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How Much Does Alaska Airlines Charge for Checked Bags?

Alaska Airlines charges checked baggage fees according to the applicable fare and baggage rules. For many 
standard itineraries, the commonly published fee schedule has been:

First checked bag: $35

Second checked bag: $45

Third and additional checked bags: 
Generally $150 per bag, subject to 
applicable limits and exceptions.

These amounts are a general reference, not a guarantee 
that the same fees apply to every reservation in 2026. 
Travelers should confirm the current charges for their 
specific flight before booking or checking in.

The final price may differ for certain routes, ticket types, 
elite members, eligible credit cardholders, and 
passengers traveling under special baggage allowances. 
Military travelers and passengers with qualifying benefits 
may also have different rules.



What Is Included in the Alaska Airlines Baggage Policy?

The Alaska Airlines Baggage Policy explains how passengers can transport 
checked luggage and which restrictions apply. It covers baggage fees, size and 
weight limits, special allowances, and rules for items that require additional 
handling.

Checked baggage is luggage that passengers hand over to the airline before 
boarding. The airline transports these bags in the aircraft's cargo compartment, 
and passengers collect them at the destination or designated baggage claim 
area.

Before checking luggage, passengers should verify the number of bags included 
in their reservation and whether additional charges apply. They should also check 
the rules for connecting flights, especially when multiple airlines are involved.

Reviewing these details in advance helps passengers prepare appropriately and 
avoid delays at the airport.



What If Alaska Airlines Cancels Your Flight?

Alaska Airlines announced an increase in checked baggage fees for covered North American and Hawaiian 
Airlines flights. The updated fees apply to tickets purchased or issued on or after April 10, 2026, according to 
the airline's announcement.

Checked baggage

First checked bag

Second checked bag

Third and additional bags

General fee

$45

$55

$200 per bag

These fees are generally charged per passenger, each way, for eligible itineraries. Separate rules apply to 
certain routes, fare classes, and travelers who qualify for baggage benefits.

Passengers with tickets issued before April 10, 2026, may be subject to the earlier fee schedule. Therefore, 
travelers should check the ticket issue date and their individual reservation before estimating the final 
baggage cost. <Cite refs={["turn716799search0","turn716799search2"]}/>



Alaska Airlines Checked Baggage Size and Weight Limits

The standard checked baggage limits 
help ensure that luggage can be handled 
safely and transported efficiently.

For many standard itineraries, 
the general limits are:
Maximum standard weight: 50 pounds 
(23 kilograms) per bag.

Maximum standard dimensions: 62 
linear inches (158 centimeters), including 
length, width, and height.

Overweight baggage: Additional fees 
may apply when a bag exceeds the 
standard weight limit.

Oversized baggage: Bags exceeding 
the standard dimensions may require 
additional payment or may be subject 
to restrictions.
Passengers traveling in eligible premium 
cabins or holding qualifying benefits may have 
different weight allowances.

Measure your suitcase before leaving home 
and use a luggage scale to check its weight. 
This simple preparation can help you avoid 
unexpected charges at the airport.



Who Can Get Free Checked Bags?

Not every Alaska Airlines passenger needs to pay the standard checked baggage fee. Certain travelers qualify for 
complimentary baggage allowances.

Eligible categories may include:

First Class passengers: Eligible itineraries generally include two checked bags with a higher 
weight allowance.

Eligible Atmos Rewards members: Qualifying membership benefits may provide free checked bags.

Eligible credit cardholders: Certain Atmos Rewards Visa cardholders may receive a 
complimentary first checked bag when applicable conditions are met.

Eligible military personnel: Qualifying military travelers may receive additional baggage allowances.

Club 49 members: Eligible travel involving Alaska may qualify for special baggage benefits.

Eligible intra-Hawaii travelers: Certain regional programs offer specific baggage allowances.

Benefits depend on membership terms, ticket conditions, route, and applicable restrictions. Travelers should 
confirm their eligibility before arriving at the airport.



How to Pay for Checked Bags?

Passengers should review their reservation and the airline's available baggage payment options before departure.

The general process is:

Open your Alaska Airlines reservation 
online or in the mobile app.

Review the baggage allowance 
associated with your ticket.

Review the displayed charges and 
complete payment if necessary.

01 03 05

02 04 06

Locate the check-in or baggage 
section when available.

Save your confirmation and follow the 
airport's baggage-drop instructions.

Add the required checked bags.

The availability of advance payment depends on the itinerary and current airline procedures. Do not assume that paying online always 
provides a discount, particularly under the revised 2026 fee schedule.


Keep your receipt until your trip is complete, especially if you need to resolve a baggage charge or reservation issue.



Overweight and Oversized Baggage Fees

Travelers carrying heavy suitcases, 
large equipment, or bulky items 
should review the applicable 
restrictions before packing.

Bags exceeding the standard 50-
pound weight limit or 62-inch 
combined dimensions may incur 
additional charges. The amount 
depends on the excess weight, size 
category, route, and current airline 
rules.

Some items may be subject to 
special handling requirements or 
may not be accepted as ordinary 
checked baggage. Sports 
equipment, musical instruments, 
and fragile items should be 
checked against the relevant 
transportation rules before travel.

If your luggage exceeds the 
normal limits, contact the airline or 
review your booking information 
before arriving at the airport. This 
can help you determine whether 
the item is accepted and estimate 
the potential cost.



Alaska Airlines Baggage Policy for Special Routes

Baggage fees can differ depending on where your journey begins and ends.

For example, Alaska Airlines has separate baggage arrangements for certain travel 
wholly within Hawaii and for eligible Club 49 members traveling within, to, or from 
Alaska. These benefits may differ from the standard baggage schedule for other 
North American itineraries.

International trips may also have different baggage allowances, especially when 
multiple airlines are involved. The rules that apply can depend on the ticket, 
operating carrier, and itinerary.

Passengers should never assume that the same baggage fee applies to every 
destination. Check the allowance for the complete journey before paying for extra 
luggage.



Tips to Save Money on Checked Baggage

Travelers can reduce baggage-related 
expenses with a little preparation.

Check your ticket allowance: Confirm whether your 
fare already includes checked baggage.

Review membership benefits: Eligible loyalty members 
and cardholders may qualify for free bags.

Pack efficiently: Avoid exceeding the standard weight 
limit.

Measure your luggage: Check dimensions before 
traveling.

Compare baggage costs: Consider baggage fees when 
comparing flight options.

Check the ticket issue date: Different fee schedules may apply to 
tickets issued before or after April 10, 2026.

Review special allowances: Certain routes and passenger categories 
may have different baggage rules.
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