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If you travel frequently within the United States or internationally, you've likely heard of Global
Entry vs TSA PreCheck. Both programs are designed to make airport travel faster and more
convenient, but they serve different purposes. Understanding the differences can help you
choose the program that best fits your travel habits.

In this guide, we'll compare global entry vs tsa precheck, including their benefits, costs, eligibility
requirements, and which option is right for you.

What Is TSA PreCheck?

TSA PreCheck is a Trusted Traveler Program operated by the Transportation Security
Administration (TSA). It allows approved travelers to use expedited security lanes at
participating U.S. airports.

With TSA PreCheck, travelers generally enjoy benefits such as:
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Shorter security lines

No need to remove shoes

Keep laptops inside carry-on bags

Leave compliant liquids in your bag

Keep light jackets and belts on during screening

The program is ideal for travelers who primarily fly within the United States.

What Is Global Entry?

Global Entry is a U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) program that speeds up customs
and immigration processing for pre-approved travelers returning to the United States from
international destinations.

Members can use automated kiosks at many U.S. airports, reducing wait times after
international flights.

One of the biggest advantages is that Global Entry also includes TSA PreCheck benefits,
making it a valuable option for international travelers.

Global Entry vs TSA PreCheck: Key Differences

When comparing global entry vs tsa precheck, the primary difference is where each program
provides expedited processing.

TSA PreCheck

Expedited airport security screening

Valid for domestic departures

Available at hundreds of participating airports
Faster security checkpoint experience

Global Entry

Expedited U.S. customs clearance after international travel
Includes TSA PreCheck benefits

Faster immigration processing

Ideal for frequent international travelers

If you regularly travel overseas, Global Entry offers more comprehensive benefits.

Cost Comparison



The application fees differ slightly between the two programs.
TSA PreCheck

e Lower application fee
e Membership valid for five years

Global Entry

e Slightly higher application fee
e Membership also valid for five years
e Includes TSA PreCheck at no additional cost

For travelers who fly internationally, the extra cost of Global Entry may provide greater overall
value.

Application Process
Both programs require an online application and background check.

TSA PreCheck

Applicants typically complete:

e Online application

e |dentity verification

e Fingerprinting

e Brief enrollment appointment
Global Entry

Applicants must complete:

Online application

Background screening

Conditional approval

In-person interview with U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Fingerprinting and identity verification

Because Global Entry includes customs clearance, the approval process is generally more
detailed.

Who Should Choose TSA PreCheck?



TSA PreCheck is an excellent choice if you:

Mostly travel within the United States
Want faster airport security

Rarely fly internationally

Prefer a simpler enrollment process

It provides a smoother airport experience for domestic travelers.

Who Should Choose Global Entry?

Global Entry is recommended if you:

Frequently travel internationally

Want faster customs processing

Value shorter immigration lines

Also want TSA PreCheck benefits included

Many business travelers and frequent international vacationers find Global Entry to be the better
long-term investment.

Benefits of Both Programs

Whether you choose global entry vs tsa precheck, you'll enjoy several travel advantages,
including:

Reduced airport wait times

Faster security screening

More convenient travel experience

Less stress during busy travel periods
Five years of membership after approval

These programs can significantly improve your airport experience, especially if you travel often.

Conclusion

Choosing between global entry vs tsa precheck depends on your travel habits. If your trips are
mostly domestic, TSA PreCheck provides quick and efficient airport security screening.
However, if you frequently travel internationally, Global Entry offers greater value by including
expedited customs processing along with TSA PreCheck benefits.
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