
Curb appeal does more than make a home look good in listing photos. It sets expectations for how the rest of
the property has been cared for, and it quietly signals safety, efficiency, and pride of ownership. In London,
Ontario, where winter puts every exterior detail to the test, the front door carries real weight. A high quality steel
entry door can refresh the entire façade, cut drafts, quiet the street, and raise perceived value the moment
someone steps onto the porch.

I have replaced and installed hundreds of entry systems around the city, from small wartime bungalows in Old
East Village to newer builds in the north end. The pattern holds in every neighbourhood. A well chosen and
properly installed steel door lifts the first impression, and the improvement sticks around for decades with
minimal maintenance.

Why steel gets the nod in London’s climate
Most homeowners start by comparing wood, fiberglass, and steel. Wood feels traditional and looks beautiful, but
it demands careful finishing and regular upkeep, especially with London’s freeze and thaw cycles, heavy spring
rains, and summer sun. Fiberglass is stable and can mimic wood grain convincingly. Steel, when built with a
quality foam core and proper coatings, strikes a strong balance of price, performance, and security.

A good steel slab resists warping, takes paint cleanly, and seals firmly against weatherstripping. It is also naturally
sturdy, which pairs well with multi point locking for added security. The dent risk that skeptics mention tends to
be overblown for residential use. Thicker skins and modern impact resistant designs handle daily knocks. If a dent
does happen, it is usually small and repairable with filler and touch up paint.

Thermally, today’s insulated steel doors with a polyurethane foam core and continuous thermal breaks perform
well against winter drafts. The best units carry Energy Star certification for our climate zone, which translates into
tighter seals and lower heat loss, especially where a builder grade door once lived.

The curb appeal effect that buyers notice
Curb appeal is a bundle of cues that add up quickly. Crisp lines around the frame, clean glass in the sidelite, a
bold but tasteful color against brick, and hardware that feels solid when you pull the handle. A new steel entry
checks every one of those boxes. On several recent resale projects near Wortley Village, swapping in a painted
steel door with a clear lite and simple black lever set made the entire porch read as newer and better maintained.
Agents reported more showings and quicker offers than comparable homes still sporting faded, drafty slabs.

The return on investment for an entry door upgrade regularly ranks among the best exterior projects. Exact
percentages vary by market and finish level, but it is common to see a strong portion of the cost reflected in
resale value, and in the meantime you get the daily benefit of tighter comfort and a better look.

Style choices that fit local homes
London’s streets carry a mix of red and buff brick, aluminum siding from the 70s and 80s, and lots of vinyl on
newer subdivisions. Steel doors are chameleons that can be adapted to nearly any façade. The details matter.

Panel profiles set the tone. Two panel shaker styles read clean and slightly modern, while six panel raised profiles
suit traditional homes. For mid century fronts, a flush steel slab with one or three vertical lites in satin or clear
glass looks right. If your entryway has room, a single sidelite on the latch side brightens the foyer without



sacrificing privacy when paired with textured or frosted glass. Transoms above the door work well in taller entries
and bring in winter light when the sun sits low.

Color deserves a thoughtful approach. London’s red brick can take strong hues like deep navy, black, or forest
green. Yellow brick pairs quietly with charcoal or a warm gray. If your trim is white or almond, keep the door bold
and the casing crisp. Satin black hardware pops against almost anything and feels current without being flashy.

Privacy glass is another lever. Frosted, rain, or reeded patterns obscure views while admitting light, a good match
for busier streets like Adelaide or Oxford. Clear glass, possibly with slim grids, makes sense on quieter crescents
where you want to see who is on the porch.

Security that feels solid in hand
Security starts with build quality, but small choices have an outsized effect. A steel door paired with a steel or
composite frame and a multi point lock resists prying and kick attempts better than a single latch alone.
Reinforced strike plates with 3 inch screws driven into wall framing, not just the jamb, raise the bar further. Long
hinge screws and security pins prevent the slab from being lifted if hinges become exposed on an outswing unit.
None of these upgrades shout at a visitor, yet they change how the handle feels when you test the door. That
tactile confidence is part of curb appeal too.

Energy efficiency and comfort gains you notice in February
Older doors leak in two places, through the slab itself and around the perimeter. A modern insulated steel slab
solves the first. Good weatherstripping and a proper sill solve the second. I like to see tight, even contact all the
way around, a sweep that kisses the threshold without dragging, and a sill that is set on a sloped, sealed surface.

Energy Star certified doors appropriate for southern Ontario typically carry low U factor ratings and robust
perimeter seals. Combine that with a low emissivity glass lite if you choose glazing, and the foyer stops feeling
like a wind tunnel. On windy winter days, that difference can be the most dramatic change from a window and
door replacement London project, even more than windows themselves in some homes where the front door
faced prevailing winds.

A quick primer on sizing and measurement
Getting the size right saves hours on site and reduces risk. Measure the existing door slab width and height, then
measure the rough opening by pulling interior casing if possible. Account for floor changes if new tile or
hardwood is planned. I have seen doors bind on new floors because the sill height changed after ordering.



Swing direction and hand are easy to confuse. Stand outside and picture the hinges. If hinges sit on the right as
you face the door and the door swings inward, that is a right hand inswing. Write it down before you forget. If
you are adding a sidelite, confirm total daylight opening left and right, not just the door slab.

The installation approach that holds up over time
Plumb, level, square is the mantra, but water and air are the real enemies. A sill pan or at least a carefully built,
sealed slope under the threshold keeps incidental water from wicking into the subfloor. I prefer to use flexible
flashing tape to create a back dam and cover corners, then set the threshold in a continuous bed of sealant.
Shims should support lock and hinge sides without bowing the jamb. Gaps are foam filled in stages with a low
expansion product that will not push the frame out of square. Exterior trims get a neat bead of high quality
sealant, not a glob smeared in haste.

For homeowners who want a sense of the process without every trade detail, here is a compact outline.

Confirm measurements, swing, and options, remove interior casing if needed for a clear view of the rough
opening, and order the unit from a reputable London window and door supplier.

Protect floors, remove the old slab and frame, clean up the opening, and assess the sill area for damage, rot,
or unevenness.

Build or install a sill pan, dry fit the new unit, and set it plumb and level with shims, checking reveals around
the slab as you lightly snug the screws.

Secure the frame, recheck operation, insulate gaps with low expansion foam in light passes, and install new
casing and exterior trim.

Set hardware, weatherstripping, and door sweep, then adjust the strike and hinges for an even seal that
closes with one firm push, not a heave.

Even a textbook install can be derailed by one oversight. If you skip the sill pan on a shaded porch, spring melt
can creep under the threshold and swell the subfloor. Two years later you have a door that sticks and a soft spot
at the entry. Getting water management right is not optional in this region.

Local code and permitting notes
Most straight swaps do not require a building permit if you are not widening the opening or altering structure.
Once you start moving studs, adding a sidelite where one did not exist, or increasing the opening to



accommodate a double door, you cross into structural territory and the city may require drawings and a permit.
The Ontario Building Code has specific requirements for safety glazing near the floor and for accessibility
clearances. Good contractors confirm these early so no one is surprised.

On energy performance, look for products that meet or exceed current Energy Star Canada criteria for our
climate. Southern Ontario typically falls in a zone where insulated slabs with proper glazing packages earn
certification. A London window and door specialist will know which labels apply.

What a realistic budget looks like in 2026
Costs vary with design, glass, and labor conditions. For a solid, painted, insulated steel slab in a standard size with
new frame and hardware, most homeowners in London can window replacement london ontario expect a supply
price starting around the mid hundreds of dollars and running to the high one thousands. Add decorative glass, a
sidelite, or a transom and the total with installation can land in the low to mid thousands. Multi point hardware,
premium finishes, and custom colors push higher.

Labor for a straightforward removal and install usually spans several hundred dollars depending on travel, casing
work, and whether the opening needs repair. Rotten sills, masonry changes, and new interior trim add time and
material. When bundled with broader window and door replacement London projects, installers often sharpen
pricing because travel, setup, and disposal costs spread across more items.

Think about total lifecycle cost, not just the sticker. A mid grade insulated steel door that seals properly can hold
up for 20 years or more with only occasional repainting. That spreads cost over comfort and security that you feel
every day.

When to pair the door with other exterior upgrades
Many homes need more than a front door to fix drafts and noise. If your windows rattle or the rear patio slider
sticks, it is more efficient to plan a coordinated window and doors London Ontario project. You get consistent
sightlines and finishes, and you reduce the number of days your home is a work site. Suppliers can also match
paint and hardware across the set, which is noticeable from the curb.

Storm doors are another consideration. They add a layer of wind protection and let you keep the entry open for
light in milder seasons. Choose a storm door carefully, though. A dark entry with full sun exposure can build heat
between the storm and the primary door. Quality steel holds up, but glass and finishes last longer when the
space can vent.

A brief case example from the field
A family in Oakridge called after their foyer became a cold spot each winter. The home had a tired wood slab
with a hairline split at the stile. We installed a painted steel two panel door with a mid height frosted lite and a
right sidel lite, all in a composite frame. A sill pan went in, along with new interior casing to match their
baseboards. They chose a multi point lock with a satin black lever. From the street, the entry finally matched the
brickwork and fresh eavestroughs they had done the year before. Inside, the thermostat stopped swinging three
degrees whenever the wind picked up. Small changes, big effect.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/newssearch/?query=window%20replacement%20london%20ontario


How to choose the right installer
Materials matter, but the craft at installation matters more. London has several trusted firms focused on door
installation London Ontario. Look for clear communication during measurement, a written scope that mentions
sill protection and insulation details, and a portfolio of similar homes. Ask what foam they use, how they seal the
threshold, and how they correct for an out of square opening. Straight answers are a good sign. So is a schedule
that allows enough time on site to do the work without rushing.

Warranties should be specific. A manufacturer’s warranty covers the slab, finish, and glass. The installer’s warranty
covers workmanship, usually a year or more. Keep both documents and note any maintenance requirements, like
repainting intervals or cleaning cautions for specialty glass.

Maintenance that keeps curb appeal strong
Steel doors like a gentle wash with mild soap and a soft brush. Rinse grit from the sill and sweep so the seal does
not grind against debris. Check weatherstripping each fall. If you see a flattened spot near the latch, replacements
are inexpensive and slide in easily. Touch up paint chips promptly to protect against corrosion. In London’s
winters, road salt carried on boots can splash against the lower panel. A quick wipe after storms helps paint last
longer.

If your door faces full sun, expect a little more maintenance. Dark colors absorb heat and stress components.
Modern paints handle it, but plan to repaint a few years sooner than a shaded entry. The payoff is a bold look
that many homeowners love.

Accessibility, sound, and everyday comfort
A low profile threshold and a lever handle make life easier for everyone, not just those who need barrier free
access. Many steel door systems can be configured with ADA friendly sills that still seal well. Sound reduction is
an underappreciated benefit, especially near busier corridors. An insulated slab with quality seals can trim street
noise noticeably. It will not silence a motorcycle, but it softens the rumble enough to make evening conversations
in the foyer feel calm again.

Planning and timing for London’s seasons
You can replace a front door year round, but timing shapes the experience. Spring and early summer bring
predictable temperatures and quick cure times for sealants. Fall is fine too, though schedules book up as
homeowners rush to get work done before winter. Mid winter installs are absolutely door installers London ON
possible, but good crews move efficiently to limit heat loss and will stage materials so the opening is not left
uncovered any longer than necessary. If you are repainting or staining trim as part of the project, warmer, drier
days offer better results.

For homeowners combining projects, a coordinated schedule for window and doors London Ontario work
reduces disruptions. Crews can complete exterior trims and caulking in a single pass, which produces cleaner
lines.

A short pre install checklist
Confirm exact measurements, swing, and hand, ideally after removing interior casing for a true rough
opening.

https://ziondajj402.timeforchangecounselling.com/window-and-door-replacement-london-how-to-boost-energy-efficiency


Decide on glass, privacy level, hardware finish, and color, and verify lead times with your chosen London
window and door supplier.

Inspect the porch and threshold area for rot, insect damage, or slab cracks that might need repair.

Plan floor changes near the entry so threshold height and clearances remain correct.

Arrange access, parking, and a warm work area if winter weather is in play.

Telltale signs it is time to act
Some doors fail quietly. Drafts creep in, the latch needs a hip check to catch, and paint blisters low on the panel.
Others fail loudly, with visible gaps and water marks. If you notice daylight at the corners, a lock that no longer
lines up even after hinge tweaks, or swelling at the sill, the entry system as a whole has likely reached the end of
its useful life. Pairing the replacement with small exterior upgrades, like fresh house numbers and a modern
mailbox, magnifies the curb appeal return.

Choosing a supplier and product line
The best results come from systems designed to work together: slab, frame, sill, weatherstripping, and hardware
that match by design, not just by measurement. Reputable brands sold through established door installation
London Ontario firms have predictable quality. Composite frames resist rot better than finger jointed wood in
shaded or wet entries. Adjustable sills help maintain a tight seal over time if the house shifts a bit. Hardware that
offers a multi point option without exotic machining keeps future service simple.

If you lean toward a custom look, ask about factory painted finishes to reduce site time and ensure consistent
color. Many shops can match popular paint shades, which helps when coordinating with existing shutters or
garage doors.

How the front door fits into a whole home plan
I often meet homeowners speaking with one contractor about siding, another about windows, and a third about
the door. That can work, but it is easy to miss chances for better outcomes. If you are already planning window
and door replacement London projects, let one firm assess how trims, drip caps, and sealants will tie together.
The right sequence protects your building envelope and produces tighter, cleaner lines. It also ensures color
harmony across components made by different manufacturers.

Final thoughts from the field
A new steel front door is not just a cosmetic play. Installed with care, it shifts how your home feels on the coldest
days, it quiets the street, and it sets a confident tone from the curb. In a market like London where buyers notice
both charm and upkeep, that matters. If you approach the project with a clear plan, a reliable london window and
door partner, and a focus on the small details that control water and air, you will earn back the effort every time
you walk through the entry.

For homeowners ready to move ahead on steel door installation London Ontario, start with measuring and
design decisions, then choose an installer who explains their approach without hedging. The results will show in
the way your home welcomes guests, and in the quiet satisfaction you feel each time the latch clicks shut against
a proper seal.
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McCallum Aluminum Ltd is a affordable window and door installation company serving London and surrounding
areas.

For window replacement in London ON, contact McCallum Aluminum Ltd at (519) 433-4223 or visit
https://mccallumaluminum.on.ca/.

McCallum Aluminum Ltd provides quality-driven service for patio doors, helping homeowners improve comfort
across the local area.

To find McCallum Aluminum Ltd on Google Maps, use: https://www.google.com/maps?
cid=10246687099425416717.

Looking for a affordable installer near you? Call (519) 433-4223 and learn more at
https://mccallumaluminum.on.ca/.

Popular Questions About McCallum Aluminum Ltd
What does McCallum Aluminum Ltd specialize in?
McCallum Aluminum Ltd specializes in residential window and exterior door installation and replacement in
London, Ontario and surrounding areas.



Where is McCallum Aluminum Ltd located?
3392 Wonderland Rd S, London, ON N6L 1A8, Canada. Google Maps: https://www.google.com/maps?
cid=10246687099425416717

What areas do you serve?
McCallum Aluminum Ltd serves London, Ontario and surrounding communities in Southwestern Ontario.

What are the business hours?
Monday–Friday: 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM. Saturday–Sunday: Closed.

How do I request a quote or estimate?
Call +1 (519) 433-4223 or visit https://mccallumaluminum.on.ca/ and use the contact form.

Do you install patio doors and entry doors?
Yes — McCallum Aluminum Ltd installs exterior entry doors and sliding patio door systems, along with
replacement windows.

How can I contact McCallum Aluminum Ltd?
Phone: +1 (519) 433-4223
Email: inquiries@mccallumaluminum.on.ca
Website: https://mccallumaluminum.on.ca/
Google Maps: https://www.google.com/maps?cid=10246687099425416717
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/mccallumaluminum/

Landmarks Near London, Ontario
1) Victoria Park — Visiting downtown? Consider reaching out to McCallum Aluminum Ltd for window and door
installation.

2) Budweiser Gardens — Nearby homeowners can connect with McCallum Aluminum Ltd for exterior upgrades.

3) Covent Garden Market — In the core? Ask about window and door replacement options.

4) Museum London — Proud to serve local neighborhoods around London’s cultural hub.

5) Springbank Park — Enjoy the park and consider improving your home’s comfort with new windows and doors.

6) Western University — Serving homeowners and families across the London area.

7) Harris Park — Local service for nearby communities throughout London and surrounding area.

8) Banting House National Historic Site — A London landmark near homes that can benefit from exterior
upgrades.

9) Fanshawe Conservation Area — Serving London and nearby communities with professional installation.
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10) Masonville Place — In North London? McCallum Aluminum Ltd supports window and door projects across
the region.

https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Masonville%20Place%2C%20London%20ON

