
Delta Flight Change Policy: Simple 
Guide to Flight Changes 

 

Travel plans can change unexpectedly because of work, family commitments, weather, or other 
situations. Fortunately, Delta Air Lines provides several options for passengers who need to 
modify their itinerary. Understanding the Delta Flight Change policy can help you know what 
fees may apply, how to change your ticket, and what happens when the new flight costs more or 
less than the original. 

What Is the Delta Flight Change Policy? 
Delta allows eligible passengers to change their travel dates, times, or destinations before 
departure. For many tickets originating in the United States and Canada, Delta has eliminated 
change fees on Classic and Extra experiences. However, fare differences may still apply if the 
replacement flight costs more. 

Basic tickets generally have more restrictions and may be subject to change or cancellation 
fees. Rules can also vary depending on where your journey originates, your ticket type, and 
your destination. 

https://www.esyflyhub.com/flight-change/delta-airlines-flight-change-policy


How to Change a Delta Flight 
If you need to Change flight delta, you can usually manage your reservation online through 
Delta's My Trips section or the Fly Delta app. 

Follow these steps: 

1.​ Visit Delta's website or open the Fly Delta app. 
2.​ Select My Trips. 
3.​ Enter or select your reservation. 
4.​ Choose Change or Add Flights. 
5.​ Search the available replacement flights. 
6.​ Select your preferred itinerary. 
7.​ Review any applicable fees or fare differences. 
8.​ Confirm the change and receive your updated itinerary. 

Delta states that passengers should make changes before departure to retain any eligible 
remaining ticket value. 

Does Delta Charge a Flight Change Fee? 
Change fees depend on your ticket type and travel origin. For many Classic and Extra tickets 
originating in the U.S. and Canada, Delta does not charge a change fee. However, Basic tickets 
may have a change fee, while some international itineraries can also have different restrictions. 

Even when no change fee applies, you may have to pay a fare difference. For example, if your 
original ticket cost $250 and the new flight costs $350, you may need to pay the additional $100. 

If the new flight costs less, an eligible eCredit may be issued for the remaining value, depending 
on the ticket's terms. 

Delta Basic Ticket Changes 
Delta Basic experiences have stricter conditions than many other fare types. After the applicable 
risk-free cancellation period, Basic tickets may be changed or canceled for a fee, with the 
remaining eligible value generally issued as an eCredit. 

The exact fee can depend on the itinerary and ticket conditions, so travelers should review the 
specific reservation before making changes. 

Delta 24-Hour Risk-Free Cancellation 

https://sites.google.com/view/esyflyhubsupp/blog/delta-flight-changes-policy-costs-important-tips


If you purchased a qualifying ticket directly from Delta for travel originating in the United States, 
Delta's 24-hour risk-free cancellation policy may allow you to cancel or change the ticket within 
one day of purchase without a cancellation or change fee. A full refund may be available under 
the applicable conditions. 

This option can be helpful if you discover an error in your booking shortly after purchase. 

Same-Day Flight Changes 
Delta also offers same-day travel options on eligible itineraries. Same-Day Confirmed may allow 
an eligible passenger to move to another flight on the same day, subject to availability and 
applicable rules. 

Delta currently lists a $75 fee for eligible Classic tickets, while the service can be complimentary 
for certain Extra, refundable, and qualifying Medallion-member tickets. Basic experiences are 
not eligible for Same-Day Confirmed. 

Same-Day Standby may also be available for eligible travelers and can allow passengers to 
request an earlier flight without losing their original seat until the standby seat clears. 

What Happens If You Miss the Change Deadline? 
Passengers should change or cancel their itinerary before the scheduled departure. Delta states 
that tickets not changed or canceled before departure generally have no remaining value, 
subject to applicable exceptions and laws. 

For this reason, travelers should avoid waiting until after departure if they know their plans have 
changed. 

Tips for Changing Your Delta Flight 
Before you Change flight delta, compare several replacement flights. A different departure time 
or date may have a lower fare difference. 

Also check your ticket type, review the final price, and confirm the new travel dates carefully. If 
your plans are uncertain, understanding the flexibility of your fare before making changes can 
help prevent unnecessary costs. 

Final Thoughts 
The Delta Flight Change policy gives travelers several ways to modify their itinerary, but the 
rules depend on ticket type, travel origin, destination, and other factors. Many eligible Classic 



and Extra tickets originating in the U.S. and Canada can be changed without a change fee, 
although fare differences may apply. 
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