
How Much Does Alaska Airlines Charge for 
Checked Bags?
Understanding baggage fees before booking a flight can help travelers prepare their budgets and 
avoid unexpected expenses at the airport. Alaska Airlines allows passengers to check luggage, but the 
cost depends on the number of bags, travel route, ticket conditions, and eligibility for baggage benefits.

The Alaska Airlines baggage policy explains the rules for checked luggage, including fees, weight 
restrictions, size limits, and exemptions. Passengers should review these requirements before departure 
to determine how much they will need to pay.

For tickets issued on or after April 10, 2026, standard checked-bag fees on covered North American 
routes are $45 for the first bag, $55 for the second bag, and $200 for the third and each additional bag. 
Certain passengers may qualify for free baggage allowances.

Alaska Airlines Baggage Policy

https://www.esyflyhub.com/baggage-policy/alaska-airlines-baggage-policy


How Much Does Alaska Airlines Charge for Checked Bags?

Alaska Airlines' standard checked-bag fees vary according to the number of bags checked per passenger. The 
following rates apply to covered North American flights for tickets issued on or after April 10, 2026.

Checked baggage

First checked bag

Second checked bag

Third and additional bags

Each additional bag

Standard fee

$45

$55

$200

$200

These charges generally apply per passenger, each way, when the relevant baggage allowance does not include 
free checked bags. For example, a passenger checking two standard bags may pay $100 in total for a one-way 
journey. A round trip with the same allowance could cost $200, assuming the same fees apply to both directions.

Passengers should verify the price for their specific itinerary because international routes, travel dates, and 
special baggage benefits may have different conditions.



What Is Included in the Alaska Airlines Baggage Policy?

The Alaska Airlines baggage policy covers 
more than the price of checked luggage. It also 
explains the permitted dimensions, weight 
restrictions, carry-on allowance, and rules for 
special items.

On many flights, passengers can bring one 
carry-on bag and one personal item without 
paying a separate carry-on fee. Checked 
baggage is handled separately and may 
require payment depending on the ticket and 
passenger eligibility.

Standard checked bags generally have a 
maximum weight of 50 pounds and maximum 
combined dimensions of 62 linear inches. Linear 
dimensions are calculated by adding the length, 
width, and height of a bag.

Bags that exceed the permitted weight or size 
may incur additional charges or restrictions. 
Travelers should measure and weigh their 
luggage before arriving at the airport.



How Do Overweight and Oversized Baggage Fees Work?

Passengers who pack heavy or unusually large luggage may need to pay additional fees. These charges can 
apply in addition to the standard checked-bag fee.

For covered North American flights, Alaska Airlines' published fee schedule lists the following charges for 
oversized and overweight luggage:

Oversized 
baggage: $200 
additional fee.

Oversized and overweight 
baggage up to 70 pounds: 

$300 additional fee.

Oversized and overweight 
baggage weighing 71–100 

pounds: $400 additional fee.

These fees are subject to the airline's applicable rules, and some items may not be accepted if they exceed permitted limits.

To avoid unnecessary expenses, passengers should weigh their bags at home and confirm the dimensions before leaving for the airport. 
Travelers carrying sports equipment, musical instruments, or other unusual items should review the applicable special-baggage rules.



Can You Get Free Checked Bags on Alaska Airlines?

Yes. Some travelers qualify for free checked baggage under the Alaska Airlines baggage policy. Eligibility 
depends on the passenger's ticket, membership benefits, payment card, or military status.

Examples of possible exemptions include:

2 3 41
Eligible Atmos 
Rewards 
status 
members.

Eligible Atmos 
Rewards Visa 
cardholders.

Eligible premium-
cabin 
passengers.

Active-duty U.S. 
military personnel 
traveling under 
applicable military 
baggage provisions.

5
Eligible Club 49 
members traveling 
on qualifying 
Alaska itineraries.

Benefits vary according to the program's conditions, route, fare, and number of accompanying passengers. 
Some exemptions provide one free bag, while other eligible travelers may receive a larger allowance.

Passengers should confirm their benefits before paying for luggage. They should also ensure their loyalty 
account or eligible card is correctly associated with the reservation when required.



Do Checked-Bag Fees 
Differ by Route?

Yes. Checked-baggage charges can vary 
depending on the route and ticket conditions. 
Alaska Airlines publishes different allowances 
for certain international itineraries and travel 
within Hawaii.

For example, the airline's published schedule 
lists first- and second-bag fees of $30 and 
$40, respectively, for qualifying travel wholly 
within Hawaii. Certain Huaka‘i and Club 49 
benefits may provide additional exemptions 
on eligible itineraries.

International flights can have different 
baggage allowances depending on the 
destination, cabin, and ticket conditions. Some 
fares may include checked bags, while others 
may have restrictions or additional charges.

Passengers connecting between airlines 
should also check which carrier's baggage 
rules apply to each segment. Reviewing the 
allowance for the complete itinerary helps 
travelers understand their expected expenses.



Understand Baggage Fees and Ticket Rules

Passengers can generally pay for eligible checked baggage during the airline's 
check-in process through its official website, mobile app, or at the airport, subject to 

the available options.

Before paying, travelers should review the baggage allowance associated with their 

reservation. This helps them avoid purchasing baggage they already qualify to check 
for free.


Alaska Airlines previously offered an online prepayment discount, but its April 2026 
fee update removed that discount for the covered tickets. Therefore, passengers 

should not assume that paying online will automatically reduce the baggage fee.

Keep the payment confirmation and check-in details available until the journey is 

complete. For current prices and available payment methods, use the airline's official 
baggage information.



Tips to Reduce Alaska Airlines Baggage Costs

Travelers can take several practical 
steps to manage baggage expenses 
and stay within the airline's 
requirements.

Pack efficiently: Combine belongings into fewer 
bags when practical, especially when the second 
or additional checked bag would increase the 
total cost.

Measure luggage: Confirm that the total linear 
dimensions are within the permitted limit.

Review travel benefits: Check whether your loyalty 
status, eligible card, military status, or cabin 
qualifies you for free checked baggage.

Compare the total cost: Consider baggage fees 
when comparing flight options rather than looking 
only at the ticket price.

Check the current rules: Review the applicable 
baggage allowance before every trip because 
fees and eligibility can change.

These steps can help passengers prepare for 
check-in and avoid preventable charges.



Understand Baggage Fees and Ticket Rules

Passengers sometimes incur extra fees because they overlook important baggage 
requirements. One common mistake is assuming that every ticket includes a free 

checked bag. Standard baggage fees may apply unless the fare or passenger 
qualifies for an exemption.

Another mistake is confusing carry-on baggage with checked baggage. Although a 
standard carry-on and personal item are generally permitted without a separate fee, 

checked luggage may incur charges.

Travelers should also avoid relying on outdated online articles that list older prices. 
Alaska Airlines increased its standard first-, second-, and additional-bag fees for 

covered tickets issued from April 10, 2026.
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