational
contexts, but the analysis is fact specific. Courts look at the clarity of the waiver, the bargaining power of the
parties, the type of service, and public policy. Waivers do not protect against willful and wanton conduct. Children
introduce additional rules because parents cannot always waive a child’s claims. The Colorado Ski Safety Act and
Passenger Tramway Safety Board regulations layer on unique duties and defenses for ski areas. A waiver is a
speed bump, not always a roadblock. Bring it to an attorney so it can be read against your facts, not just feared in
the abstract.

How much is my case worth?
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Value is a range, not a single number, and even that range moves as facts develop. On day one, we can project
based on mechanism of injury, early medical findings, and insurance limits. Over time, treatment response,
imaging results, and physician opinions narrow the range. Strong cases can exceed policy limits. When presented
with a thorough, time-limited demand supported by records and a clear theory of liability, carriers sometimes

tender their full limits to protect their insured from bad faith exposure.

On the flip side, weak facts erode value quickly. A low-impact collision with minimal visible damage will not
automatically tank a claim, but you should expect scrutiny and a need for credible medical support. Social media
can also shave zeros off a valuation. If your public Instagram shows you hiking the Manitou Incline while your

physical therapy notes describe difficulty walking more than a block, a jury will notice, and so will the defense.

What should | do right after an accident to protect my rights?

Here is a narrow, practical checklist that | give family and friends. You do not need to memorize it. Save it on your

phone and follow it as best you can.

* Call 911 and request a report. Ask responding officers to note all complaints, even minor ones.

* Photograph vehicles, scene, skid marks, defects, lighting, and your visible injuries. Save dashcam or home

camera footage right away.
* Exchange full contact and insurance information. Get names and numbers of independent witnesses.

e Seek medical evaluation within 24 to 48 hours, even if you think you are fine. Tell providers exactly how the

injury happened.

* Notify your insurer, but do not give a recorded statement to the at-fault carrier before speaking with a

personal injury attorney.

This small set of steps preserves evidence that can be impossible to recreate a week later. In Denver, we often
pull traffic camera snapshots or locate security video from nearby businesses, but those systems routinely

overwrite within days. Quick action makes a difference.

What if | did not follow the checklist?

Most people do not. Adrenaline spikes, phones die, and life intrudes. We work with the record you have and set
about building the one you need. | have reconstructed a motorcycle crash on Colfax with nothing but two dent
patterns and a few seconds of video from a barber shop across the street. | have also fixed a premises case where
the store claimed no notice of a spill by obtaining janitorial logs that showed a gap in inspections far longer than
company policy allowed. Do not assume the absence of perfect evidence means no case. It means we need a

plan.

How do lawyers prove fault when there are no witnesses?

We triangulate. Modern vehicles carry event data recorders that store speed, brake, and throttle information
around a crash. In the right cases, we send a preservation letter and retain an accident reconstructionist to
download the data. Corner stores often have cameras aimed at the parking lot. Rideshare drivers sometimes
capture incidents on their dashcams. Denver’s 311 and traffic camera network can yield stills that place vehicles
and show light cycles. We also subpoena 911 calls, which sometimes capture spontaneous statements like “the

truck blew the red” from a passerby who never left a name.



Even before we invest in experts, simple steps help. We measure the height of bumper scratches to determine
relative ride height and direction. We map gouge marks and debris fields to identify the point of impact. The

investigation is practical and grounded in what we can prove, not what we suspect.

What role does medical documentation play?

It is the spine of your claim. Insurers and juries trust timelines backed by clinicians more than they trust
narratives. If you delay treatment, miss appointments, or stop therapy early without explanation, the defense will
cast that as proof your injuries resolved. Sometimes life forces gaps. If you miss sessions because childcare fell
through or you lost your job, tell your provider so they can note it. Therapy notes that mention improved range
of motion injury attorney followed by a pain flare after a long day at work mirror reality. That kind of ordinary,

believable detail convinces people.

Specialists strengthen a case when primary care stalls. An orthopedic evaluation that leads to an MRI and
confirms a full-thickness rotator cuff tear changes the tone of negotiations. So does a neurologist who links
dizziness and headaches to a concussion with abnormal vestibular testing. For future care, a treating physician or
a life care planner can outline likely procedures, medications, and costs. That is how we justify future damages to

a jury that prefers numbers to guesses.

Do | need a Denver personal injury lawyer, or can | handle this on my
own?

Plenty of people can resolve minor fender benders without counsel. If the only injury is a bruise and your bills are
a few hundred dollars, you might not see a net benefit from hiring an attorney. That said, a personal injury
attorney earns their keep in cases with more than nominal injuries, disputed liability, tricky medical histories,
complex insurance coverage, or government entities. We preserve evidence, navigate comparative fault, price
future care, and keep an eye on statutory traps. The mere presence of counsel changes the dynamic with many
insurers. They know a botched evaluation can lead to a lawsuit and, in extreme cases, bad faith exposure if they

ignore clear evidence of liability and damages.

If you do consult a lawyer, ask how many cases like yours they have tried to verdict, not just settled. Trial
experience matters. Insurers track attorneys and factor perceived willingness to try a case into their offers. A
seasoned accident attorney also knows when to advise patience. Some injuries stabilize in eight weeks. Others
need six months before a surgeon can fairly opine on necessity. Settling too early might leave you paying for

later care out of your own pocket.
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What happens during the claims process?

The early phase centers on treatment and fact gathering. We open claims with all known carriers, send
preservation letters for vehicles and video, and collect medical records and bills. Once you reach maximum
medical improvement or we have a stable picture of future needs, we prepare a demand package. That document
lays out liability, causation, damages, and a clear request, often backed by a time limit. Carriers respond with

offers, questions, or silence. Negotiation can take weeks or months.

If talks stall or the statute of limitations looms, we file suit. Litigation opens formal discovery. We take
depositions, exchange expert reports, and argue pretrial motions. Denver County, Arapahoe, Jefferson, and
Adams each have their local textures, but the rhythm is similar. Many cases resolve at mediation once both sides
have seen the same body of evidence and heard from the same experts. A trial is always the backstop. It is not a

failure to negotiate. It is the constitutional mechanism that forces a decision when the parties disagree.

What does it cost to hire an injury attorney?

Most personal injury lawyers work on contingency. You pay no attorney fee unless there is a recovery, and the fee
is a percentage of the settlement or verdict. Standard percentages vary by firm and by stage of the case. Costs,
such as medical records, filing fees, and expert charges, are usually advanced by the firm and reimbursed from
the recovery. Read the fee agreement closely. Ask how the firm handles lien negotiations with health insurers or
hospital systems and what happens if an offer comes in below your medical bills. Honest answers decrease
surprises later.

How do liens and health insurance affect my net recovery?

Health insurance often pays initial medical bills at negotiated rates, then asserts a lien to be reimbursed from
your recovery. The rules differ by plan type. ERISA self-funded plans can be aggressive. Medicare and Medicaid
carry statutory rights and strict procedures. Colorado providers can file hospital liens, but those liens come with
notice and amount requirements. A Denver personal injury lawyer familiar with lien resolution can increase your
net by negotiating reductions and identifying legal defenses. The goal is not just a top-line settlement, but a fair
bottom line after liens and costs.



Are there Colorado specific pitfalls people miss?
A few come up repeatedly:

* Government notice. If a city vehicle or a state employee is involved, the 182-day written notice requirement
under the Colorado Governmental Immunity Act is unforgiving.

® Premises liability law. Colorado’s Premises Liability Act controls nearly all injuries on another’s property and
replaces common law negligence. Your status as an invitee, licensee, or trespasser matters. So does notice of

the hazard and the reasonableness of inspections.

e Ski and recreation. The Ski Safety Act and well-drafted waivers shape ski injury claims. Chairlift incidents

trigger unique reporting and technical issues.

® Dog bites. Colorado imposes strict liability for economic losses in serious dog-bite cases, but non-economic
damages usually require proof of negligence or knowledge of viciousness. Evidence of prior bites, complaints

to animal control, or violated leash laws can be decisive.

* UM/UIM stacking confusion. You cannot stack multiple UM/UIM policies in the old-fashioned sense, but you
can often access coverage on multiple vehicles and policies depending on residency, named insured status,

and household relationships. The policy language and facts decide it.

What if the insurance company is making me a fast offer?

Early offers are common in cases that look expensive to the insurer. Adjusters know that once you retain counsel,
document future care, and explore other coverage, the number can climb. Quick cash is tempting when you are
missing work. Before you sign a release, ask yourself whether you have completed treatment, know the full
diagnosis, and understand the cost of future care. If you are less than a month out from the crash and still in
active treatment, pressing pause and speaking with a Denver personal injury lawyer can protect you from signing

away claims you do not yet understand.

How do time-limited demands and bad faith come into play?

Colorado recognizes that liability insurers owe duties to their insureds. When presented with a clear opportunity
to settle within policy limits, carriers must act reasonably. If an insurer unreasonably refuses to settle and a later
verdict exceeds limits, the insured may have a claim against the insurer, and the injured person may gain leverage
through assignment. Time-limited demands are tools to give carriers a fair opportunity to protect their insureds.
They require care: clear liability, documented damages, and reasonable time to respond. Sloppy demands can

backfire. Well crafted ones can move a stubborn adjuster.

What should | expect at a first consultation?

You should expect focused questions. A good personal injury lawyer will ask about prior injuries, prior claims, and
medical history because the defense will, and we need to anticipate those arguments. Bring photographs, the
exchange of information, any police report number, your health insurance card, and a list of providers you have
seen. If you have already spoken to an adjuster or given a recorded statement, tell your lawyer exactly what you

said. Surprises help the other side.

The attorney should also explain communication norms. Will you speak with a paralegal or the lawyer? How often
will you receive updates? If surgery becomes likely, will the firm bring in a damages expert early? Clear

expectations prevent frustration later.



A simple self-assessment you can do today
Use this short set of questions to gauge whether it is worth calling a lawyer now.

* \Was someone else careless in a way you can describe with specifics, not just feelings?

* Did you seek medical care within 24 to 72 hours, and are you still treating or dealing with documented

residuals?
® |s there insurance coverage beyond Colorado’s minimum limits, or do you carry UM/UIM on your own policy?
* Are there witnesses, photos, videos, or official reports that back your version of events?

* Are you facing time pressure from medical bills, missed work, or a government entity that triggers special

deadlines?

If two or more answers are yes, a consultation with a Denver personal injury lawyer is likely worth your time. It

does not commit you to hire anyone. It gives you a map.

Final thoughts from the trenches

Personal injury cases live at the intersection of messy facts and clear rules. The rules set the frame: negligence
elements, comparative fault, damage caps, and statutes of limitation. The facts color the canvas: a bent bicycle
rim, a child who will not sleep without nightmares, a physical therapist's note that you grimaced getting off the
table. A skilled injury attorney respects both. They know when to push for a fast policy limits tender and when to
wait three months for a definitive surgical opinion. They understand that a photogrammetry analysis of skid
marks matters, but so does a kind, credible client who shows up to every appointment and tells the truth about

good days and bad.

If you are unsure whether you have a case in Denver, gather what you can, get the medical care you need, and
ask a professional. The earlier you get tailored advice, the more options you preserve. And the better your odds

that when the time comes to answer the question, the answer rests on evidence, not luck.
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FAQ About Personal Injury Lawyer

Is it worth suing for personal injury?

Suing for a personal injury is generally worth it if you have severe injuries, mounting medical bills, and lost wages.

However, it is rarely worth the time and effort for minor bumps and bruises where you recover quickly.

What not to say to a personal injury lawyer?

Never hide details, lie, or downplay your symptoms when speaking to a personal injury lawyer. Withholding
information or fabricating details destroys your credibility, provides insurance companies an excuse to deny your

claim, and makes it impossible for your attorney to properly advocate on your behalf.

How much do most personal injury lawyers charge?

Most personal injury lawyers charge a contingency fee, meaning you pay nothing upfront. They take a
percentage of your final settlement or jury verdict—typically ranging from 33% to 40%—and only get paid if you

win your case.



