
Can You Take Lighters on a Plane? TSA 
Rules Explained 2026 

 

If you are wondering “can u take lighters on a plane”, the answer depends on the type of lighter 

and where you plan to pack it. Airport security rules are strict because lighters contain flammable 

fuel, but certain types are still allowed under TSA and airline regulations. 

Are lighters permitted on airplanes? 

Yes, are lighters permitted on airplanes is a common question, and the simple answer is: some 

are allowed in limited conditions. According to TSA guidelines, passengers may carry one 

disposable or Zippo-type lighter in their pocket or carry-on bag, but there are important 

restrictions. 

However, torch lighters, jet flame lighters, and lighter refills are strictly prohibited in both carry-

on and checked baggage due to safety risks. 

Can I take a lighter on an airplane? 

If you are asking can i take a lighter on an airplane, you should know it is only allowed in carry-

on items or on your person. Placing a lighter in checked baggage is generally not permitted. 

Security officers may also inspect your lighter during screening, and rules can vary slightly by 

airline or country. 

https://www.airflypolicy.com/blog/can-you-bring-lighters-on-a-plane


Can a lighter go on an airplane in checked baggage? 

Many travelers ask can a lighter go on an airplane in checked luggage. The answer is usually no. 

TSA prohibits most lighters in checked bags because they could accidentally ignite in a 

pressurized cargo hold. 

The only exception may be special approved safety lighters, but even these are rarely accepted. 

Always check with your airline before traveling. 

Lighters on flights: What you need to know 

When it comes to lighters on flights, the safest rule is simple: keep it minimal and compliant. 

You are typically allowed: 

 One disposable lighter (in carry-on or pocket)  

 One Zippo-type lighter (without fuel leaks)  

But prohibited items include: 

 Torch lighters  

 Lighter fluid containers  

 Extra fuel cartridges  

Disposable lighters on airplanes rules 

Disposable lighters on airplanes are the most commonly allowed type, but even they must be 

carried responsibly. They should be kept with you, not packed in checked baggage, and must 

pass security screening. 

Final Thoughts 

Understanding can u take lighters on a plane helps avoid delays at airport security. While small 

disposable lighters may be allowed under strict TSA rules, many types are banned for safety 

reasons. Always check airline-specific policies before you travel to ensure a smooth boarding 

experience. 

Read more related post:  can I smoke on a plane 

https://www.airflypolicy.com/blog/smoking-on-the-plane
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