
United Airlines Flight Change Guide: 
Flexible Options & Fees 

 

Travel plans can change unexpectedly, and knowing how to modify your reservation can make 
your journey much easier. If you need to adjust your travel date, departure time, or itinerary, 
understanding the united airlines change flight process can help you avoid unnecessary 
stress and unexpected costs. United Airlines offers several options for eligible passengers to 
change flights, depending on the fare type, route, and ticket conditions. 

What Is the United Airlines Flight Change Policy? 
United Airlines generally allows passengers to change eligible flights without a traditional 
change fee on many tickets. However, you may need to pay the difference if your new flight 
costs more than your original booking. Certain Basic Economy tickets can have more 
restrictions, so travelers should review their fare conditions before making changes. 

The exact rules can vary based on whether your trip is domestic or international, the fare 
purchased, and when the change is requested. 

How to Change a United Airlines Flight Online 

https://www.esyflyhub.com/flight-change/united-airlines-change-flight-policy


The easiest way to make a united airlines change flight request is through United's website or 
mobile app. Follow these general steps: 

1.​ Open the United Airlines website or app. 
2.​ Select the option to manage your trip. 
3.​ Enter your confirmation number and passenger information. 
4.​ Select the flight you want to modify. 
5.​ Choose a new date, time, or flight. 
6.​ Review any fare difference or applicable charges. 
7.​ Confirm the change and save your updated itinerary. 

After completing the process, check your confirmation details to make sure the new flight 
information is correct. 

Does United Airlines Charge a Flight Change Fee? 
For many eligible tickets, United does not charge a standard change fee. However, this does not 
necessarily mean every flight change is free. If the replacement flight has a higher fare, you may 
need to pay the fare difference. 

For example, if your original ticket cost $250 and the new flight costs $325, you may need to 
pay the $75 difference. If the new flight is less expensive, the treatment of the remaining value 
depends on the ticket's terms and applicable United policies. 

Same-Day Flight Changes 
United also provides same-day flight change options for eligible travelers. These options can be 
useful if you need to travel earlier or later on the same calendar day. 

Eligibility, availability, and fees can depend on your ticket, route, MileagePlus status, and the 
flights available. Same-day changes generally require the new flight to meet United's applicable 
rules. 

What About Basic Economy Tickets? 
Basic Economy fares typically come with more restrictions than standard Economy fares. 
Depending on the itinerary and ticket conditions, changing a Basic Economy reservation may be 
limited or unavailable. 

Before purchasing a low-cost fare, travelers should carefully review the conditions attached to it. 
Paying slightly more for a more flexible fare may be worthwhile if your travel plans are uncertain. 

Tips to Make Flight Changes Easier 



Before requesting a change, compare the available flights and their prices. If possible, make 
your adjustment as early as you can because flight availability and fares can change quickly. 

Also, keep your confirmation number accessible and review the updated itinerary after 
completing the change. If you booked through a travel agency or another third party, you may 
need to contact that provider for assistance. 

Final Thoughts 
Understanding the united airlines change flight process can help you manage unexpected 
changes to your travel plans. Depending on your ticket and itinerary, you may be able to modify 
your flight without a traditional change fee, although a fare difference can still apply. Always 
review the terms of your ticket and the available options before confirming a change. With the 
right information, adjusting your United Airlines itinerary can be a straightforward process. 
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