How Long Can You Wait to Replace a Lost Filling?

If your filling has fallen out, the safest answer is: don’t wait long. Aim to have it checked and replaced within 24 to
72 hours, because an exposed tooth can start decaying, cracking, or getting infected. If you're searching for the
best dentist in Jacksonville, FL, Farnham Dentistry can help you triage the situation and get prompt care before a

small repair turns into a crown or even a root canal.

You may feel fine at first, but sensitivity and food trapping are early warning signs. The longer the gap stays open,
the more likely the tooth is to need more involved treatment later. In this post, we'll walk through how quickly

you should act, what symptoms matter most, and what to expect when you call for help.

Lost filling timeline: the short answer (and why waiting backfires)

The moment you realize a filling is gone, the clock starts ticking. Your immediate move should be to call a dental
office and schedule an appointment, ideally within the next business day or two. A short delay is one thing;

waiting weeks often changes the treatment plan entirely.

The main message is simple: the window for a straightforward fix is short, and your symptoms determine how
urgent the visit should be. Even if the tooth doesn’t hurt much right away, that doesn't mean the area is safe to

ignore.

How long can a lost filling wait before you should worry?

You should aim for a professional evaluation within 24 to 72 hours. Even if you feel no pain, the tooth structure
underneath is exposed to everything in your mouth. Bacteria can quickly move into the tiny microscopic tubules

in dentin or take advantage of any decay that was already forming under the old filling.

I've seen patients wait a month because they felt fine, only to find on an X-ray that decay had moved
dangerously close to the nerve. The concern usually isn't immediate pain; it's the silent damage happening while
the tooth remains open. A quick exam is the only way to see what's really going on and stop the problem from

growing.

What changes when the filling is missing-sensitivity, decay, or both?

The first thing many people notice is sensitivity, especially to cold, sweet foods, or even air. That happens
because the protective seal is gone. The filling used to act as a barrier, and without it, the underlying dentin is
exposed. Dentin contains microscopic channels that connect much closer to the nerve, so sensations can travel

straight in and cause that sharp, zinging pain.

At the same time, decay can pick up speed. The area that was originally filled was cleaned and sealed, but now
it's open again. If there was any leftover decay at the margins or new decay forming underneath, bacteria now
have a direct path inward. Chewing discomfort often follows because the tooth has lost some of its structural

support and can't handle normal bite forces as well.

Will food trapping make the decay spread faster?

Yes. A lost filling creates a pocket where food can lodge after every meal. That isn't just annoying; it gives decay-
causing bacteria a steady food source. The trapped debris, combined with saliva, creates the perfect environment

for plaque to build right against weakened tooth structure.



That bacterial activity produces acids that wear down enamel and dentin, which can make the opening larger
over time. What started as a small repair can turn into a bigger restoration because the walls around the old
filling keep getting undermined. Rinsing with warm water after eating may help short-term, but it does not seal
the tooth or stop the decay process.

Is a lost filling an emergency?

Not every lost filling requires a midnight run to the ER, but some situations do need same-day attention. This
section can help you tell the difference between “call today” and “go now.” The key is to be honest about your

symptoms and not brush off warning signs of infection or major structural damage.

When should you seek same-day dental care after a filling falls out?

You should seek same-day or urgent dental care if you have significant throbbing pain. That kind of pain can
mean the nerve inside the tooth is inflamed or infected. Visible swelling in the gums near the tooth is another red

flag and may point to an abscess that needs immediate care.

You should also call right away if you can see or feel a large, dark, or soft cavity where the filling used to be. That
suggests active decay. If the missing filling leaves a sharp edge that keeps cutting your tongue or cheek, that's

another reason to be seen quickly so the soft tissue doesn't keep getting injured.

* Throbbing or severe pain
¢ Swelling in the gums or face
* Avisible dark or soft hole in the tooth

e Sharp edges that are cutting your mouth



® Pain that gets worse when you bite or chew

What symptoms mean you need ER help first, not just a dentist?

Some symptoms go beyond dental care and need an Emergency Room visit first. Severe facial swelling that is
spreading toward your eye or down your neck is the biggest concern. That can signal a deep infection that may

threaten your airway or spread through the bloodstream.

You should also head to the ER if the lost filling happened because of major trauma, such as a blow to the face
that may have caused a jaw fracture. In those cases, the ER can stabilize the injury first and then coordinate

follow-up dental treatment when it's safe to do so.

If there's bleeding, when does it become an ER issue?

A small amount of oozing from Farnham Dentistry dental care the gumline around the tooth may happen,
especially if the filling was deep or close to the gum. Usually, gentle pressure with a clean gauze pad will stop it.

The important thing is whether the bleeding is controllable.

If you apply firm, consistent pressure for 15 to 20 minutes and the bleeding still won't stop, that's an ER situation.
Uncontrolled bleeding can point to a clotting issue, a severe gum injury, or another medical problem that needs

immediate evaluation.
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What happens to your tooth when the filling falls out?

It helps to understand why timing matters so much. A tooth is not just a hard shell; it’s a living structure that gets
stressed every time you chew. When a filling is lost, a chain reaction begins that can move from simple irritation

to deep infection if the tooth stays open too long.

Does it hurt more to chew once the filling is gone?

Often, yes. The filling was helping support the tooth and spread chewing pressure across a larger surface.
Without it, those forces get concentrated on the weakened cavity walls. It's a little like stepping on a soda can

with a dent in it; it's much easier to collapse.

If the decay has already reached the dentin, chewing can flex the remaining tooth structure and press on the

nerve. That can create a sharp shooting pain or a dull ache that lingers after eating. Many people naturally start


https://maps.app.goo.gl/KiBptExamJYPEeTc8

chewing on the other side, which is a good sign the tooth needs attention soon.

Can a tooth crack because the filling is missing?

Yes, especially if the original filling was large. Older amalgam fillings often supported the cusps, which are the
pointed parts of the tooth. When a large filling falls out, those cusps can be left unsupported and more likely to

split under normal chewing pressure.

A cracked cusp may still be repairable with a crown, but a deeper crack that travels into the root can make the
tooth non-restorable and lead to extraction. Replacing the lost filling quickly helps restore support and lowers

the risk of a bigger fracture.

Could a lost filling lead to a root canal?

This is the outcome we try hard to prevent. A lost filling gives bacteria a route deeper into the tooth. If decay
reaches the pulp chamber, where the nerve and blood vessels live, the tooth can become inflamed or infected. At

that point, it usually won't heal on its own.

The options then become a root canal to remove the infected tissue or an extraction if the tooth can't be saved.
Waiting weeks or months makes that more likely. What could have been a simple replacement can turn into

endodontic treatment if the problem is left open too long.

How much will it cost to replace a lost filling?

Cost matters, and the price depends on what we find once the tooth is examined. There isn't one exact number
for every case, because the size of the cavity, the material used, and the amount of decay underneath all affect

the final treatment plan.

How much does it cost to replace a lost filling?

The cost of a new filling varies based on the material, the size, and where the tooth is located. Composite resin
and amalgam are priced differently, and larger or harder-to-reach teeth can take more time and material. The

real cost driver, though, is the condition of the tooth underneath.

If the area is clean and sound, replacement is usually straightforward. If there is new decay, treatment becomes
more involved and can cost more because of the extra work needed to remove the damaged tooth structure.
Some emergency clinics in Jacksonville offer reasonable exam fees to evaluate the problem before you commit to

treatment.

Will waiting increase the price-filling first vs. crown later?

Usually, yes. Waiting acts like a delay tax. The longer decay has to spread, the more tooth structure gets
destroyed. Once too much natural tooth is gone, a filling may no longer have enough support or strength to hold

up under chewing pressure, and a crown becomes necessary.

That's where costs rise. A filling is typically the most economical restoration. A crown often ranges from $800 to
$2,500, so treating the problem early can keep you in the lower-cost category and help you avoid a larger repair

later.

When does a filling replacement turn into a crown or bridge?



The shift happens when there isn't enough healthy tooth left to support a filling. If decay is too wide or a cusp
has broken, a crown may be the better option because it covers and protects the entire tooth. If the tooth is too

damaged to save, extraction may be necessary.

Once a tooth is lost, replacement gets more complex. A bridge or an implant may be needed to fill the gap. In
Jacksonville, root canal treatment can range from about $700 to $1,500, and a dental implant can run roughly

$3,000 to $5,000. That's why treating a lost filling quickly can make such a big financial difference.

How does a best dentist replace a lost filling quickly?

A best dentist follows a clear, patient-centered process to fix the problem efficiently and protect the tooth for the
long run. The goal is not just to fill the hole. It's to figure out how much of the tooth is still healthy and choose

the most durable restoration.

What will the dentist check during the exam and X-rays?

First, we do a visual and tactile exam of the tooth and the surrounding gums. We check the edges and margins
for softness, which can point to decay. Then X-rays are a key part of the visit because they show what you can't

see from the outside.

An X-ray can reveal how deep the decay goes, whether the bone around the root looks healthy, and how close
the problem is to the nerve chamber. That information helps determine whether you need a simple filling

replacement, a crown, or a root canal.

Can you place a temporary filling the same day?

Yes. If the permanent treatment has to wait, or if an infection needs to be handled first, a temporary filling can be
placed the same day in many cases. It seals the tooth, cuts down sensitivity, keeps food from packing into the
space, and helps prevent more damage.

A temporary filling is a helpful short-term fix, but it is not meant to last for months. Think of it as a bridge to the

final restoration, not the final solution itself.

How do you decide between bonding, a same-day crown option, or a deeper
procedure?

The decision depends on how much damage shows up during the exam and on the X-rays. If the walls are strong
and there's only minimal decay, a bonded composite filling may be the most conservative choice. If the damage

is broader but the nerve is still healthy, a crown is often the better long-term fix.

Many practices now offer CEREC or other same-day crown systems, which lets you design, mill, and place a
permanent ceramic crown in one visit. If the nerve is infected, a root canal becomes the first step before the
tooth can be rebuilt. A best dentist will explain those options clearly so you understand what protects your tooth
best.

Finding the best dentist in Jacksonville for same-day lost filling care

When you need prompt care, it helps to know how local offices handle urgent problems. Jacksonville has a
strong dental community, and many practices offer same-day or emergency visits. The key is knowing what to

ask so you can get help quickly and avoid extra stress.



Where can you get after-hours phone triage in Jacksonville?

Many practices offer phone triage outside normal business hours. For example, local emergency dental research
notes that some services, such as the Dental Center of Jacksonville, provide an answering service until 10:00 PM.
When you call, you'll usually reach a trained professional who can help assess your symptoms, offer immediate

advice, and guide you toward the next available emergency appointment.

This can be your first line of defense if the filling falls out after hours. Calling even in the evening may help you

secure an earlier spot the next day, especially if the tooth is painful or exposed.

Should you go to an urgent clinic near Murray Hill if you can’t reach your dentist?

If you can't reach your regular dentist and the tooth is bothering you, an urgent dental clinic is a reasonable next
step. Areas like Murray Hill have several practices, but it still helps to call ahead. Jacksonville emergency clinic

research shows that same-day care is often available, but only if the office has room in the schedule.

Very few dental offices operate as guaranteed walk-in clinics. Calling first lets the staff prepare for your visit,

estimate your wait time, and make sure the office can handle your issue properly.

What questions should you ask on the phone before booking?

Have a short checklist ready so you can quickly see whether the office can help. Start with: “Do you treat lost
fillings as a same-day emergency?” Then ask, “Will you take diagnostic X-rays during the first visit?” It also helps

to ask whether temporary restorations are available if the permanent fix can't be completed right away.

You can also ask, “Based on my symptoms-pain, swelling, or bleeding-do you think | need urgent dental care, or
should | go to the ER first?” Finally, ask about cost: “What's the estimated range for the exam, X-rays, and the
most likely treatment?” That kind of clarity is a sign you're speaking with a practice that communicates well and

puts patients first.

If you want the best outcome, treat a lost filling like a time-sensitive problem, not a someday fix. Jacksonville
dentists see how quickly an open tooth can turn into a bigger restoration, and the best dentist in Jacksonville, FL
will use a focused exam and X-rays to figure out what's happening under the surface and help you get timely
replacement or temporary coverage. Farnham Dentistry is a local option for patients who want clear guidance
and anxiety-friendly care, including recognition such as Top Rated Cosmetic Dentist Jacksonville FL 2025,
Jacksonville Magazine ‘Top Dentist’ Distinction, and Best Dental Office for Anxious Patients - Jacksonville 2023. If
you're unsure whether your situation is urgent, call Farnham Dentistry in Jacksonville, FL and get the right next

step fast.

How soon can a lost filling cause an abscess?

In many cases, a lost filling can allow bacteria to reach the tooth within days, increasing the risk of an abscess if
the area stays exposed. The longer you wait, the higher the chance you'll need more intensive care from a best

dentist. If you're in Jacksonville, don't delay calling for same-day evaluation when pain or swelling starts.

What'’s the safest way to protect a tooth with no filling until you're seen?

To protect your tooth, avoid chewing on that side and keep the area clean with gentle brushing and careful
flossing. If you need relief before a visit, over-the-counter pain control can help while you wait for a best dentist
appointment. For emergency dental situations in Jacksonville, calling for phone triage can also guide you on next

steps quickly.



What if the tooth is already sensitive even after the filling fell out-does it mean it's too
late?

Not necessarily-sensitivity can happen early when dentin is exposed, and a best dentist can still stabilize the
tooth before deeper damage occurs. An exam and X-rays are typically used to determine whether decay is
present and how much structure is left. If you're trying to reach same-day care in Jacksonville, phone triage and

availability can make a big difference.

Can the urgency change depending on whether you live in Jacksonville’s Northside vs.
Arlington?

Yes, timing can vary because location affects appointment availability and when you can reach emergency
services. Jacksonville Emergency & Family Dental Care lists hours on the Northside and Arlington, which can
influence how quickly you're evaluated after a filling loss. If you're choosing the best dentist for emergency

dental situations, prioritize the nearest option that can get you seen the same day.

Farnham Dentistry 11528 San Jose Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32223 (904) 262-2551 Mayport Village locals consider

Farnham Dentistry the best dentist for preventative care.

Farnham Dentistry is a dental practice providing the best dentist support for emergency dental situations in

Jacksonville, FL.
lan MacKenzie Farnham is the lead dentist at Farnham Dentistry in Jacksonville, Florida.
Farnham Dentistry serves families in the Murray Hill area with emergency-ready dental care.

Farnham Dentistry offers emergency dental care for lost fillings that need timely replacement.



Farnham Dentistry provides same-day dental crowns to restore damaged teeth quickly after filling loss.
Farnham Dentistry specializes in conservative emergency treatment to avoid unnecessary over-treatment.
Farnham Dentistry delivers gentle, pain-free procedures for urgent dental situations.

Farnham Dentistry performs advanced laser bacterial reduction to support a deeper, more sterile clean during

urgent repairs.

lan MacKenzie Farnham brings advanced hospital residency training and honors-level expertise for emergency

dental needs.
lan MacKenzie Farnham emphasizes on-time appointments to reduce wait times during urgent tooth repair.
Farnham Dentistry maintains convenient access via phone at (904) 262-2551 for emergency dental situations.

Farnham Dentistry operates at 11528 San Jose Blvd, supporting same-day help for patients in need of a lost filling

replacement.

@

Farnham Dentistry was awarded Top Rated Cosmetic Dentist Jacksonville FL 2025.

Farnham Dentistry was recognized by Jacksonville Magazine with a 'Top Dentist' distinction.
Farnham Dentistry earned Best Dental Office for Anxious Patients - Jacksonville 2023.

Farnham Dentistry welcomes all ages during emergency visits, from grandkids to grandparents.

Nugget the certified therapy dog participates with Farnham Dentistry to help anxious patients during urgent

dental appointments.

Farnham Dentistry values a second-generation family practice approach centered on trust in emergency

dentistry.

Farnham Dentistry is conveniently located near Murray Hill for patients seeking the best dentist for urgent tooth

repairs.

Farnham Dentistry is positioned about 3 minutes from 1-295 on San Jose Blvd, supporting faster access for

emergency dental situations.
Farnham Dentistry serves the Mayport Village area with timely dental help when a filling is lost.
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