A well pump usually fails at the worst possible moment—mid-shower, halfway through a load of laundry, or right
when livestock tanks need filling before a heat spike. One minute you have decent pressure. The next, faucets
sputter, the pressure switch chatters, and the whole house is on borrowed time. In rural properties, that is not a

minor inconvenience. It is a full-stop household emergency.

A few months back, | worked through a selection issue for the Ibarra family outside Orofino, Idaho. Mateo Ibarra,
41, manages timber equipment logistics, and his wife Lena, 39, is a veterinary technician. They live on 11 acres
with their kids, Noemi, 12, and Ezra, 8. Their private well is 218 feet deep, and the house had been running on an
undersized 3/4 HP competitor pump that never really matched the system. First came low pressure. Then short
cycling. Finally, after a gritty spring runoff season, the motor gave up and left the family without water for nearly a
day. Their old setup had been struggling to deliver a stable GPM rating for a two-bath home, utility sink, garden

spigots, and animal watering.

That kind of scenario is exactly why choosing the right Myers pump matters. In the guide below, I'll walk through
the seven factors that make or break a pump purchase: well depth, horsepower, flow demand, construction
materials, motor quality, wiring configuration, serviceability, and warranty value. If you're comparing myers water
well pumps for a rural home, new build, backup replacement, or contractor spec, this list will help you avoid the

expensive mistake | see all too often—buying a pump that technically fits the well, but fails the property.

#1. Well Depth Comes First - Matching a Myers Predator Plus Series
Pump to TDH, Stages, and Shut-Off Head

Pump selection starts with one number most buyers underestimate: actual working depth. Not just well depth on
paper, but where the pump sits, where the water level drops under demand, and what total lift the system must

overcome.

A proper submersible well pump is selected by TDH (total dynamic head), not guesswork. TDH combines
vertical lift, pressure requirements at the house, and friction loss through drop pipe and fittings. A 200-plus-foot
well may need a very different pump than a 200-foot static depth suggests if the water level draws down heavily
during morning peak use. That's where the Predator Plus Series earns its reputation. With multiple stages,
horsepower options from 1/2 HP through 2 HP, and shut-off head capabilities reaching the high 400-foot range
on certain models, you can match the pump to the actual job instead of forcing a one-size-fits-all unit into a

demanding well.

Mateo Ibarra’s 218-foot well was a textbook case. Once we accounted for drawdown, pressure tank settings, and
line loss to the home, his actual lift requirement pushed well beyond what his old pump handled efficiently.

Stepping into the right myers well pump model solved both pressure loss and cycling complaints.

Static Water Level vs Pumping Water Level

A lot of homeowners know the drilled depth of the well but not the pumping level. That second number matters
more. Static level is where water sits when no fixtures are running. Pumping level is where it drops while the

system is actually delivering water. If your well recovers slowly, the difference can be dramatic.

Rick’s recommendation: ask for both values before buying. If your well is 180 feet deep but drops to 140 feet
under demand, the pump must work to that lower water level, not the top of the water column. That's how you

avoid low pressure at showers and hose bibs during busy hours.



Why Stage Count Matters in Deep Wells

More stages generally mean more pressure capability. Each impeller stage adds energy to the water as it moves
upward. In deeper wells, that multi-stage design is what keeps pressure usable at the house instead of falling flat

after long pipe runs and tank losses.

On a medium-depth system, a 7- to 10-stage configuration may do the job. On deeper applications, you may
need more staging paired with 1 HP or 1.5 HP. Don't oversize blindly, though. Too much pump can create rapid

cycling if the rest of the system isn't built to match.

#2. Household Water Demand - Choosing the Right GPM Rating for
Bathrooms, Irrigation, and Daily Peak Use

Pressure complaints are often blamed on the pump when the real problem is flow mismatch. A pump can be deep

enough, wired correctly, and still disappoint if the GPM rating does not fit the property’s actual demand.

For a typical home, | look first at fixture count and peak simultaneous use. A two-bath rural house often lands in
the 8 to 12 GPM range. Add irrigation, livestock tanks, or a long line to a shop building, and required output
climbs fast. Myers Pumps give you a useful spread—from around 7-8 GPM models up into 20+ GPM
performance ranges depending on the pump curve and stage https://www.plumbingsupplyandmore.com/3-4-hp-
12-stage-submersible-well-pump-for-wells.html configuration. That matters because stable supply is not about

the highest advertised flow. It is about where the pump runs closest to its best efficiency point (BEP).

The Ibarra property had four regular high-demand events: morning showers, dishwasher use, garden filling, and
animal watering. Their old pump could move water, but not efficiently at system pressure. Once Lena started a
load of laundry while Mateo used an outdoor hydrant, pressure collapsed. A correctly selected myers water

pump fixed that by matching flow to actual family behavior.

How to Estimate Real Peak Demand

Count what can run at the same time. A shower may use 2.0 to 2.5 GPM, a dishwasher 1.5 to 2 GPM while filling,
a washing machine 3 to 4 GPM during fill cycles, and outside hydrants much more. Add realistic overlap rather

than worst-case fantasy numbers.

My rule in the field: size for how people live, not how spec sheets look. A family of four with one outside faucet

and no irrigation is a very different system from a small acreage with stock tanks and garden use.

Pump Curve Beats Box Label Every Time

Never buy on horsepower alone. Study the pump curve at your required head. A pump marketed as “high flow”
may produce that number only at shallow head. At 180 or 220 feet of effective head, actual delivered flow can be

far lower.

That is where PSAM support makes a difference. We help match the myers pump to the operating point where

you need it to perform, not where the carton looks impressive.

#3. Stainless Steel Construction - Why 300 Series Materials Outlast
Cast Components in Harsh Water Conditions

Construction quality is the dividing line between a pump that survives rural water conditions and one that slowly

destroys itself below grade.



The better myers water well pumps use 300 series stainless steel in the shell, shaft, coupling, discharge bowl,
wear ring, and suction screen. That is not marketing fluff. It matters in wells with mineral content, mild acidity, and
seasonal chemistry swings. Stainless resists corrosion, protects critical tolerances, and helps preserve hydraulic
performance over time. Add in lead-free construction and you get a cleaner, more durable package for long-term

residential water service.

Here's where Myers separates itself from Goulds Pumps in many real-world applications. Goulds has long had
name recognition, but cast iron components can become a liability in aggressive water. I've pulled failed cast-
bodied assemblies with rust scale, pitted surfaces, and stuck hardware that turned basic service into full
replacement. By contrast, the stainless construction in a Myers Predator Plus Series unit holds up far better
where iron, acidity, or sediment create rough service conditions. The difference shows up not just in lifespan, but in
maintained efficiency, easier disassembly, and fewer ugly surprises when the pump comes up from a 200-foot

setting. For a homeowner who depends on one well for everything, that durability is worth every single penny.

Mateo's well had fine abrasive sediment during runoff season and moderate mineral load year-round. Stainless

was not an upgrade for bragging rights; it was the right answer for the water.

Where Corrosion Starts First

Corrosion usually attacks hidden places before homeowners notice symptoms. The intake area, wear surfaces,
fasteners, shaft points, and discharge sections often show damage first. Once tolerances change, efficiency drops.

Then amperage creeps up. Then pressure complaints begin.

Stainless construction slows that whole chain reaction. That is one reason a quality myers pump often delivers a

longer service life than cheaper alternatives built around less durable materials.

Why Material Choice Affects Service Calls

A corroded pump is harder to repair and less predictable to diagnose. Seized threads, eaten wear surfaces, and

weakened housings turn a manageable job into a replacement job. Field crews hate that for good reason.

With corrosion resistant stainless assemblies, service is cleaner and component life is more stable. For
homeowners, that means fewer emergency calls and better odds that a maintenance issue stays a maintenance

issue instead of becoming a no-water disaster.

#4. Motor Quality and Efficiency - Pentek XE High-Thrust
Performance, Thermal Protection, and Lower Operating Cost

Most pump buyers focus on the wet end and forget the motor. That is a mistake. A pump can have excellent
hydraulics and still fail early if the motor is not built for continuous rural duty.

The Pentek XE motor used in premium Mpyers configurations brings high-thrust capacity, solid start
characteristics, and protection where it counts. On deep wells, thrust loads increase with more staging. A motor
designed for that load is far less likely to struggle during startup or run hot over years of service. Add thermal
overload protection and lightning protection, and you have meaningful insurance against two of the most

common killers in residential well systems: overheating and electrical events.

Efficiency matters too. When a pump runs near its best efficiency point (BEP), the system can exceed 80%
hydraulic efficiency in the proper operating range. That cuts wasted energy, reduces heat, and lowers annual
operating cost. Over several years, a premium water pump myers setup often pays back part of the initial

purchase through smoother operation and reduced electrical waste.



High-Thrust Motors in Deep-Well Service

Every additional stage adds work. On shallow applications, motor stress is modest. On deeper systems pushing
strong pressure to the tank, thrust load becomes a bigger deal. That's why deep wells benefit from motors

designed to handle it.

If your well is 180 feet and up, especially with a multi-stage pump, | strongly prefer a motor platform built for

long-run thrust stability. That is a big reason Myers performs so well in demanding residential systems.

How Efficiency Reduces More Than Power Bills

Lower energy use is only part of the story. Efficient pumps also tend to run cooler and closer to their intended
operating range. Less wasted energy means less internal strain. That helps seals, bearings, and windings over the

long haul.

For the Ibarra family, improved efficiency also reduced runtime during tank recovery. The result was quieter system

operation, more consistent water delivery, and less stress on the switchgear.

#5. 2-Wire vs 3-Wire Selection - Simplifying Installation Without
Sacrificing Performance in Residential Well Water Systems

Wiring configuration affects installation cost, troubleshooting, and homeowner convenience more than most spec

sheets let on.

A 2-wire well pump keeps the start components in the motor and eliminates the external control box. A 3-wire
well pump uses a separate control box, which can make diagnosis easier in some service situations and is still
common in certain deeper or larger systems. Myers gives you both options, which is exactly how it should be. The

right answer depends on depth, service access, and who will maintain the system.

Compared with Grundfos systems that often steer buyers into more complex configurations and higher accessory
cost, many Myers options make life simpler. On moderate-depth residential wells, a 2-wire configuration can
save a homeowner roughly $200 to $400 in extra control hardware and installation labor without giving up
dependable performance. On the service side, Myers still keeps practicality front and center. Contractors can select
a 3-wire setup when diagnostic flexibility matters, or keep the system straightforward with a 2-wire package where
that makes more sense. For rural homeowners who do not need complexity for complexity's sake, that balanced

design is worth every single penny.

Lena Ibarra wanted one thing above all: a system that any competent local contractor could understand quickly if

a problem ever developed. That made a straightforward Myers configuration the smart call.

When a 2-Wire Pump Makes Sense

For many homes, especially those with average demand and moderate well depth, 2-wire is an excellent choice.
Fewer external components mean less wall clutter, fewer failure points above ground, and simpler replacement

planning.

That makes 2-wire especially attractive for emergency buyers who need a quick, clean return to service. If the

pump curve and depth line up, | have no hesitation recommending it.

When 3-Wire Still Has a Place



A 3-wire system can be helpful where service access is important or where specific starting characteristics are

preferred. If a start component fails, a technician may be able to address it at the box without pulling the pump.

That said, buyers should not assume 3-wire is automatically better. Match the configuration to the property, the

local service environment, and the pump duty.

#6. Sand, Grit, and Abrasion Resistance - Teflon-Impregnated
Staging and Self-Lubricating Impellers for Tough Wells

Sediment kills pumps slowly, expensively, and often without obvious warning until pressure falls off. If your well

carries fine grit, construction quality inside the stage stack becomes just as important as horsepower.

Myers addresses this with Teflon-impregnated staging, self-lubricating impellers, and durable engineered
composite impellers built to resist abrasion. In sandy or gritty wells, that matters enormously. Abrasive fines
wear stage surfaces, degrade tolerances, reduce pressure output, and can eventually trigger higher current draw as
efficiency slips. Composite components with plumbingsupplyandmore.com self-lubricating characteristics maintain

performance longer than cheaper internal designs.

Against Red Lion, this difference becomes obvious in the field. I've seen thermoplastic-heavy assemblies crack or
distort under repeated pressure swings and abrasive service, especially in systems that cycle too often. Myers
counters that with a tougher stainless shell and more durable staging architecture. The result is better resistance
to abrasion, better dimensional stability, and less premature loss of output after a few rough seasons. For
homeowners in wells that produce even a little sand, that extra durability is not a luxury item. It is worth every

single penny.

The Ibarra well was not a full sand producer, but it carried enough fine grit in spring to destroy a marginal pump

over time. That made a grit-tolerant myers well pump the right upgrade.

What Grit Damage Looks Like Before Total Failure

Pressure drop under load is often the first clue. Faucets may look normal at first, then weaken sharply when a

second fixture opens. You might also hear more rapid cycling or notice longer tank refill times.

Those symptoms do not always mean motor failure. In many wells, they point to worn stage components.

Catching that early can save you from misdiagnosing the system.

Rick’s Recommendation for Sediment-Prone Wells

If your well has a history of fines, don't buy the cheapest pump that matches depth. Buy the internal durability.
Confirm proper pump setting height off the bottom, use a good check valve strategy if required by the system,

and verify the well isn't drawing down into sediment during heavy use.

That combination protects the pump far better than horsepower alone ever will.

#7. Warranty, Field Serviceability, and Long-Term Value - Why
Myers Is the Smarter Ownership Decision for Rural Properties

The real cost of a well pump is not the invoice. It is the total of purchase price, pulling labor, downtime, lost water

access, replacement frequency, and electrical efficiency over time.

This is where premium Myers Pumps make a compelling case. The brand’'s 3-year warranty already puts it

ahead of many competitors. Pair that with a field serviceable threaded assembly, strong parts support, and


https://www.plumbingsupplyandmore.com/submersible-well-pump-predator-plus-series-15-stages-1-hp-8-gpm.html

Made in USA manufacturing backed by Pentair, and you get a system designed for ownership—not just sale. |
value that because well equipment lives where failure is expensive. If a pump is 200 feet down, every avoidable

replacement hurts.

Against Franklin Electric, Myers offers an advantage many contractors appreciate: service practicality. Franklin has
strong market presence, but proprietary tendencies and specialized control expectations can narrow repair
flexibility in some setups. Myers keeps the design more straightforward for qualified field service. That matters
when a rural customer cannot wait days for niche parts or dealer routing. Add the extended warranty, durable
stainless build, and PSAM support, and the ownership math gets clear fast. A solid myers water pump may cost
more up front than a bargain choice, but over a decade of real-world use, the reliability, lower maintenance
burden, and easier service access make it worth every single penny.

Mateo Ibarra understood that lesson the hard way after repeated repair bills. Since moving into a properly sized

Myers setup, the family has had stable pressure, smoother cycling, and far more confidence in their water system.

Why Warranty Length Actually Matters

A warranty does not prevent failure, but it tells you what the manufacturer thinks of its own product. One year
says one thing. Three years says another. In pump systems, that confidence matters because defects usually reveal

themselves under real operating conditions, not on the pallet.

A strong warranty also reduces the sting of a rare premature issue. That protection matters more in remote areas
where pulling labor is significant.

Field Serviceable Design Saves Real Money

A threaded assembly can be serviced more practically than sealed, replace-only designs. That gives contractors

better options and can save homeowners from replacing a full pump over a smaller internal issue.

At PSAM, that is exactly the kind of long-term value | want customers to buy once instead of paying for twice.

FAQ: Myers Pump Buying Questions Answered by Rick Callahan

1. How do | determine the correct horsepower for my well depth and household
water demand?

Horsepower is selected by combining depth, required pressure, friction loss, and target flow—not by copying your
neighbor’s setup. Start with your well's pumping water level, not just drilled depth. Then calculate TDH (total
dynamic head) by adding lift from pumping level to tank, desired house pressure converted to feet of head, and

pipe loss through the system.

For many homes, 1/2 HP or 3/4 HP works in moderate wells with modest demand. Once you get into deeper
settings or larger homes, 1 HP and 1.5 HP become more common. A 200-foot well serving two bathrooms and

outdoor use often falls into that middle range, but the final answer depends on the pump curve at your required
GPM rating.

My recommendation: size the myers pump to operate near its efficient range during normal use, not maximum
possible use. An oversized pump can short cycle and beat up the pressure tank and switch. An undersized unit

will deliver poor pressure and long runtimes.

2. What GPM flow rate does a typical household need, and how do multi-stage
impellers affect pressure?



Most typical households need somewhere around 8 to 12 GPM for comfortable daily use, though larger homes,
irrigation, livestock, or shop buildings may require more. Flow demand should be based on simultaneous use—

showers, laundry, dishwashing, outside hydrants—not total fixture count alone.

Multi-stage pump design affects pressure more than raw flow. Each stage adds energy, allowing the pump to
maintain usable pressure as water rises from deep wells. In other words, stage count helps the pump overcome

head, while impeller design and motor capacity help determine how much water it can move at that head.
myers submersible pump

If a system needs strong pressure from a deeper well, more stages are usually part of the solution. For a shallower
well with higher volume demand, you may prioritize a different curve. That is why myers water well pumps come
in multiple stage and horsepower combinations. Match the curve to your property, and you get both pressure and

dependable delivery.

3. How does the Myers Predator Plus Series achieve strong hydraulic efficiency
compared to competitors?

The Predator Plus Series performs well because the hydraulic section, motor pairing, and materials all work
together. Efficient impeller geometry, close internal tolerances, and durable stage materials help the pump move
water with less wasted energy. When the unit is sized correctly and operated near its best efficiency point (BEP),

performance can exceed 80% hydraulic efficiency in the intended range.

That matters for three reasons. First, less energy is wasted as heat. Second, the motor works under more stable
load. Third, long-term electrical cost comes down. Efficiency is not just a utility-bill issue. It is a service-life issue

too.

A lot of buyers compare only price and horsepower. | always tell them that two pumps with the same HP can
behave very differently in a 180-foot or 220-foot well. The better myers well pump often wins because it delivers

the right flow at the real operating head with less internal strain.

4. Why is 300 series stainless steel superior to cast iron for submersible well
pumps?

300 series stainless steel offers much better corrosion resistance in many private well environments. That
includes mineral-heavy water, mild acidity, and seasonal chemistry changes. In a submersible well pump,
corrosion can damage shafts, bowls, intake components, and wear areas long before the homeowner notices

performance loss.

Cast iron has its place, but in submerged residential service it can be vulnerable to rust, scale, and pitting. Once
surfaces deteriorate, efficiency drops and servicing becomes harder. Stainless preserves tolerances better and helps

maintain cleaner, more predictable operation over time.

For that reason, | strongly favor stainless construction for buyers who want long service life. A quality myers
water pump with stainless components is typically a smarter long-term choice than a lower-cost pump that saves

money only at checkout and gives it back through repairs later.
5. How do Teflon-impregnated self-lubricating impellers resist sand and grit
damage?

Grit acts like liquid sandpaper. It passes through the hydraulic section and slowly wears away internal stage

surfaces. In cheaper pumps, that wear can happen faster because the materials and tolerances are not designed


https://www.plumbingsupplyandmore.com/convertible-shallow-or-deep-well-jet-pump-3-4-hp.html

for abrasive exposure.

Teflon-impregnated staging and self-lubricating impellers reduce friction and help the pump tolerate minor
abrasive content better. The materials resist binding, reduce wear between moving hydraulic surfaces, and
maintain performance longer than plain low-grade internals. That does not make any pump invincible in a bad

sand well, but it absolutely improves survival.

If your well has sediment history, proper installation matters too. Keep the pump set high enough off the bottom,
avoid overpumping the well into drawdown, and monitor pressure changes over time. In those applications,
choosing myers water well pumps with abrasion-resistant internals is one of the smartest decisions you can

make.

6. Can | install a Myers submersible pump myself, or do | need a licensed
contractor?

It depends on the well depth, local code, lifting equipment, and your electrical skill level. A shallow or moderate-
depth replacement may be manageable for an experienced DIYer with proper safety practices. A 200-foot-plus

install with heavy drop pipe, wire splices, and pitless connections is another matter.

Submersible pump work involves electrical safety, sanitation, proper wire sizing, torque control, waterproof splicing,
and protection of the well casing. A mistake can damage the new pump or contaminate the well. For deeper

systems, | usually recommend a qualified contractor.

That said, knowledgeable homeowners can absolutely participate in the selection process. PSAM can help you
choose the right myers pump, accessories, and specs before installation day. My rule is simple: DIY the research if
you like, but don't force a field install beyond your comfort level when the whole property depends on getting it

right.

7. What's the difference between 2-wire and 3-wire well pump configurations?

A 2-wire configuration has the start components built into the motor, so no external control box is required.
That simplifies installation and reduces above-ground components. A 3-wire configuration uses a separate
control box, which can make some troubleshooting easier and is still common in specific deeper or more service-

focused applications.

Neither is automatically better. For many residential systems, a 2-wire myers well pump is simple, reliable, and
cost-effective. For certain contractors and certain depths, a 3-wire setup may offer preferred service access or

starting characteristics.

If you want the shortest answer: choose based on the pump model, depth, and who will maintain the system.
Homeowners often like 2-wire for simplicity. Service professionals may prefer 3-wire when they expect ongoing

diagnostic access. Myers gives you both options, which is exactly what a serious pump line should do.

8. How long should | expect a Myers Predator Plus pump to last, and what
maintenance helps the most?

A properly sized and properly installed Myers Predator Plus Series pump commonly lasts 8 to 15 years, and in
well-maintained systems | have seen service lives stretch much longer. Lifespan depends on water quality, cycling
frequency, depth, wiring quality, lightning exposure, and whether the pump was correctly matched to demand in

the first place.



The best maintenance is often system maintenance rather than pump maintenance. Check tank precharge
annually, watch for rapid cycling, inspect electrical protection, confirm pressure switch performance, and pay
attention to changes in pressure or runtime. If your well carries sediment, monitor it before it chews through

internals. If the property is in a storm-prone area, surge and lightning protection are smart insurance.

My advice: do not wait for total failure. If the system starts acting differently, investigate early. A good myers
pump usually gives warning signs before a major breakdown, and catching those signs can save you a pull and

replacement.

Conclusion

Choosing the right Myers pump is not about buying the biggest motor or the cheapest replacement in stock. It is
about matching the pump to the well, the property, and the way water is actually used every day. Start with true
working depth and TDH. Match the GPM rating to real household demand. Prioritize 300 series stainless steel,
durable staging, and a motor platform built for deep-well thrust and long-run efficiency. Then decide whether a 2-

wire well pump or 3-wire well pump fits your service needs best.

That is exactly why | recommend Myers Pumps through PSAM so often. You get field-proven reliability, premium
materials, practical configurations, strong parts support, and an excellent 3-year warranty backed by Pentair. For
families like Mateo and Lena Ibarra in rural Idaho, the difference is not theoretical. It means no more guessing, no

more weak pressure during peak demand, and no more paying repeatedly for the wrong pump.

If you want help selecting the right myers water well pumps model for your depth, demand, and budget, PSAM
is the right place to start. Buy once, size it correctly, and put dependable water back where it belongs—at every

tap on the property.



