
Artificial intelligence-powered search and answer engines such as ChatGPT and Perplexity have transformed how
users discover information online. For brands and businesses, especially in B2B SaaS and ecommerce sectors,
understanding domain level citations within AI-generated answers is paramount to assessing digital visibility
and refining content strategies.

Unlike traditional search engines, AI models synthesize information from multiple sources rapidly, often omitting
clear references or mixing citations. This complicates source citation tracking efforts crucial for brand monitoring
and reputation management in the age of AI-assisted search discovery.

In this guide, we’ll explore how teams can track mentions down to the exact domain level within AI answers using
market-leading tools including Semrush, Writesonic, and the emerging AI visibility platform Peec AI. We’ll also
clarify essential concepts around AI search discovery, dissect the differences between AEO and GEO frameworks,
and offer best practices for prompt monitoring and benchmarking. By the end, you’ll be equipped to implement a
robust strategy for citation and domain-level source tracking in AI answers.

What is AI Search Discovery and Why Does Brand Visibility Matter?
AI Search Discovery refers to the mechanisms by which AI-powered systems surface and synthesize information
from diverse internet sources to produce concise, context-aware answers. Unlike classic SEO, which optimizes
websites for keyword rankings, AI search relies on neural networks trained on massive datasets — resulting in the
fusion of multiple citations into a single response.

Brand visibility in this new layer of search means gaining recognition not just through traditional organic rankings
but also as a trustworthy source cited by AI answers. When customers rely on AI assistants, being referenced
technology boosts perceived authority, trust, and ultimately traffic.

https://www.technology.org/2026/09/28/7-best-aeo-geo-tools-for-ai-visibility-in-2026/


The Role of Domain Level Citations in AI Answers

Tracking citations at the exact domain level means identifying the specific website or domain from which AI models
pulled supporting facts or data. This granularity is critical for:

Validating your brand’s visibility in AI-generated outputs

Understanding how your content is influencing AI training data and responses

Benchmarking against competitors and spotting gaps in your digital footprint

Ensuring accurate representation and mitigating erroneous or outdated source references

AEO vs GEO: Definitions and Use Cases in AI Visibility
When discussing AI search visibility, two acronyms frequently surface: AEO (Answer Engine Optimization) and GEO
(Generative Engine Optimization). Both are related but serve distinct purposes depending on the environment and
intent.

Aspect AEO (Answer Engine Optimization) GEO (Generative Engine Optimization) Definition Optimization focused
on enhancing chances of being cited as a source in explicit answer boxes, knowledge panels, or AI-powered search
snippets. Optimization aimed at improving the quality and relevance of content generated by AI text engines,
including those producing original narratives or summaries. Main Use Case Improving citations on platforms like
Google’s AI Overviews or Perplexity’s sourced answers Guiding AI writing tools like Writesonic or ChatGPT to
generate brand-aligned content accurately referencing specific data Output Format Often factual, short-form, or
structured references with linked sources Long-form content, creative writing, or conversational text with variable
source citation fidelity

Both frameworks are critical, but when tracking domain level citations, AEO strategies tend to dominate due to
the explicit sourcing focus. GEO, on the other hand, is valuable for shaping the prompts and benchmarking the
AI’s content generation quality over time.

Essential Tools for Tracking Domain Level Citations and Source Citation
Tracking



To effectively monitor and benchmark AI answer citations down to the exact domain, you need a robust tool stack
that supports multi-engine visibility, prompt monitoring, and exportable reporting.

Semrush: The Comprehensive SEO and AI Insight Suite

Semrush is a market leader offering extensive capabilities around SEO, keyword research, and emerging AI insights.
Starting around $139/month, Semrush allows teams to monitor organic search visibility as well as brand mentions
across AI channels. Its “AI Content Template” and backlink audit features help correlate AI citations with traditional
domain authority and content relevance signals.

Writesonic: Guiding Generative AI Prompts for GEO

Writesonic focuses on using generative AI for content creation. While not a direct citation tracker, it’s ideal for
prompt monitoring and benchmarking—testing how varying inputs produce outputs that reference your
brand and sources accurately. Writesonic’s iterative testing helps teams optimize prompts for higher citation
fidelity in AI-generated text.

Peec AI: Emerging Platform Specializing in AI Search Visibility

Peec AI is a newer, promising tool dedicated to multi-engine AI visibility tracking, including citation extraction from
ChatGPT, Perplexity, and other popular platforms. Its domain level citation tracking capabilities allow marketing
and SEO teams to drill down into precisely which domains are cited across AI-generated answers — all exportable
for leadership reporting. Peec AI is a must-watch for those focused on advanced source citation tracking in the AI
discovery space.

Best Practices for Prompt Monitoring and Benchmarking
Crafting effective prompts and monitoring AI outputs is essential to maximizing citation visibility. Here are key
guidelines:

1. Create standardized prompt sets. Use consistent questions or keywords to ensure answer outputs are
comparable across time and engines.

2. Track source citations on key questions. Identify which domains are consistently cited and align with your
brand’s target visibility goals.

3. Benchmark against competitors. Use tools like Semrush and Peec AI to compare domain citations between
your main competitors and your brand.

4. Iteratively refine prompts. Adjust wording or context to improve the AI’s likelihood of citing authoritative
sources linked to your content.

5. Schedule weekly audits. AI answer citations shift rapidly; frequent monitoring alerts you to changes in
source listings or new competitor citations early.

How to Conduct Domain Level Citation Tracking Step-by-Step
Here’s a practical workflow combining tools and strategies:

1. Define your citation keywords and prompts. Pick representative queries your brand wants to dominate in
AI answers.

2. Run those prompts across AI engines. Use ChatGPT and Perplexity primarily for this cross-section,
generating their sourced answers.



3. Import or scrape answer data. Use Peec AI for automatic extraction of answer citations or manually log
citations identified in source overlays.

4. Identify and tag exact domains. From URLs or references, isolate the root domains (e.g., semrush.com,
writesonic.com) for clean aggregation.

5. Compare domain citation occurrences. Use Semrush to cross-check domain authority and backlink profile
correlations for better context on citation relevance.

6. Report and export. Format findings with measurable KPIs like citation frequency, domain prominence, and
rankings for leadership consumption.

Conclusion
As AI-powered search assistants become primary gateways for information retrieval, mastering source citation
tracking and domain level citation analysis is critical for B2B SaaS and ecommerce teams seeking to expand
digital footprint and brand trust. Integrating powerful platforms like Semrush (starting at $139/mo), harnessing
prompt testing with Writesonic, and leveraging specialized AI visibility tools like Peec AI equips teams to
confidently monitor, benchmark, and act on AI answer citations.

Remember to blend insights from multiple engines such as ChatGPT and Perplexity, and embrace a hybrid AEO-
GEO strategy to optimize both citation presence and generative content quality. With regular auditing, prompt
refinement, and cross-platform analysis, your brand will be well-positioned to capitalize on the evolving AI search
discovery landscape.


