
Highways look simple from a helicopter feed: neat lanes, predictable flow, everyone minding their space. At
bumper level, it feels more like an orchestra without a conductor. Speeds vary, surprise lane changes appear out
of thin air, trucks breathe down your neck on downhill grades, and one misread signal can trigger a chain
reaction across a quarter mile. When things go wrong out there, the stakes jump. Physics takes over, injuries are
often severe, and the blame game usually involves more than two drivers.

A car accident lawyer who handles city fender benders and parking lot scrapes might do fine in their lane.
Highway collisions live on a different planet. The playbook changes, the evidence looks different, and the timeline
to lock things down is unforgiving. This is the field guide I wish clients had before they called me from the
shoulder.

Why highway cases feel bigger than they look
Speed magnifies everything, especially mistakes. At 70 miles per hour, a car covers about 100 feet every second.
A normal perception and reaction window is 1.5 seconds, give or take, which means most drivers roll nearly half a
football field before they even start to brake. Now fold in variable conditions: tire wear, wet asphalt, glare at
sunset, a poorly marked work zone, or a box truck shedding a ladder. That is how a basic lane drift becomes a
seven-car pileup.

On top of physics, highways create evidence in weird places. Overhead agencies collect video. Commercial trucks
carry multiple recorders and telematics devices. Cars keep their own data, and some of it vanishes if you let the
vehicle be crushed without a download. The best outcomes come from sprinting, not jogging, in the first week.

The first 72 hours: the window you cannot buy back
Most clients call after a hospital discharge or when the adjuster starts asking for recorded statements. The ideal
call happens from a tow yard. A car accident lawyer who lives in highway cases treats those first days like triage.

Roadway scarring fades fast. Skid marks weather out after a rain or new traffic compaction. Debris fields get
swept within hours. Temporary message boards and cone layouts change nightly. Meanwhile, major carriers,
especially for commercial vehicles, often send a field team the same day. They do not call it evidence collection,
but they have a very organized way of finding friendly facts.

In a recent shoulder-hit case on I-5, I sent an investigator within four hours of the call. He pulled drone photos
before the CHP finished their scene wrap. We caught a detail the report missed: a broken reflector that matched
the shape of a construction company’s flatbed tail light, not my client’s sedan. It put the flatbed in the lane where
they swore they never were.

If your lawyer is not talking about a preservation plan by sunset on day one, you are already behind.

Locking down the scene: practical capture methods that hold up
Police reports matter, but juries do not treat them like the Ten Commandments. They are starting points, and they
can be wrong. A disciplined capture plan uses layers so one bad piece does not sink the case.

Immediate steps I ask my team to take in serious highway crashes:

Request 911 audio and CAD logs to establish timing and witness flow.

Canvass for dashcams from nearby drivers, rideshare vehicles, and commercial fleets that use corridor routes.



Pull traffic management center video if available, and submit formal requests before automatic deletion
cycles, often 3 to 30 days.

Map with high resolution: drone images with ground control points plus total station shots at key artifacts
like yaw marks.

Send spoliation letters to all potential custodians, including trucking companies, contractors in work zones,
and tow operators, specifically naming Event Data Recorder and telematics data.

That short list looks tedious until you see it defuse a defense. In a fog pileup on a central valley corridor, the
trucking company swore their driver slowed below 35 before impact. Their ECM disagreeably showed 58 miles
per hour one second prior, throttle at 72 percent, with no brake application until impact. We did not need to raise
our voices during mediation.

Event Data Recorders, telematics, and the alphabet soup
The most valuable device in a highway case is not always the dashcam, though I love a good frame with a license
plate number glowing like a billboard. Event Data Recorders in passenger cars and Heavy Vehicle ECMs write a
terse, unbiased diary. Pre crash speed, brake application, throttle, delta-V, seatbelt status, and, in some models,
steering inputs. Many store only a few seconds of pre impact data. And they do not always trigger unless an
airbag deploys or a certain force threshold is met.

Telematics adds a second library. Commercial trucks often run services that ping speed, hard braking events, lane
departure alerts, and hours of service compliance. Fleet safety portals keep these logs, but not forever. You need
to name the systems in your preservation letter. If you do not know the brand, reference generic categories like
ECM, ELD, dash video, and advanced driver assistance logs. If a contractor worked the road that week, ask for
traffic control plans and daily diaries. The orange cones tell a story, and someone wrote it down.

I once subpoenaed a third party telematics vendor who had never set foot in our state. The defense groaned
about burden, but the judge read our timetable and saw that their own insured claimed a gentle roll to a stop
from 50 to 0 over 300 feet. The data showed braking too late and a disengaged collision warning system due to a
prior alert fatigue override. Reality is stubborn.

Work zones, merges, and the law of narrowing lanes
Work zones distort driver expectations. Lanes squeeze, shoulders disappear, and the cueing for merges relies on
compliance that does not exist. Many drivers ride to the cone taper and knife in. Others panic merge three-
quarters of a mile early, then brake at the wrong time.



Legally, you prove negligence the old fashioned way, but you score points by showing why the setup made errors
predictable. Traffic control plans specify advance warning signs, taper lengths, buffer zones, and posted
reductions. If the plan called for a 1,200 foot taper and the contractor gave 600 feet, that is not a detail. It is
proximate cause wearing a reflective vest. Collect the plan, visit at the same time of day, and check whether
temporary speed reductions were properly authorized and enforced.

In a night paving job near a downtown interchange, my client struck a steel plate that had skated six inches out
of position. The foreman insisted the plate was pinned. Our photos from the same night showed polished asphalt
at the plate edges and no pins. Their safety logs had blank lines where inspections should have been. That case
settled once their insurer heard the word “punitive” and realized we were not bluffing.

Chain reactions and the myth of the single cause
Highway pileups invite lazy narratives. Everyone wants one villain, preferably a truck or a texting teen. Real chain
reactions mix earlier and later faults. You can have a pickup that loses a ladder at minute one, a car that over
brakes at minute two, and a semi that plows into a stopped line at minute three. Liability can stack.

The trick is to map causal links cleanly without blaming everyone for everything. Start with time zero. Anchor it to
something hard, like a 911 timestamp or a camera frame. Then place each vehicle’s movement relative to that. If
you do this well, a jury sees an unfolding story, not a fog of blame. Comparative fault rules vary by state, but
jurors everywhere grasp fairness if you show how decisions lined up with outcomes.

In a 14 vehicle morning mess, our reconstructionist created a second-by-second animation tied to ECM speeds
and a highway camera at the prior exit. We did not villainize the first driver who swerved to avoid debris. We
focused on the last two impacts, both from inattentive drivers who had time and space. The verdict reflected that
nuance, and two peripheral defendants walked out without paying a dime. Predictably, they still sent a holiday
card.

Motorcycle and big rig interactions: asymmetric risk, asymmetric
proof
When motorcycles mix with tractor trailers, every assumption must be checked. Blind spots are not excuses, but
they are realities. A rider who lane splits in a state that does not allow it faces an uphill fight. A truck that starts a
lane change with a mirror check done three seconds too early is blind for those three seconds, and that window
is where many bad days begin.

For trucks, look for following distance discipline and mirror scan patterns. Some fleets now train drivers to call
out scans every few seconds. If a deposition reveals they missed three cycles during a congested merge, the jury
hears negligence in human terms. For riders, focus on conspicuity, lane position, and speed estimation with



camera studies. If the defense claims a rider was “flying,” ask them to commit to a number, then test it against
frame count calculations from nearby video. Eyewitness speed estimates fall apart under scrutiny unless they are
trained observers.

When weather shows up as a co defendant
Fog, rain, ice, and glare do not take the wheel, but they influence standard of care. In many states, the rule is
simple: you drive as fast as conditions safely allow, even if that means well below the limit. This is how a daylight
65 zone becomes an effective 35 zone in a squall.

I try to find third party weather corroboration. Highway message boards often record advisory activations.
Maintenance logs can note when a patrol spread deicer. Some carriers subscribe to road weather services that
archive visibility estimates and precipitation intensity. Use those records to translate “it was slick” into “ice formed
after midnight at queens car accident lawyer dreishpoon.com mileposts 172 to 179, and the first reports started
at 4:12 a.m.” Specifics persuade.

Medical causation and the physics you bring to the doctor
At highway speeds, mechanisms of injury matter. Juries accept that a low speed crash can still herniate a disc, but
they tune out if you cannot connect forces to symptoms. Delta-V measurements from EDRs help. You do not
need a graduate seminar in biomechanics, but pairing an orthopedic surgeon’s testimony with objective crash
data stops the defense from waving the “minor impact” flag.

Watch for delayed diagnoses, especially concussions and internal injuries. Many clients insist they are fine to “get
out of the lane,” then crater a day later. Document the gap and the reason. EMS triage notes often read like
haiku. If they missed a complaint because the patient focused on the loudest pain, say so, and have your expert
explain why priorities shift in the field.

Hospital liens and health plan subrogation can quietly drain a settlement. Government payers and ERISA plans
have priority rules that vary, and the smartest move is to loop in a lien resolution specialist early. One client with
a six figure lien walked with double the net amount because we negotiated a plan’s claimed “made whole”
argument into a more sensible figure. Paperwork, not passion, moved that needle.

Insurance coverage chess: finding dollars people forget about
Highway collisions often involve vehicles with layered coverage. A personal policy might cap at 100 or 250
thousand. Add an employer’s liability policy if the driver was on the clock, and an umbrella may sit quietly above
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that. Commercial motor carriers carry higher limits, but you still need to identify the right entity. The name on the
trailer rarely matches the name on the policy.

Uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage is the most misunderstood asset in a client’s pocket. It stacks in
some states, offsets in others, and can cover hit and runs if you meet strict proof rules. Do not stop at the driver’s
own policy. Household policies sometimes apply if the insured qualifies as a resident relative. Yes, this leads to
long conversations about where people actually live. Holidays get awkward, but it is worth it.

Be wary of quick policy limits offers from small carriers. They look generous in the first month, but once future
care costs land, you may wish you had waited for a surgical recommendation and a life care plan projection. If
liability is crystal clear and limits are modest, request consent for UM claims before signing a release, and protect
your right to pursue additional dollars.

Negotiation posture: how evidence shapes tone
Negotiations are theater with math. The math comes from bills, wages, and future care. The theater shows why a
jury will care. On highways, the theater tends to be louder. Large pieces of physical evidence make it easy to
visualize impact forces and choices. If you can show the defense their weakest three minutes on screen, your
demand letter stops sounding like a wish list.

I rarely anchor with a single number right away in serious cases. I describe a bracket that reflects risk bands and
trial costs, and I support it with vignettes from the evidence. The difference between “your driver was distracted”
and “your driver watched his forward collision warning flash four times in two minutes, then muted it” is the
difference between a shrug and a checkbook.

Defense counsel for carriers have favorite tunes. They trot out phantom vehicles, unexpected medical histories,
and comparative fault tall tales. I let them play a verse, then I cue up the records that undercut it. When done
well, this shortens depositions. No one wants to burn time defending a position that will not survive a judge’s
glare.

Litigation tactics that pay off on highways
Some steps feel like overkill until you try a case against a fleet that trains witness prep like a sport. Then they feel
like basics.

Highway case moves that consistently add value:

Retain a reconstructionist early, not as a treat before trial.

Use a human factors expert to explain perception reaction times, sight lines, and conspicuity, especially with
night or glare conditions.

Obtain full scale vehicle inspections with documented crush measurements and, if necessary, conduct low
speed exemplar testing for disputed mechanisms.

Depose safety directors and corporate designees under Rules 30(b)(6) style topics that cover telematics
retention, coaching policies, and incident review practices.

Create a timeline exhibit that ties data sources to moments, then let every witness react to it.

In a median crossover case with disputed speeds, we arranged a site visit with the jury during trial, which is
unusual but allowed. Seeing the sight distance at the crest and the broken cable barrier posts changed the
energy in the room. The verdict arrived fast.



Defense playbook and how to counter it without drama
Expect arguments about sudden emergencies, phantom debris, or an intervening cause. Anticipate claims that
your client could have escaped harm with a perfect move from a driving test manual. Bring it back to reasonable
conduct. Most drivers are not test pilots. The law, wisely, does not require them to be.

Bridge the science with plain language. A jury understands that mirrors do not see around corners. They grasp
that wet brakes bite differently and that sun at 7:14 a.m. On an eastbound ramp can blind a saint. Your job is to
connect those dots cleanly, then point to choices that ignored those realities.

A common defense trick is to wave a clean drug and alcohol test like absolution. You can acknowledge sobriety
and still win on distraction, training lapses, or speed. Bad driving has many flavors.

How clients accidentally make their highway case harder
Most people are honest and want to be cooperative. Adjusters sound friendly, and a recorded statement feels
like a chance to tell your side. The trap is that early statements live forever, even when the speaker is concussed,
medicated, or simply rattled.

Social media is the other booby trap. A photo from a nephew’s birthday, smiling through pain with a hand
around a cake, will be Exhibit A for “no distress.” The answer is not to hide, it is to be mindful. Jurors understand
life goes on. They do not understand why the same person who says they cannot stand for more than ten
minutes appears in a video dancing for twenty. Context is everything, and the internet strips it away.

What to do after a highway crash, if you can safely do it
A compact checklist clients find useful:

Move to safety first, then call 911. Do not play amateur traffic cone with your body.

Photograph the whole scene, including lane markings, debris, and vehicles at rest. Pan wide, then go close for
details like tire marks and airbag deployments.

Exchange information without editorializing. Names, insurers, plate numbers, company names on trucks,
trailer numbers if visible.

Look for cameras: dashcams in your car or others, nearby businesses facing the highway, and traffic cams.
Note locations for later requests.

Seek medical evaluation the same day. Adrenaline lies. Records from day one carry weight.

If you cannot do any of this because you are on a backboard, do not worry. A seasoned car accident lawyer can
rebuild much of it later. It is just cheaper and cleaner to save what you can in the moment.

Picking counsel who actually lives on the highway
Any licensed lawyer can send a letter to an insurer. Not every lawyer has a reconstructionist on speed dial or
knows how long a metropolitan traffic center saves loop sensor data. When you interview counsel, ask pointed
questions. How fast can they get a preservation letter out? Do they have relationships with experts who can be
on site within 24 hours? Have they handled cases against national carriers with layered policies? What is their
plan if a vehicle is about to be salvaged and the EDR has not been imaged yet?

You are not shopping for a personality. You are hiring a field team with courtroom legs.



A brief word on costs and trade offs
Full court press evidence gathering is not cheap. Drone mapping, downloads, and experts can easily cross five
figures before you reach mediation. The worst mistake is to spend like a blockbuster on a case with modest
injuries or disputed causation that will never support the outlay. The second worst is to pinch pennies on a case
with catastrophic harms and complex fault lines.

A thoughtful car accident lawyer will scale the approach. If policy limits are low and liability is clean, they might
prioritize medical documentation and a sharp demand package, then preserve the right to pursue UM benefits. If
a tractor trailer crosses a centerline and puts a family in the ICU, all engines light up at once, and cost talk waits
for the insurance disclosures.

Stories that moved the needle
A three car rear end on a downhill stretch looked simple until we pulled brake controller data from a pickup
towing a boat. The boat trailer had surge brakes that failed after heat buildup on a prior grade. Once that
surfaced, the finger-pointing shifted from the second car to poor maintenance by the boat owner. Our client, in
the middle car, watched the blame sail away on a trailer hitch.

In another matter, a delivery driver insisted that a blown tire caused his swerve. The carcass told a different tale.
Our expert showed classic shoulder wear from chronic underinflation, not a road hazard blowout. The fleet’s
maintenance logs had gaps, and their safety incentive program measured on time deliveries, not equipment
condition. A jury did not need a PhD to connect those dots.

The long view: patience with spine
Highway cases reward stamina. Insurers bet on claimant fatigue. Medical recovery moves on a different clock
from litigation, and no one feels patient when bills pile up. Still, careful builds win. Each layer of proof takes
pressure off of witness memory and puts it on records that do not flinch.

When a fair number finally lands, it usually reflects three things: clear liability supported by hard evidence, honest
and well documented medical care, and a narrative that feels inevitable. “This crash was going to happen because
these choices lined up at 7:31 a.m., and our client paid the price.” That is not drama. That is structure.

Highways demand respect. Cases born there do too. With the right strategy and a little stubbornness, you can
replace accident fog with a sharp outline, and once the outline shows, the rest tends to follow.




