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How to Build an IT
Security and Compliance

Strategy for Your
Business

Protect your data, systems, and trust with a practical,
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Understand Risk &
Compliance

~ N (
Identify critical assets and business impact
Before building any security or compliance program, you must understand Catalog the data, systems, and processes that are essential
what you are protecting and why it matters. A risk-aware strategy begins with a to your operations and evaluate the potential impact of their
clear inventory of your most critical assets — the data, systems, and processes compromise or loss.
that keep your business running. N
Start by identifying what data you collect, store, and transmit, and assess 4

Assess systems, cloud apps, vendors & remote access
Evaluate every entry point into your environment — including
SaaS$S platforms, third-party integrations, and remote workers
— to surface hidden vulnerabilities and exposure.

which systems, cloud applications, third-party vendors, and remote access
points could expose that data. From there, map your legal, industry, and
contractual obligations — such as GDPR, HIPAA, or SOC 2 requirements — to
practical, actionable security controls that reduce real-world risk.

Map obligations to practical controls

Translate legal, industry, and contractual requirements into
concrete security measures, ensuring compliance frameworks
drive real protection rather than paperwork.
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Identity & Access
Management

Enforce MFA, apply
least privilege
principles, and ensure
prompt offboarding to
prevent unauthorized
access.

Build Core Security Controls

Secure & Patch
Devices

Keep all devices and
applications up to date
with regular patching
to close known
vulnerabilities.

Asset Inventory &
Visibility

Maintain a current
inventory of all
hardware, software,
and cloud assets to
manage exposure
effectively.

Data Encryption
& Protection

Encrypt sensitive data
at rest and in transit to
safeguard
confidentiality and
meet compliance
requirements.
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Retention &
Backup Testing

Define clear data
retention policies and
regularly test backups
to ensure reliable
recovery when
needed.
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Prepare, Monitor & Train

When an incident occurs, your team needs to know exactly
who does what. Defining roles, escalation paths, and
notification requirements in advance reduces confusion and
limits damage.

Ongoing monitoring and staff training are equally critical.
Meaningful security alerts, activity logs, and a culture of
reporting help your organization detect threats early and
respond with confidence.
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Incident roles
and escalation

Define who leads response, who
communicates, and how decisions
escalate under pressure.

Evidence and
notifications

Preserve logs and forensic evidence;
complete required legal and
regulatory notifications promptly.

Monitor alerts
and logs

Focus on meaningful security signals
and activity logs to detect threats
before they escalate.

Train staff and
run exercises

Teach phishing recognition, reporting
habits, and run tabletop exercises to
test readiness.
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Keep Improving with
Cambay Solutions

Security and compliance are not one-time projects — they require
ongoing attention as your business evolves. After any significant
technology change, merger, or operational shift, revisit your controls and
confirm they still apply. Regularly verify that access rights are current,
devices are patched, backups are tested, and incident response contacts
are up to date. Avoid the trap of tool-first security or paperwork-only
compliance. True resilience comes from consistent habits, informed
people, and a trusted partner who understands your environment.
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Review After Every Change

Reassess controls after business
growth, new technology, or operational
changes to keep your security posture
current.
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Avoid Common Pitfalls

Don't rely on tools alone or
treat compliance as a
checkbox. Build real habits and
a security-aware culture.
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Check the Essentials Regularly

Verify access rights, patching status,
backup integrity, and incident
response contacts on a scheduled
basis.
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Partner with Cambay Solutions

Microsoft-focused security, cloud,
and managed technology support.
Learn more at
cambaysolutions.com.
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