
Yes, you can inform drywood termites from below ground termites by studying their droppings, the pattern of damage, and how they travel through a structure. Drywood termites
leave pellet-shaped frass and work inside dry wood without soil contact. Subterranean termites count on wetness from the ground, build mud tubes, and leave more scattered, layered
damage that follows the grain. Once you know what to try to find, the signs become as unique as 2 different handwritings.

Why this distinction matters

The two groups live by different guidelines. Drywood colonies nest inside the wood they consume, often in upper floorings, attic framing, fascia boards, or furniture. Subterranean
nests live in the soil, send foragers through mud tubes, and exploit structure cracks and plumbing penetrations. Each needs a various reaction. A fumigation that deals with drywood
termites will not stop subterranean colonies feeding from the yard. On the other hand, a soil treatment that produces a barrier around the foundation does little bit versus a drywood
nest sealed in a second-story window header. If you match the control technique to the incorrect termite, you burn money and time while damage continues.

I have inspected townhomes where a seller swore the issue was "simply drywood pellets," only to discover thick subterranean mud sheeting behind the baseboards. I have also seen
buyers panic at stacks of sand-like grit under a dining table that turned out to be perfectly timeless drywood frass from a nest in one chair leg. The physics of moisture, feeding
behavior, and colony structure show up in little hints. You just need a skilled eye and a patient approach.

Frass versus mud: the telltale droppings

Termite droppings, more nicely called frass, offer one of the cleanest species tells, however just if you know what to expect.

Drywood termites eject their fecal pellets from small "kick-out holes" they chew in the wood. The pellets look like mini, lengthened grains with six flat sides and rounded ends, not
unlike lentils in random sample. Under a hand lens, each pellet shows ridged sides, and the colors range from tan to dark brown depending on the wood eaten and age of the droppings.
Pellets gather in neat stacks on horizontal surface areas listed below the nest, like a peppery spill that never ever smears. When you brush them, they roll like grains of salt.

Subterranean termites do not produce those tidy pellets. Their feces are wetter and integrate with soil and chewed wood to form mud. You will not find tidy piles underneath a pinhole
opening. Instead, search for pencil-thin mud tubes on structure walls, piers, or inside wall cavities. In completed areas, their waste tends to look like dirty smears or speckled spots
behind paint or paper, and galleries are lined with a thin clay-like movie. If you see discrete pellet piles, you are likely handling drywood termites rather than subterraneans.

Carpenter ants sometimes get blamed when people see sawdust. Carpenter ants eject frass that looks like fibrous wood shavings, typically blended with insect parts. Drywood pellets
are tough and granular, not fluffy. That distinction avoids an extremely typical misdiagnosis.

How the damage looks and feels
If droppings are the handwriting, the damage is the story. Drywood and subterranean termites carve differently since they live under different moisture routines and colony sizes.

Drywood termites work dry, typically above grade, and they keep their galleries clean. When you penetrate a drywood invasion, the outer wood may sound hollow yet stay intact.
Inside, galleries are smooth, practically sanded, with a maze-like pattern that can cross the grain. You might strike pockets filled with pellets since the colony utilizes galleries as short-
lived storage before ejecting frass. The wood tends to stay structurally meaningful for longer considering that the insects mine through while leaving thin veneers.

Subterranean termites follow the course of least resistance in damp environments. They prefer springwood to dense latewood, so their feeding tracks often follow the grain, leaving a
layered, corrugated surface that feels spongy. Because they preserve high humidity, harmed wood darkens and may smell moldy. You will frequently find thin mud lining the voids.
Tap baseboards or sills near the slab and you may hear a papery sound. When you open up the area, the wood crumbles into stacked layers rather than tidy shells.

An anecdote I return to: in a 1960s cattle ranch with repeated "mystical" baseboard swelling, we removed a small area and discovered mud fanning up the studs with galleries
engraved along the development rings, like a topographical map. No pellets anywhere. The homeowner had actually been vacuuming up what she thought were droppings, but the
specks were paint dust from the swelling and cracking. The texture of the damage distributed the subterranean colony without a single winged termite in sight.

Where the indications appear

Distribution of proof helps you narrow the source when droppings and damage are ambiguous.

Drywood termites often infest isolated pieces of wood that are not connected to the soil. Believe attic rafters, fascia and soffit boards, window cases, furnishings, image frames, and
exposed beams. Pellets collect on windowsills, on stairs listed below a hand rails, or under an antique chest. Often pellets appear periodically as the colony opens a brand-new kick-out
hole, then stops. You may see small, round exit holes about the size of a pinhead, frequently covered with a bit of frass or a dark plug.

Subterranean termites show themselves near soil contact and wetness. Mud tubes climb foundation walls, emerge from expansion joints, twist around plumbing penetrations, and run
up pier posts. Inside, they track behind baseboards, around door jambs, and through deep spaces of hollow block walls. When you see drywall blistering near a slab edge, or cut that
retreats at the bottom corners, keep subterraneans high up on your list.



In multi-story buildings, subterranean foragers can make use of energy goes after and pipes goes to reach upper floors. The tell stays the mud they bring with them. If I see a suspicious
spot on a second floor, I constantly ask myself, how could a soil-nesting insect get moisture here? The answer is typically a dripping tub drain, a condensation line, or a gap around a
waste pipe.

Swarmers and wings: small hints, huge value

Most individuals come across termites throughout swarming season when winged reproductives take flight to start brand-new colonies. Wing details provide types hints, and the mess
they leave is frequently diagnostic.

Drywood swarmers are generally launched from the plagued wood itself, so you may see a flurry inside a room from a bookshelf, door jamb, or beam. They shed wings near the
source. Drywood swarmers are generally bigger than subterraneans, with smoky or clear wings that have veins consistent across the fore and hind wings. Their alates tend to appear in
late summer or fall in numerous areas, though timing varies with species.

Subterranean swarmers frequently emerge from soil or spaces near foundations in late winter season to spring, often after a warm rain. People stroll into a restroom and discover heaps
of fine wings along the tub or at the base of a wall. The swarm might seem to come from electric outlets or gaps at trim. The wings are equal-sized and more fragile, and the swarm is
often bigger in number however much shorter in period. Finding numerous wings near a slab crack in March is a strong subterranean clue.

Wing identification is subtle. If you are not utilized to the veination patterns, treat swarmer timing and place as context, then corroborate with frass or mud.

Moisture, ventilation, and the unnoticeable hand forming damage

Termites follow moisture. Drywood types conserve it remarkably well, plugging their kick-out holes, grooming galleries, and drawing out water from the wood they consume. They
thrive in painted or finished lumber because finishes sluggish vapor exchange, developing a steady microclimate inside the member. That is why you often discover them in painted
window trim but not the surrounding raw framing.

Subterraneans need to return moisture to the colony and to foraging groups. They develop mud tubes to regulate humidity and temperature level as they take a trip. In hot attics, you
seldom see below ground activity unless there is a water source. In moist basements and crawl areas, they flourish. A house with poor drainage, blocked seamless gutters, and chronic
splash-back versus siding sets the table for subterraneans to discover the sill plate.

Every season, I see homes where a basic downspout extension would have saved thousands in structural repairs. Individuals concentrate on killing bugs, but the bugs respond to
physics that can be altered with a shovel and a weekend.

The edge cases: confusing indications and combined infestations
Not all cases fit the posters. Paint, dust, and bug debris can imitate pellets. In older homes with numerous previous infestations, you might see tradition frass that no longer suggests
active drywood termites. Pellets can leakage out long after a nest is dead if you jostle the wood. If a customer informs me the pellets keep appearing just after vacuuming or bumping a
door, I presume residual frass and look harder for fresh kick-out activity and brand-new fecal showers.

Subterraneans can deposit a paste-like material that dries into granular crumbs if it breaks apart, which can deceive people. Texture and shape stay your friends: real drywood pellets
are distinct even under an inexpensive magnifier.

Mixed invasions take place. In coastal locations with both pressure from drywood types and strong subterranean populations, I have actually opened walls to discover below ground
mud on the studs and drywood pellets in the housing. Because case you customize options by zone, not by structure, since each colony needs different contact.

Practical field diagnostics without over-demolition

When you can not open every cavity, you can still collect strong clues with minimal disruption.

A brilliant light and a hand lens reveal pellet shape. A moisture meter tells you whether wood is staying too wet. A stiff wire or small choice can probe presumed galleries through
unnoticeable holes, like in the bottom of a baseboard. In unfinished areas, slice a thin section from a mud tube and look for the network of sand and soil grains merged with saliva,
which distinguishes termite tubes from dirt dauber nests or accidental smears.

Sounding wood with the manage of a screwdriver finds hollow areas. Tapping must be organized: move in short increments along baseboards and jambs. Hollow bands that run
horizontal near the flooring typically tie back to subterraneans; random hollow pockets higher on trim recommend drywood activity.

Thermal electronic cameras get a lot of appreciation, but termite activity is often too subtle for dependable thermal imaging in field conditions. I treat infrared as a supporting tool, not
a primary diagnostic.

Treatment logic: match the biology, spend wisely

If you are dealing with drywood termites, the nest lives inside the wood. Localized treatments can work when the invasion is little and accessible: precision drilling into galleries and
injecting an identified product, then sealing the holes; targeted heat treatment to a cabinet, door, or little structural area; or replacing the plagued member if removal is straightforward.
Whole-structure fumigation stays the most trustworthy method to remove prevalent drywood problems because the gas penetrates sealed galleries deep in wood. It does not avoid re-
infestation, so you still need to seal entry points and consider preventative spot treatments in susceptible areas.

For subterranean termites, the foundation of professional control is developing a constant cured zone in the soil that foragers should cross, either with liquid termiticides or with bait
systems that take advantage of nest biology. A great liquid treatment addresses soil around the foundation, under slabs at critical points, and around pipes penetrations. Baits can be
effective in complex websites where developing a best barrier is hard. In my experience, a hybrid method prevails: liquids for instant stop-gap protection, baits for long-lasting
population suppression. Wood repair work follow when activity is detained and moisture problems corrected.

People sometimes ask if fumigation will fix a below ground issue. It will not. Fumigants leave no residual in soil and do not affect queens protected deep in the ground. Also, trench-
and-treat soil applications will not decontaminate a drywood nest sealed in a second-floor lintel. The ideal tool depends on the pest's life.



Prevention that actually moves the needle

Termite prevention literature has plenty of broad recommendations. The products that regularly matter specify and measurable.

Keep soil and mulch a minimum of 6 inches below any wood siding, stucco weep screed, or brick veneer ledge. If landscape grade has approached, regrade so assessment spaces
return.
Fix drainage. Add downspout extensions that carry water 3 to 6 feet from the structure. Make sure soil slopes away at a quarter inch per foot for at least 5 feet.
Eliminate wood-to-soil contact. Change soil-covered patio edges, buried kind boards, or bottom fence rails touching your house with correct standoffs. Usage metal post bases
where beams meet slabs.
Ventilate and dry. In crawl spaces, maintain ventilation or use vapor barriers and regulated dehumidification to keep wood wetness listed below 15 percent. Insulate and seal
around pipes to prevent persistent condensation.
Seal and shop wise. Caulk spaces at eaves and around window housings, shop firewood off the ground and away from your home, and paint or seal exterior wood to slow
wetness cycling.

These actions reduce subterranean pressure and limitation drywood entry points. They also make assessments easier for you or a pest control expert due to the fact that line of visions
and access improve.

When to open walls, when to monitor

Deciding to open finishes can feel like a leap. I try to find three triggers. First, safety: if a threshold or sill bends underfoot, you require to see the level. Second, relentless high wetness
in an area with known subterranean activity, which suggests active feeding and prospective surprise rot. Third, drywood pellets that keep appearing from a single area even after
mindful clean-up and patching, suggesting an available nest behind a little location of trim. Opening simply enough to guide treatment is a craft. A thin horizontal cut along the top of a
baseboard can expose a surprising amount of stud confront with minimal cosmetic impact.

If indications are unclear and damage is small, tracking can be smart. For subterraneans, install bait stations and track hits while you remedy moisture and grade issues. For drywood
suspects, mark suspicious spots with painter's tape and date them. Photo pellets and determine amount in time. Real activity produces fresh frass consistently, not just a one-time spill.

Hiring an exterminator without losing cycles

Not all pest control clothing operate the exact same method. The very best invest more time diagnosing than selling. They reveal you evidence. They differentiate species and describe
why their picked method fits. They also speak about your residential or commercial property's particular danger elements, like a piece addition with a cold joint or a cantilevered
balcony Fresno exterminator services with end-grain exposure.

Ask what they will do if signs continue after treatment, and what tracking is included. For subterranean work, ask how they will deal with expansion joints, under-slab pipes, and porch
footings. For drywood, ask whether they advise spot treatment, fumigation, or both, and why. A business that presses a single method for whatever rarely provides the very best result.

If you are weighing bids, keep in mind that the least expensive choice is the one that really resolves your issue the very first time. I have actually revisited homes where three low-
priced area treatments failed on an extensive drywood problem that needed whole-structure fumigation. The total invested went beyond the original fumigation quote by a broad
margin.

Regional subtleties that form expectations

Geography matters. Along seaside belts and in the Southwest, drywood pressure is greater due to warm temperatures and developing styles with exposed, painted trim that remains dry
outside, yet stable inside. In the Southeast and much of the Midwest, subterraneans control due to soil wetness and heavy rain cycles. In the Gulf Coast and lower Mississippi Valley,
Formosan subterranean termites add a layer of hostility, constructing huge colonies with broader foraging varieties and making thick carton nests above ground in severe cases.

In arid regions, subterraneans track to watering lines and drip systems. I have traced more than one interior problem back to a steady drip feeding a colony under a piece. In high-
altitude or colder environments, swarm schedules shift, so do not lean too hard on timing alone. Regional knowledge from an experienced exterminator matters here, due to the fact
that they understand how neighborhoods and typical building information have fun with termite biology.

DIY efforts that assist, and where to draw the line

Homeowners can do more than they think to enhance results. You can fix drain, lower landscape grade, eliminate wood-to-soil contacts, and seal kick-out holes after a professional
validates a drywood nest has actually been dealt with. You can set and check bait stations if you are diligent and patient, particularly around separated structures or fences where
professional service calls add up.

What I do not recommend as do it yourself: drilling pieces for subterranean treatments without proper tools and PPE, or attempting structural heat treatments for drywood problems.
Misapplied items under a piece can wind up in drains or sumps, and unequal heat application can warp finishes without reaching lethal temperatures inside wood members. For area
drywood treatments, non-prescription aerosols seldom reach enough of the gallery network to matter.

If you are going to keep exterminator fresno track of, correspond. Picture, date, and log. If you are going to treat, select a technique appropriate to the species. When in doubt, spend
the cash on a thorough assessment by an experienced pest control expert. That evaluation cost frequently spends for itself by avoiding missteps.

A short field list for quick triage

Pellets present, difficult and six-sided, rolling like salt, collecting in piles under a particular opening: most likely drywood.
No pellets, mud tubes present on structure or hidden behind baseboards, layered damage that follows grain: most likely subterranean.
Swarm from interior wood or localized trim in late summertime or fall, wings near a bookshelf or door jamb: drywood suspicion rises.
Swarm near slab edges in late winter or spring after rain, stacks of wings at baseboards or bath: subterranean suspicion rises.
Moisture source close by, wood darkened or musty: supports subterranean, less so drywood unless there is a roof or window leakage feeding the area.

Use this triage to frame your next steps, then confirm with penetrating, moisture readings, and, if needed, targeted opening.

Bringing it together

Drywood and subterranean termites leave patterns that mirror their biology. Drywood frass is exact, the damage smooth and included, the activity typically in upper or isolated wood.
Below ground signs are muddy, moisture-bound, and typically grounded near soil and water paths. When you learn to check out pellets, mud, and wood texture, you can recognize the
offender with high confidence.

The practical course is simple. Detect thoroughly. Fix wetness and gain access to. Select a treatment that matches the types. Screen and preserve the building so pressure remains low.
If you generate an exterminator, anticipate them to speak in specifics, not slogans. With that state of mind, termite control ends up being an engineering issue with clear inputs and
outputs, not a thinking video game. And your structure-- whether it is a coastal cottage with drywood in the rafters or a slab-on-grade ranch with below ground pressure along the back
wall-- gets the ideal defense at the ideal time.
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Popular Questions About Valley Integrated Pest Control

What services does Valley Integrated Pest Control offer in Fresno, CA?

Valley Integrated Pest Control provides pest control service for residential and commercial properties in Fresno, CA, including common needs like ants, cockroaches, spiders, rodents,
wasps, mosquitoes, and flea and tick treatments. Service recommendations can vary based on the pest and property conditions.

Do you provide residential and commercial pest control?

Yes. Valley Integrated Pest Control offers both residential and commercial pest control service in the Fresno area, which may include preventative plans and targeted treatments
depending on the issue.

Do you offer recurring pest control plans?

Many Fresno pest control companies offer recurring service for prevention, and Valley Integrated Pest Control promotes pest management options that can help reduce recurring pest
activity. Contact the team to match a plan to your property and pest pressure.

Which pests are most common in Fresno and the Central Valley?

In Fresno, property owners commonly deal with ants, spiders, cockroaches, rodents, and seasonal pests like mosquitoes and wasps. Valley Integrated Pest Control focuses on solutions
for these common local pest problems.

What are your business hours?

Valley Integrated Pest Control lists hours as Monday through Friday 7:00 AM–5:00 PM, Saturday 7:00 AM–12:00 PM, and closed on Sunday. If you need a specific appointment
window, it’s best to call to confirm availability.

Do you handle rodent control and prevention steps?

Valley Integrated Pest Control provides rodent control services and may also recommend practical prevention steps such as sealing entry points and reducing attractants to help support
long-term results.

How does pricing typically work for pest control in Fresno?

Pest control pricing in Fresno typically depends on the pest type, property size, severity, and whether you choose one-time service or recurring prevention. Valley Integrated Pest
Control can usually provide an estimate after learning more about the problem.

How do I contact Valley Integrated Pest Control to schedule service?

Call (559) 307-0612 to schedule or request an estimate. For Spanish assistance, you can also call (559) 681-1505. You can follow Valley Integrated Pest Control on Facebook,
Instagram, and YouTube

Valley Integrated Pest Control is honored to serve the %%AREA_NAME%% community and delivers professional pest removal for residential and commercial properties.
If you're in need of an exterminator in %%AREA_NAME%%, contact Valley Integrated Pest Control near %%LANDMARK_NAME%%.
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