
A well planned garage can pull more weight than any other room in the house. It holds tools, sports gear,
seasonal decor, paint, overflow pantry stock, and the random boxes you swear you will get to next month. The
difference between a garage that works and a garage you avoid usually comes down to the cabinets and the
team that builds them. Picking the right garage cabinet builders is not about chasing the lowest bid, it is about
pairing your space and habits with materials, hardware, and installation methods that will last.

What separates a true specialist from a general carpenter
Most carpenters can build a box. Fewer understand the particular stress a garage puts on cabinetry. Heat,
humidity, dust, and heavy loads expose shortcuts fast. A skilled garage cabinet company designs for those
stressors and installs with the same care you would expect in a kitchen, adapted for concrete floors, uneven walls,
and the occasional oil spill.

I have seen otherwise beautiful cabinets sag because a crew anchored an entire 12 foot run into drywall with a
few generic toggles. I have also seen light, clean systems hold 600 pound loadouts because the builder mapped
every stud, used a continuous French cleat, and spec’d the right screws for SPF studs and Tapcon anchors for the
slab. The craft is in the details you do not see.

Look for mindset as much as machinery. Good teams measure with a laser, not a tape alone. They discuss thermal
expansion, not just color swatches. They ask how you use your garage through the year and propose layouts that
match, rather than dumping a catalog page into your space.

Materials that earn their keep
You will hear a lot of material names when you start collecting quotes: melamine, laminated plywood, MDF,
powder coated steel, anodized aluminum. There is no single winner for every garage. Each comes with trade offs.

Melamine over industrial particleboard remains a staple for Custom garage cabinets. The best shops use CARB
compliant, high density panels with moisture resistant resins. That makes a cabinet carcass that cuts cleanly,
accepts confirmat screws, and stays dimensionally stable if humidity swings. The vulnerable spots are the edges
and the bottoms. A 3 mm PVC edge band protects far better than thin tape, and a sealed or laminated cabinet
bottom resists swelling if you mop around the toe kick. Full 5/8 inch or 3/4 inch thickness for sides and shelves
matters. A 5/8 inch shelf at 30 inches wide with a center support will hold an army of paint cans, while a 1/2 inch
shelf will creep over time.



Plywood has fans, and for good reason. A 7 to 11 ply birch cabinet stays strong even when screws get moved
once or twice. It is lighter than particleboard for wall mounted systems and handles pocket screw joinery well. Its
weakness is surface durability if not fully laminated. Raw plywood faces pick up stains and fuzz. A high pressure
laminate on faces and edges fixes that, but brings cost closer to steel.

MDF has no place in a damp garage unless fully sealed and used for painted doors only, and even then, it
deserves caution. I have replaced swollen MDF toe kicks more often than any other component.

Powder coated steel cabinets are nearly bulletproof and a smart choice for coastal climates where salt air finds
any unsealed edge. Good systems use folded 18 to 20 gauge steel, with reinforced shelves that take 150 to 300
pounds each. Doors close with positive latches, and drawers ride on full extension slides, often 100 pound rated.
Steel warms up and cools down with the garage, so add anti condensation mats if you store sensitive items.
Aluminum is lighter and does not rust, but dents easier and costs more.

Hardware turns good boxes into functional cabinets. A builder who names hinge brands, like Blum or Salice, and
quotes actual load ratings for slides communicates respect for your time. Soft close hinges reduce slam damage.
Drawer slides should match the use: 75 pound slides for fasteners and hand tools, 100 or 150 pound slides for
sockets, sanders, and chargers. Ask how they mount slides when the cabinet sides meet a face frame, and how
they shim to maintain alignment on a wavy wall.

Back panels are often overlooked. A full 1/2 inch back in a dado, glued and screwed, stiffens a tall pantry cabinet
in ways a thin tack on back never can. For wall hung systems, many of the best Garage cabinet builders use a
continuous cleat or rail that spreads load across multiple studs. If you prefer floor based cabinets, a pressure
treated or composite toe platform keeps moisture away from the carcass.

Designing for the way garages really work
A productive layout starts with a few candid questions. Do you park inside every night, or only when it hails? Do
you wrench on a motorcycle? Do kids dump bats and muddy cleats by the entry door? Do you need a tall locker
for fishing rods and a safe place for chemicals? Your answers determine clearances, counter lengths, and the
storage mix.

I like to keep a deep counter, 24 to 30 inches, near the garage door for dirty work and drop zones. Power tool
charging lives under a counter with a recessed power strip and cable management, not on the main surface. Tall
cabinets go along the side walls where they do not nibble into vehicle doors. Buffers matter. Plan for at least 36
inches between a parked vehicle and cabinet faces. In tight two car bays, offseting the deeper run to one side
often prevents door dings.

Ventilation and fumes are not theoretical. If you store fuel, solvents, or pool chemicals, either dedicate a
ventilated steel cabinet or choose sealed doors with perimeter gasketing and floor level vents. Many Texas
garages have water heaters in the corner. Respect clearance and combustion air requirements. Code wants
ignition sources off the floor and protected. A conscientious garage cabinet company will know to leave 30
inches of working space in front of service panels and will not block attic pull downs with tall units.

Lighting transforms the experience. A 4000 to 5000 Kelvin LED strip under the upper cabinets doubles the
usability of a work counter. A motion sensor switch near the entry door keeps hands free. If you plan an EV
charger or a compressor, decide those runs before cabinets, not after, so your electrician can route cleanly and
your builder can create grommeted pass throughs instead of hacksaw notches.

The Texas factor: heat, humidity, and concrete that rarely sits level



If you are evaluating a Garage cabinet in Texas, climate and construction quirks shape the spec. Houston and the
Gulf Coast bring humidity and salt. In those zones, sealed edges and corrosion resistant fasteners stop
headaches. A powder coated steel system, or at least melamine carcasses with ABS edges and sealed bottoms,
outlasts a budget build. Dallas and North Texas see greater temperature swings. Expansion joints in slabs, along
with occasional heave, make a strong case for wall hung cabinets that float above the floor by 6 to 12 inches.
That gap does two things: avoids minor flooding during severe storms, and makes it easy to sweep out grit that
chews through toe kicks.

Termites remain a reality in parts of Texas. Keep wood off the slab by using composite or treated bases, and ask if
the crew borates raw cut edges in contact zones. It is a small step that costs pennies and prevents damage worth
thousands.

Walls in production homes often wave and bell. I have measured new construction with 3/8 inch deviation in
eight feet. A pro installer knows how to scribe fillers so doors sit even and drawers glide without rubbing. They
also know where they can and cannot screw. Garages that share a wall with living space must maintain fire
separation, typically 1/2 inch Type X gypsum. A careless installer who gouges that layer for a cleat and leaves it
thin violates code and safety. Ask what they do when a stud falls in the wrong place. The right answer sounds like
rails, toggles rated for fire separations, or an engineered cleat anchored into the plate and multiple studs, not a
shrug.

Permits for Garage cabinet installation are usually not required for non structural work. The moment you add
circuits, cut through rated walls, or modify gas lines around water heaters, the rules change. In Austin, San
Antonio, Houston, and Dallas suburbs, a simple electrical permit and a quick inspection add days but protect you
when you sell. Ethical builders either carry a license for this scope or bring in a known electrician and coordinate
the schedule.

How a good process looks from first call to last sweep
A steady team follows a sequence that keeps surprises rare. The first visit is not a sales pitch, it is a discovery.
They measure the space with a laser, note ceiling height at several points, check if the slab pitches to the door or
a floor drain, and tap walls to confirm stud spacing and whether they are wood or metal. If there is a recent
epoxy floor, they ask about cure time. Polyaspartic coatings set fast, but many epoxies stay soft for a week in
humid weather. A patient installer protects that floor with ram board and foam, and avoids dragging bases across
it.

Next comes a design conversation, usually with a simple plan view and one or two elevations. Some shops render
in 3D. The drawing matters less than the accuracy of the notes. Depths, heights, and clearance to cars should be
in inches, not hand waves. You should see a count of shelves and drawers, a spec for slides and hinges, and a
description of materials, down to edge type.

Quotes that earn trust break down labor, materials, and installation. They include a timeline. For custom
melamine, expect a 3 to 6 week lead time in most markets, longer in spring. Steel systems can be faster if in
stock, slower if configured. Installation often takes one to two days for a two car garage, three to four for a
tandem bay with a workbench, slatwall, and ceiling racks. A sensible payment schedule might be a deposit to
enter production, a progress payment upon delivery, and a small balance after you test every door and drawer.

The handoff should include a quick tutorial. How to adjust a hinge, what to use for cleaning, how much load a
shelf will take without sagging more than 1/8 inch, and who to call if a door warps. Reputable teams put their
number on the inside of a door and answer it.



The epoxy floor timing problem, solved
I once walked into a job in Katy where the floor guy and the cabinet crew were booked back to back. The
homeowner wanted crisp epoxy edges under the cabinets, the floor contractor wanted an empty space, and the
cabinet team wanted walls clear so they could laser level their lines. The best sequence depends on the system. If
you are installing wall hung cabinets, finishing the floor first gives the cleanest look. Let coatings cure to the
manufacturer’s spec, which in summer humidity might be 72 to 96 hours for epoxy, 24 hours for polyaspartic. For
floor based units, it is often safer to install after the floor so the toe platforms sit clean. In both cases, tell the
floor contractor where cabinets go so they can degloss under to help adhesion, and insist that the cabinet crew
uses non marring dollies and foam pads. Patience on scheduling saves money and temper.

Custom versus modular: where the dollars go
Modular or ready to assemble cabinets shine when speed and price matter more than a perfect fit. A quality
modular steel set with a rolling tool chest, two tall lockers, and a 72 inch worktop might land between 1,800 and
3,500 dollars installed, depending on brand and accessories. Semi custom melamine systems that adapt to your
wall lengths, offer soft close hardware, and include a counter often sit in the 3,500 to 8,000 dollar range for a two
car bay. Full Custom garage cabinets, with laminated interiors, deep drawers for power tools, slatwall integration,
and purpose built tall lockers, usually start near 6,000 and run to 20,000 dollars or more for large spaces. Powder
coated aluminum and high end steel can reach similar numbers.

Where the money goes is not a mystery. Thicker materials, premium hardware, on site scribing, and strong
anchoring eat hours and cost. If a number looks too good, something gave. That might be back panels thinner
than a cereal box, slides rated for 50 pounds, or installers paid to Garage cabinet in Texas move fast, not
accurately.

A quick vetting checklist that fits on your phone
Ask to see three recent installs within 20 miles, with phone numbers for references.

Confirm materials by spec, not just name, including panel thickness and edge band type.

Request hardware brands and load ratings for shelves and slides in writing.

Review anchoring methods for both walls and floors, including fastener types.

Verify warranty terms and who performs service if you need a hinge replaced.

Installation questions that separate pros from pretenders
How will you handle my wall if it is out of plumb by 1/2 inch across the run?

What is your plan around the water heater, electrical panel, and attic access?

Do you float cabinets off the floor, and by how much, in case of minor flooding?

Which days and times will you work, and how do you control dust and protect the floor?

If we add outlets inside cabinets, who pulls the permit and coordinates inspection?

Red flags inside a too thin quote
Beware of generic lines like install uppers and lowers per plan without stating how they attach or what sits behind
the doors. If finishes are described with words like premium or designer but without a laminate name or steel
gauge, you are reading marketing copy. Watch for outriggers to hide weak shelves, and for excessive reliance on
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plastic drywall anchors. In one Dallas garage, a low bid crew hung an 8 foot run on hollow wall anchors every 16
inches, then loaded it with paint and chains. A week later, the wall bowed. The fix cost more than the original job.

Insurance is not exciting, but if the crew cannot produce a certificate of general liability and workers’ comp, you
are assuming risk. The installer should take a few minutes to walk you through stud maps and the layout with
tape on the wall before they drill the first hole. Rushed teams skip that step and often catch it later when a
cabinet door swings into a garage door track.

Build with the seasons in mind
Texas summers punish adhesives and installers. When temperatures in the garage top 100 degrees, edge band
glue lines can telegraph if the shop pressed panels at the wrong temperature, and epoxy floors scuff softer. Plan
big jobs for morning starts and give coatings their full cure window. In winter snaps, cold melamine chips more
easily, so shops that pre cut in a controlled environment and keep blades sharp save grief. Small choices add up
to a quiet, tight cabinet.

Design moves that pay off every day
A shallow upper cabinet, 12 to 16 inches deep, above a deeper base prevents forehead dents and keeps
frequently used items reachable. A full depth drawer at 8 to 10 inches tall swallows cordless drills upright,
avoiding dead battery piles. Pegboard still has a place, but slatwall with aluminum inserts carries more weight
and hides dust better. If you plan a sink, route a proper drain and trap and use a deep stainless basin with a pull
out faucet. A sink without a place to drip dry rags turns into a clutter magnet.

For tall storage, I like a section of 90 to 96 inch cabinets for brooms, mops, and rods, with a shallow shelf up top
for items you touch once a season. Make sure your tallest cabinet clears the garage door when open. That might
sound obvious, until you install a 92 inch cabinet under a low track in an older Austin bungalow.

Inside the boxes, label the first month you live with them. Doors hide things too well. Drawer dividers for
fasteners, hooks inside doors for gloves, and a low pull out for a shop vac keep chaos from returning. If you share
the garage, commit one bay of drawers or a small locker to each person. Ownership cuts arguments.

When to choose a suspended system
Wall hung cabinets have real benefits. They keep the toe space clear for sweeping and keep wood away from
occasional wet floors. They also create visual lightness in a small garage. The catch is anchor quality. You need
solid wood studs, not the thin metal studs common in some new builds. If you do have metal studs, experienced
installers can use togglers rated for metal, combined with tracks that spread load. They will also find the top and
bottom plates, which often are wood even if the studs are metal, and tie into those.

Suspended systems also avoid expansion joint conflicts and random saw cuts in the slab. In Frisco and parts of
Houston, I have seen slabs with saw cuts that wander. Trying to level a row of floor based cabinets across those
seams is an exercise in shim stacking. Hanging the run on a level cleat simplifies the job.

Working with a garage cabinet company as a partner
The best projects feel collaborative. Share photos of what goes inside the cabinets, not just the empty space.
Invite the builder to suggest alternatives. A taller toe platform might align a counter with a window sill, or a
narrower base might leave room for a trash bin where you actually stand. Agree on a small mock up or a sample



door. For painted doors, a small panel looks different in the garage light than under a showroom pendant. For
melamine and laminate, ask for a cut sample so you can feel edge quality and core density.

Once you lock the plan, respect the production calendar. Good shops cut efficiently, batch parts, and finish edges
for assemblies as a set. Scope creep right before install day breaks that rhythm. If you must change something,
treat it as a new phase.

Maintenance that protects your investment
Most cabinets ask little. Wipe with a damp cloth, no abrasives. For melamine, avoid strong solvents. For steel, a
bit of car wash soap keeps powder coat clean. Adjust hinges seasonally if doors drift. A soft close hinge has two
screws, one to move the door left and right, the other in and out. A quarter turn can stop a rub. Replace shelf
pins with locking versions if kids are rough on doors. Once a year, pull the heaviest drawer, vacuum the slide
tracks, and check mounting screws for tightness.

If the garage floods or you spill chemicals, dry and air out the cabinets. Many modern melamine and steel
systems will shrug off a few inches of water if they float above the floor and edges are sealed. Warping often
points to prolonged high humidity with no air movement. A small dehumidifier or a ceiling fan on low in summer
months can protect the space and your tools.

Final thoughts from years on slab floors
Great Garage cabinet installation is part carpentry, part problem solving, and a big part listening. The right
builder treats your garage like a workshop that happens to share space with cars. They map loads, pick materials
that make sense for your climate, and install like they intend to come back in five years and be proud of what
they see.

Whether you hire a boutique team for fully Custom garage cabinets or a streamlined garage cabinet company
that installs a well designed steel system, let substance drive the choice. Ask a few pointed questions, walk a
recent job, and feel a drawer loaded with weight. Good builders welcome that level of scrutiny. They know the
work holds up. And when it does, your garage becomes a place you use, not just a place you pass through.

Garaginization
Address: 2261 Morgan Pkwy Suite 130, Farmers Branch, TX 75234



Phone number: (214) 230-2294

FAQ About Garage Cabinet Company

How much should garage cabinets cost?

Garage cabinets cost anywhere from $500 to $10,000+ depending on whether you choose DIY-friendly
plastic/resin units, ready-to-assemble steel sets, or full custom installations. Costs scale based on the material,
garage size, and whether you pay for professional installation.

Who has the best garage cabinets?

Finding the "best" garage cabinets depends on your budget and storage needs. For heavy-duty use and premium
quality, NewAge Products is widely considered the best overall. For excellent mid-tier value, Gladiator is highly
rated, while Husky provides the best budget-friendly metal options.

Is Garage Organization.com legit?

Yes, Garage-Organization.com is a legit e-commerce retailer that sells garage storage cabinets, shelving, and
organizational systems. While they are a legitimate business, there are a few important things to know before you
buy.


