Company Registration Number Singapore: How to Find, Verify and Use It
You need a Singapore company registration number (UEN) to open bank accounts, sign contracts, file taxes, and prove your entity’s legal status. The UEN is a unique identifier issued by ACRA that links all official records to your company and simplifies compliance and verification.
This article explains what the registration number is, where it appears, and how you obtain and use it through ACRA’s BizFile+ services, so you can move confidently through registration, banking, and due diligence steps. Expect clear, actionable information that gets you from question to completion quickly.
Understanding the Company Registration Number in Singapore
You will learn what the company registration number is, which agencies issue and regulate it, why it matters for compliance and transactions, and how it differs from other business identifiers.
What Is a Company Registration Number?
A company registration number in Singapore is a Unique Entity Number (UEN) assigned when you register a business with the Accounting and Corporate Regulatory Authority (ACRA).
The UEN is an alphanumeric code that permanently identifies your company, limited liability partnership, sole proprietorship, society, or other legal entity.
Common formats:
· Entity type prefix + numeric string (e.g., 201912345A)
· Codes vary by entity type and year of registration.
You use the UEN on statutory documents, tax filings, bank account applications, contracts, and licences.
It replaces older registration numbers and consolidates identification across government agencies.
Legal Framework and Regulatory Bodies
ACRA is the primary regulator that issues and maintains UENs for most business entities in Singapore.
You register through ACRA’s BizFile+ portal; the system validates names, issues the UEN, and records company particulars.
Other agencies that rely on the UEN include:
· Inland Revenue Authority of Singapore (IRAS) for tax administration
· Ministry of Manpower (MOM) for employment and work passes
· Government procurement and licensing authorities.
Laws that govern registration and reporting include the Companies Act and related subsidiary legislation.
These require you to keep company information current with ACRA and to use the UEN on prescribed documents.
Importance of the Company Registration Number
The UEN proves legal existence and links your company to official records that third parties can verify.
Banks, suppliers, and government agencies use it to confirm your company’s status, director list, registered address, and business activities.
Practical benefits for you:
· Simplifies due diligence and reduces fraud risk
· Required for corporate tax filing, GST registration, and CPF contributions
· Needed when applying for licences or government tenders.
Failing to display or use the correct UEN can delay transactions, trigger compliance checks, or invalidate forms.
Keep your ACRA business profile updated to ensure the UEN points to accurate corporate information.
Differences Between Company Registration Number and Other Identifiers
UEN versus tax identifiers:
· UEN identifies the legal entity; IRAS issues tax reference numbers linked to the UEN for tax-specific matters.
UEN versus registration numbers in other jurisdictions:
· Singapore’s UEN is a single, permanent identifier across agencies; other countries may issue separate company and tax IDs.
Common confusions:
· Trade names, business names, and brand names are not UENs.
· GST registration numbers incorporate the UEN but serve a tax-specific purpose.
When you transact, always provide the UEN for entity verification and the correct tax or licence numbers for specific administrative processes.
Obtaining and Using the Singapore Company Registration Number
The company registration number (UEN for most entities) is your firm’s official identifier for all government transactions. You will rely on it when filing documents, opening bank accounts, and complying with statutory requirements.
How to Obtain a Company Registration Number
You obtain the registration number when you incorporate or register your entity with ACRA through BizFile+.
Start by preparing: a proposed company name, identity documents for directors and shareholders, a local registered office address, and your company constitution if applicable.
Submit the incorporation application on BizFile+ and complete any digital identity verification required for foreign directors or shareholders. Pay the prescribed fees (incorporation fee + name application if separate).
Upon successful registration ACRA issues the Unique Entity Number (UEN) immediately or within a day for straightforward applications.
Keep copies of the BizFile+ confirmation and the e-Notice of Incorporation; they list the UEN and serve as proof of registration.
Where to Find Your Company Registration Number
You can find your company registration number on the ACRA-issued Certificate of Incorporation and BizFile+ transaction receipts.
Look also on the company’s: account opening documents, tax correspondence from IRAS, and any licenses or permits issued by government agencies.
If you lose the documents, search for your company on ACRA’s public directory (BizFile+ search) to retrieve the UEN.
Record the UEN in your corporate records, company stamp, invoices, and email footers where required to ensure consistent use across all formal communications.
Business Compliance and Reporting Obligations
Use the UEN on all statutory filings: annual returns to ACRA, corporate tax returns and documents to IRAS, and CPF submissions if you employ staff.
Include the UEN when applying for business licenses, grants, or government e-services to link your transactions to the correct entity record.
Maintain up-to-date company information on BizFile+ — changes to directors, shareholders, or registered address must reflect in ACRA records within the statutory deadlines.
Noncompliance with filing deadlines can lead to financial penalties and legal action; therefore, set reminders and use corporate service providers or company secretaries if you need assistance.

