
How Does the Delta Airlines Change Flight 
Policy Work?
Travel plans can change because of work, family commitments, weather, or unexpected events. 
Delta Airlines provides several options for passengers who need to modify their itinerary. The rules 
depend on the ticket’s Travel Experience, origin, destination, and whether the requested change is 
made before departure.

When using the delta airlines change flight option, travelers generally select a new flight through 
Delta’s website or Fly Delta app and then review any applicable change fee and fare difference 
before confirming the new itinerary. Delta states that Classic, Extra, and Refundable tickets 
originating from the United States, Canada, or the Caribbean can generally be changed without a 
change fee, although a fare difference can still apply.
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What Is the Delta Flight Change Policy?

Delta’s flight-change policy allows 
eligible passengers to modify the 
date, time, and in some situations 
the routing of their journey. The 
amount paid for a change depends 
primarily on the ticket type and 
where the journey originates.

For many tickets, changing a flight 
means paying only the difference 
between the original fare and the 
new fare. However, some Basic 
tickets have additional change or 
cancellation fees. Delta 
recommends using My Trips on 
Delta.com or the Fly Delta app to 
review available options for an 
existing reservation.

Passengers should check the 
specific fare conditions attached to 
their ticket before making any 
modification because international 
and region-specific rules can differ.



Check Your Ticket Eligibility

Delta currently offers different Travel Experiences, and each has different flexibility.

Delta Main Basic

Changes are allowed for a fee in 
most cases. The ticket can also 
generally be canceled before 

departure for a cancellation charge, 
with remaining value issued as an 

eCredit. Basic tickets are not eligible 
for Same-Day Confirmed or Same-

Day Standby changes.

Delta Main Classic

Flight changes are available, and 
for qualifying itineraries originating 
in the United States, Canada, or the 
Caribbean, there is no change fee. 

Same-Day Standby is available 
under the applicable rules.

Delta Main Extra

This option provides additional 
flexibility, including 

complimentary Same-Day 
Confirmed on eligible 

itineraries.



Are Delta Change Fees Still Charged?

Delta has eliminated change fees for many qualifying tickets, but not every ticket is 
fee-free.

For travel originating in the United States or Canada, Delta lists no change fee for 
Classic, Extra, and Refundable experiences. However, Basic fares can carry a change 
or cancellation fee. Delta’s current published table lists a $99 fee for Delta Main Basic 
on qualifying itineraries from the United States and Canada, while other Basic 
products can have different charges.

Travel originating outside the United States and Canada can have different fees. For 
example, Delta publishes separate fee schedules for travel originating in India, 
Europe, Africa, the Middle East, South America, Asia, and other regions. Therefore, 
travelers should verify their specific origin and ticket conditions before changing a 
booking.



Find Your Reservation

Passengers can use Delta’s digital tools to complete many flight changes.

Basic Steps:

Visit Delta.com or open the 
Fly Delta app.

Select My Trips.
Enter the required trip details 

or access the reservation.

Select the option to change 
the flight.

Search for a new date, time, or 
available routing.

Review the fare difference 
and any applicable fees.

Confirm the change. Check the updated confirmation sent by Delta.

Delta says customers will receive a new flight confirmation after completing the change process.



Fare Difference After Changing a Flight

A no-change-fee ticket does 
not necessarily mean that 
changing a flight is free.

When the replacement flight 
costs more than the original 
ticket, the passenger 
generally has to pay the 
difference in fare. For example, 
if the original ticket cost $250 
and the new flight costs $325, 
the applicable fare difference 
would be $75.

When the new flight costs less, 
Delta states that the 
difference may be issued as 
an eCredit, subject to 
applicable fees and fare 
conditions. This means the 
passenger should compare 
the total price of the new 
itinerary before confirming the 
modification.



Understanding Change Fees and Fare Differences

Delta Main Basic, formerly known as Basic Economy, has more restrictions than Classic or Extra fares.

According to Delta’s current 
fare information, Delta Main 
Basic tickets are generally 

changeable for a fee in most 
cases. They may also be 

canceled before departure 
for a cancellation charge, 
with the remaining value 
provided as an eCredit.

Basic customers are not 
eligible for Same-Day 

Confirmed or Same-Day 
Standby changes. Delta also 

notes other restrictions, 
including limited seat-
selection and upgrade 

benefits.

Because Basic ticket rules 
can vary by market and 
purchase date, travelers 

should review the conditions 
shown for their exact 

reservation.



Same-Day Flight Changes

Delta offers two important same-
day options on eligible itineraries: 
Same-Day Confirmed and Same-
Day Standby.

Same-Day Confirmed allows an 
eligible passenger to move to 
another flight on the same day 
when the applicable requirements 
and seat availability are met. Delta 
currently lists a $75 fee for eligible 
Classic tickets, while the service is 
complimentary for Extra and 
certain qualifying refundable 
experiences and for Diamond, 
Platinum, and Gold Medallion 
members with Classic experiences.

Same-Day Standby can allow 
eligible passengers to wait for a 
seat on an earlier flight without 
changing their confirmed seat until 
the standby request clears. Basic 
experiences are excluded from 
these same-day options.



Changing International Delta Flights

International delta airlines change flight rules can vary significantly 
depending on the origin and destination.


Delta publishes separate change and cancellation fee schedules for 
different regions. For example, flights originating in India, the Middle East, 

Africa, Europe, South America, and Asia can have fees that differ from 
flights originating in the United States or Canada.
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