
Salt air, humidity, pine pollen, live oak shade, sandy driveways, and long summers all do a number on exterior
surfaces in Myrtle Beach. It does not take long for a clean house to pick up green film, for a driveway to darken,
or for a deck to start looking tired. Homeowners usually start with one simple question, how much is this going
to cost, and then realize they have ten more.

After years around exterior cleaning jobs, one thing becomes clear fast: pressure washing is not priced from a
single chart, and it is not done well with a single machine setting. The right answer depends on surface type,
square footage, staining, access, drainage, and whether the contractor is using pressure alone or combining it
with detergents and soft washing methods.

If you are trying to compare quotes or decide whether to rent equipment and tackle it yourself, these are the
Myrtle Beach pressure washing questions that come up most often.

How much does pressure washing cost in Myrtle Beach?
When people ask, “How much does pressure washing cost Myrtle Beach?”, the honest answer is that it usually
falls into ranges rather than fixed prices. Local pricing tends to reflect coastal conditions. Houses here often need
more frequent cleaning because mildew and algae grow fast in the warm, damp air. That can affect both labor
and chemical https://advancedpowerwashmb.com/what-is-pressure-washing-good-for-in-myrtle-beach-
advanced-power-wash-has-the-answer/ use.

For a standard residential job, many homeowners will see prices based on the type of surface rather than just a
blanket hourly fee. A driveway may be priced by square foot. A house wash may be priced by house size, number
of stories, and level of buildup. A deck might be priced separately because railings, steps, and spindles take
longer than the floor surface alone.

A reasonable price for pressure washing often looks something like this in practice: a small to midsize driveway
may run a few hundred dollars, a one-story house may start in the low hundreds and go up depending on size
and condition, and a deck can vary widely depending on whether it is bare wood, composite, heavily mildewed,
or full of rail detail. Myrtle Beach jobs that seem “simple” from the street can become more labor-intensive once
you account for screened porches, tight lot lines, heavy shade, or years of buildup on the north side of the home.

The lowest quote is not always the best value. If one contractor is dramatically cheaper than the rest, there is
usually a reason. Sometimes they are underinsured. Sometimes they are using too much pressure instead of the
right cleaners. Sometimes they are not including prep, plant protection, or post-treatment. A cheap driveway
cleaning that leaves zebra striping or wand marks is not a bargain.

What is a reasonable price for pressure washing?
A reasonable price balances labor, equipment, chemicals, insurance, travel, and the skill needed to avoid damage.
That matters more than many people expect. Pressure washing sounds straightforward until a contractor etches
concrete, shreds window screens, lifts oxidation from siding unevenly, or furrows soft wood.
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In broad terms, reasonable pricing usually considers five things:

1. Surface type and material

2. Total square footage

3. Level of staining or organic growth

4. Ease of access and water availability

5. Whether soft washing or specialty treatments are needed

That fifth point is where many quotes differ. The difference between power washing and pressure washing
matters less to some homeowners than the result, but it matters a lot to the crew doing the work. Pressure
washing uses unheated water under pressure. Power washing often refers to heated water. In residential work,
people use the terms interchangeably, but for delicate siding, roofs, painted trim, and some decks, the better
method is often soft washing, which relies more on cleaning solution and low pressure than brute force. If a
quote includes proper detergents, mildew treatment, and rinsing techniques, it may be higher for good reason.

How do you price out pressure washing?
Homeowners often ask, “How do you price out pressure washing?” Contractors typically use a mix of square
footage, linear footage, flat minimums, and experience-based judgment. A 1,500 square foot house does not
always take 25 percent less time than a 2,000 square foot house. Layout matters. So does grime.

A ranch home with wide-open access, vinyl siding, and mild buildup is a very different job from a narrow two-
story home with stacked gables, painted surfaces, and years of mildew behind shrubs. The same goes for flat
concrete versus decorative stamped concrete, or a simple square deck versus one with built-in benches and
lattice.

On the contractor side, pricing usually accounts for setup time, hose pulls, pretreatment, dwell time for cleaners,
rinsing, detail work, and cleanup. On smaller jobs, the setup can be a surprisingly large part of the day. That is
why very small jobs often have a minimum charge, even if the square footage seems modest.

How much does it cost to pressure wash a 1,500 square foot house?
For a 1,500 square foot house, the price often lands in a midrange residential bracket, but there is still a lot of
variation. A one-story vinyl-sided home in good shape usually costs less than a two-story house with painted
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wood, screened enclosures, or difficult access. In many markets, and often in Myrtle Beach as well, a 1,500 square
foot house wash may fall somewhere around a few hundred dollars, with the final number moving up or down
based on condition and extras.

The phrase “house wash” is important. Many companies are not blasting siding with high pressure. They are
applying a cleaning solution, allowing it to work on algae and mildew, then rinsing with controlled pressure. That
is safer and often more effective. If your quote includes the exterior walls only, ask whether it also covers soffits,
fascia, shutters, porches, steps, and the area around entryways. One quote may sound cheaper, but it might
exclude exactly the dirtiest parts of the home.

In Myrtle Beach, shaded sides of homes can look significantly worse than sun-exposed sides. I have seen houses
where the front looked almost fine, while the back elevation was coated in green film. That kind of imbalance
affects labor and chemical use, and a good estimate should reflect it.

How long does it take to pressure wash a 2,000 square foot house?
If you are wondering, “How long does it take to pressure wash a 2000 sq ft house?”, most straightforward
residential house wash jobs take anywhere from two to five hours. That is a wide range, but it is realistic. Time
depends on how dirty the house is, how many stories it has, whether there is a lot of landscaping to work around,
and whether the crew is also cleaning sidewalks, porches, gutters, or screens.

A clean one-story vinyl home with good access can move quickly. A two-story home with multiple rooflines,
delicate painted trim, and mildew tucked behind shrubs can take much longer. Add in setup, moving outdoor
furniture, protecting plants, applying detergent, waiting for the cleaner to do its work, then rinsing thoroughly,
and the clock adds up.

Homeowners sometimes expect a house wash to be finished in under an hour because they picture someone
simply spraying water. Fast is not always better. The best crews are efficient, but they are also deliberate. If the
work looks rushed, it probably is.

How much does it cost to pressure wash 1,000 square feet of
driveway?
Driveway pricing is one of the most common questions because the results are easy to see. A dark, dingy slab can
brighten dramatically, and the before-and-after difference is satisfying. For 1,000 square feet of driveway, the
cost often falls in the low-to-mid hundreds, though heavy oil stains, rust, tire marks, or deeply embedded organic
growth can push the number higher.

When people ask, “How much do people charge for a power wash clean driveway?”, they are usually comparing
simple surface cleaning with more detailed stain treatment. Standard driveway cleaning generally covers dirt,
mildew, algae, and normal weathering. Oil treatment is often separate because it is less predictable. Some stains
lighten nicely. Others, especially old automotive leaks that have baked into porous concrete, may never disappear
completely.



The shape of the driveway matters too. A straight rectangle is faster than a curved drive with parking pads,
decorative borders, expansion joints full of weeds, and narrow side strips leading to gates. The contractor may
price by square foot, but real-world complexity still shows up in the final quote.

How many hours does it take to pressure wash a driveway?
For a typical residential driveway, the work often takes between one and three hours. A small, lightly soiled
concrete pad might be done fairly quickly. A large driveway with thick algae, rust runoff, and years of neglect
takes longer. Pretreating makes a difference. So does post-rinsing.

This is one of those jobs where equipment matters. A professional using a proper surface cleaner can clean
concrete more evenly and faster than someone using only a wand tip. The surface cleaner reduces striping and
improves consistency. Then the edges and corners get detailed by hand.

If you have ever watched someone clean a driveway one narrow pass at a time with a rented machine, you know
why DIY jobs can drag out. What looks manageable at first can turn into a half-day project, especially in summer
heat.

Is 2,000 PSI enough to clean a driveway?
For many residential driveways, yes, 2,000 PSI can be enough to clean a driveway, especially when paired with the
right nozzle, a good cleaning solution, and patience. PSI is only part of the equation. Gallons per minute, or GPM,
is just as important, sometimes more important. Higher water flow helps lift and rinse away grime efficiently.

A homeowner-grade machine rated around 2,000 PSI may clean a driveway, but it will usually work slower than a
commercial unit with stronger flow. If the concrete has stubborn black mildew staining or years of embedded



dirt, low-end equipment can make the job feel endless.

The bigger issue is not whether 2,000 PSI can clean, but whether the user knows how to clean without leaving
marks. I have seen driveways damaged by too much focus on pressure and not enough attention to technique.
Consistent distance, proper overlap, and detergent use matter a lot.

Is 3,000 PSI too much to wash a car?
Yes, in most cases 3,000 PSI is too much to wash a car if you are using it like a standard pressure washer setup.
Automotive paint, trim, seals, and decals can be damaged by too much pressure or by holding the nozzle too
close. A car should be washed with a much gentler approach, ideally a dedicated car-wash setup, foam cannon,
or a pressure washer adjusted appropriately with the correct wide-angle tip and plenty of distance.

People often assume more pressure equals a better clean. On vehicles, that logic backfires. You are not trying to
strip mildew from concrete. You are trying to remove road film without harming the finish. There is a reason car
detailers focus so heavily on soap, lubrication, technique, and rinse pattern.

The same principle applies to homes and decks. More pressure is not the mark of a pro. Good judgment is.

How much does it cost to power wash a 20x20 deck?
A 20x20 deck is 400 square feet, but that number only tells part of the story. The deck floor is usually the easiest
part. The time-consuming pieces are the rails, balusters, stairs, skirting, benches, and any built-in features. For
that reason, “How much does it cost to power wash a 20x20 deck?” can produce very different quotes from one
property to the next.

A simple ground-level composite deck with minimal railing may cost far less than a raised wood deck with stairs
on two sides and detailed rail work. Wood also requires more caution. Old or weathered boards can fuzz, splinter,
or etch if cleaned too aggressively. A good contractor may use lower pressure, the proper cleaner, and more
labor. That can make the quote higher, but it also protects the deck.

In many cases, homeowners ask about cleaning because they are preparing to stain or seal. If that is your plan,
mention it when requesting the estimate. The cleaning method should support the finish that comes next.

Is powerwashing a driveway worth it?
Most of the time, yes, powerwashing a driveway is worth it, especially in a climate like Myrtle Beach. Concrete and
pavers collect mildew, algae, dirt, and tannin stains quickly. Beyond appearance, slick growth can become a safety
issue after rain or early-morning dew. A clean driveway improves curb appeal, but it also reduces slipperiness and
helps you spot cracks, settling, or drainage problems sooner.

That said, expectations matter. Pressure washing does Pressure Washing Near Me not make every driveway
look brand new. Deep oil stains, rust, red clay, and old battery acid marks may improve only partially. If the slab is
already pitted or discolored from age, cleaning reveals the true condition rather than hiding it.

Still, on balance, most homeowners are happy with the result. It is one of the fastest ways to make the exterior
look cared for again.

What is the best time of year to power wash?
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In Myrtle Beach, the best time of year to power wash is often spring, with fall as a close second. Spring cleaning
clears away pollen, mildew, and winter grime before the hottest stretch of the year. Fall is also a smart time
because it removes summer buildup and leaves surfaces cleaner heading into the cooler months.

The catch is that coastal South Carolina does not give you a true “off season” for exterior growth. Warm
temperatures and humidity can keep algae active for much of the year. If your house is heavily shaded, waiting
for a perfect season is not always practical. Sometimes the best time is simply when the buildup becomes
noticeable or slippery.

A few timing tips help:

1. Avoid cleaning in the middle of extreme heat if possible

2. Schedule before painting, staining, or listing a home for sale

3. Plan around pollen season if appearance matters right away

4. Ask how weather delays are handled

5. If you have lots of shade, consider more frequent light cleanings

One thing I often tell homeowners here is not to wait until the siding looks obviously green from the street. By
then, the buildup is usually thicker than they realize on the back and shaded sides.

What is the difference between power washing and pressure washing?
The technical difference is heat. Power washing uses heated water. Pressure washing uses unheated water under
pressure. In everyday conversation, people often use the terms as if they mean the same thing, and many
companies do not bother separating them in marketing.

For residential exterior cleaning, the more useful distinction is between high-pressure cleaning and soft washing.
Concrete, some stone, and durable hardscapes can often handle stronger pressure. Siding, painted surfaces, trim,
stucco, and wood usually benefit from a more controlled method. If a contractor talks more about PSI than
surface chemistry, that is not always a great sign. The right cleaner, proper dwell time, and a careful rinse do
more for many jobs than sheer force ever will.

How much should I pay for a pressure washer?
If you are thinking about buying your own machine, “How much should I pay for a pressure washer?” depends on
what you want to clean and how often. For occasional light homeowner use, entry-level electric machines can be
affordable and convenient, but they are limited. They are fine for patio furniture, small patios, and light-duty
rinsing. For serious driveway cleaning or frequent exterior work, many homeowners get frustrated by the slow
pace.

Gas machines cost more, require more maintenance, and take up more space, but they handle tougher jobs
better. Even then, buying a machine is only part of the cost. You may also need hoses, surface cleaner
attachments, nozzles, detergents, fuel, storage space, and maintenance. Then there is the learning curve.

For some homeowners, especially those with a long driveway, fencing, porches, and multiple cleanings per year,
ownership makes sense. For others, hiring a pro once or twice a year is cheaper than buying equipment that sits
in the garage most of the time.

When hiring a pro makes more sense than doing it yourself



There is real satisfaction in handling home maintenance yourself. I get that. But pressure washing is one of those
tasks that looks easier than it is. The machine is only one part of the job. Knowing what pressure to use, what
chemical to apply, how to protect plants, and how to avoid streaks or damage is where experience shows.

If your property has painted wood, older decking, oxidation on siding, delicate trim, or a lot of landscaping close
to the house, professional help often pays for itself. The same is true if you need the place to look sharp by a
certain date, like before guests arrive, before listing the home, or before an HOA inspection.

The best estimates are detailed without being pushy. They explain what is included, what stains may remain, how
long the job should take, and what method will be used on each surface. That level of clarity usually tells you
more than the price alone.

The Myrtle Beach factor most quotes do not explain well
Coastal grime is different from ordinary dust. Salt residue, moisture, and constant biological growth create a layer
that can cling stubbornly to homes and hardscapes. Add the region’s tree cover and long humid season, and
surfaces stay damp longer than owners realize. A driveway on the shaded side of the lot may remain slick even
when the front walk looks dry.

That is why pressure washing schedules in Myrtle Beach rarely follow a neat textbook pattern. Some homes truly
need annual cleaning. Others, especially shaded homes near water or under heavy tree canopy, may need touch-
ups sooner. South-facing homes with strong sun exposure can go longer. There is no universal rule, and any
contractor who pretends there is probably has not worked many properties here.

The best approach is practical. Look at the siding under windows, around gutters, and on the north side. Check
the driveway after rain. Notice whether your deck feels slick in the morning. Exterior cleaning is not just cosmetic
in a place like this. It is part of protecting the surfaces you already paid for.

A clean house, driveway, or deck should not come at the cost of damage. That is the core of every good pressure
washing decision, whether you are pricing a 1,500 square foot house, comparing quotes for a 20x20 deck, or
wondering if 2,000 PSI is enough for the driveway. Cost matters, but method matters just as much. When both
line up, the results are easy to see.


