Small residential driveways are the unsung pieces of urban design. They carry your car, frame the front of your house,
manage stormwater, and set the tone for curb appeal. In London, Ontario, the driveway also lives through real winters,
spring thaws, summer heat, and the grind of weekly snow shovels. Good concrete here is never an accident, it is the sum
of planning, mix design, placement, finishing, and care. Done well, a small driveway looks crisp for decades and behaves
even better than it looks.

The small-lot reality in London

Many neighbourhoods in London were laid out before wide side yards and generous turning radii became the norm. Old
North, Old South, and pockets around Wortley and Woodfield often have narrow lots, mature trees, and tight access
between houses. Even newer subdivisions in the northwest frequently package lots with a single car driveway that flares
near the garage. In all of these places, the same truths apply. A small driveway demands precise grading, careful forming,
and finishing that respects freeze-thaw. It also benefits from custom concrete work, light design details that make the
surface look intentional rather than merely poured.

Homeowners searching for concrete driveways London Ontario often picture a simple grey slab. That can work, but a
few smart choices in layout and finish can change the whole street view. A scored border, a salt-resistant broom finish, an
exposed aggregate band near the apron, or a soft curve that slips around a garden bed can lift the project without bloating
the price.

Start with what the site gives you

I walk the property with a level and a stick, then I listen. Where does the downspout go, where does meltwater linger in
April, where are roots pressing from the neighbor’s maple? Tight sites reward this kind of patient reconnaissance. You
want at least a 2 percent fall away from the garage, ideally closer to 3 percent if you have the room, so water does not
drift back toward the threshold. If the driveway slopes to the street, that is straightforward. If it slopes toward the house,
you may need a trench drain at the garage, which pushes the job into proper drainage planning and sometimes electrical
if you want heat trace to avoid winter ice dams.

On older streets, curbs and municipal sidewalks introduce other constraints. If you plan to change the curb cut or expand
a residential driveway London Ontario rules may require permits and inspections. It pays to call before you sawcut public
concrete or adjust a boulevard.

Trees matter more than most people think. The City of London canopy is a gift in summer, but roots can heave concrete.
I have seen a 40 millimeter lift across a joint in five years where a Norway maple was hunting for moisture. On small
driveways, plan joint lines where you expect stress, and consider air spade root pruning with an arborist if a major root is
pushing under your base. It is cheaper than rebuilding.

The shape is part of the structure

Form lines are not only aesthetic. A gentle radius at the apron reduces corner spalling from turning in. A 150 to 200
millimeter border with a contrasting texture thickens the edge visually and gives you a place to hide sawcut joints. On
narrow lots, a slight flare near the garage door makes daily parking easier and reduces tire scuffing along the edges. With
custom concrete work, shaping becomes a structural ally, not just decoration.

I tend to keep small driveways between 100 and 125 millimeters thick, thickening to 150 millimeters at the apron and
across utility crossings where a service truck might roll. That extra 25 millimeters of concrete costs less than patching a
cracked approach later. The thickness should tie into your joint pattern. I like no panel larger than 3 meters in any
direction on a small slab, smaller if you have odd geometry.

Subgrade and base preparation, the quiet foundation

Concrete does not forgive poor prep in Southwestern Ontario. The native soils around London alternate between clayey
tills and pockets of sandy loam. Clay holds water, then expands and contracts with freeze-thaw. Sandy lenses can drain
too quickly and leave voids if you do not compact properly. On a small driveway, | remove organic material completely,
then proof roll with a plate compactor until the subgrade is firm under foot. If it pumps or shoves, you are not ready.

I am comfortable with 100 to 150 millimeters of compacted Granular A or 19 mm clear stone depending on drainage
goals. Clear stone does not compact in the same way;, it locks, so you need a firm subgrade to support it. When I expect



heavy rains or downspout discharge, I will pitch the base to a French drain or a daylight outlet where possible. Geotextile
is cheap insurance when you are bridging clay and want to separate the base from fines migration. On a tiny site, the
difference between one and two lifts of compaction shows up immediately in how the edges resist settlement.

Mix design for London winters

Freeze-thaw destroys marginal concrete. For residential driveways here, I prefer a 32 MPa air-entrained mix, with air
content in the 5 to 8 percent range. The air entrainment provides micro voids where freezing water can expand, reducing
surface scaling. Fibers can help with shrinkage control and impact resistance on small slabs, especially near edges that
see point loads from tires turning at low speed. They do not replace steel if you need real load transfer, but for many
small driveways they lower the risk of early plastic shrinkage cracks.

Water-cement ratio matters more than the nominal strength on the ticket. Keep it tight, ideally at or below 0.45. If the
crew is tempted to add water to loosen the mix, use a plasticizer instead. I have measured a full strength loss and visible
scaling within two winters where convenience water was added at the truck and again at the site. It is not worth it.

Colored concrete can be integral or topical. Integral color through the mix is more forgiving for future repairs, but it
demands tight quality control on batch consistency. Topical stains open up design options later, yet they need a substrate
that was cured well and not overworked at the surface. For small projects, subtle tones that echo the brick or siding tend
to age better than fashion colors.

Reinforcement decisions that suit the scale

Rebar and welded wire mesh raise costs and install time, but they control crack widths and add confidence at aprons,
turns, and joints. On a small driveway, I often install 10M bars at 450 millimeter centers each way, with extra steel at the
apron, or [ use a basket of dowels at joints that need load transfer. If access is so tight that moving mats is painful, macro
synthetic fibers become attractive. They do not replace a doweled joint, yet they help the slab act together during micro
movements.

Ensure the steel sits in the top third of the slab, not on the soil. Chairs or dobies are cheap. Pulling mesh with hooks while
placing concrete almost always leaves sections sagged to the bottom.

Jointing and crack control

Concrete wants to crack, so plan the where and the when. Sawcuts should go in early, often within 6 to 12 hours
depending on weather and mix. Depth at least one quarter of slab thickness. In small drives with borders, hide control
joints in the transition between the field and the band. Against brick garages, use a bond breaker and a soft joint with
backer rod and sealant so the garage wall and the driveway do not fight each other.

Construction joints are often unavoidable on tight sites when you pour in sections. Doweling across them with epoxy
coated bars, 300 millimeters long at 450 to 600 millimeter spacing, helps share loads. If you plan a decorative stamp or



exposed aggregate band, time the sawcuts to preserve the look rather than running a saw line through a motif.

Finishes that perform and please

A broom finish is still the workhorse https://lukasmngh376.raidersfanteamshop.com/completed-concrete-projects-
canada-coastal-to-prairie-designs for concrete driveways London. For our winters, a light to medium broom run
perpendicular to traffic gives traction without creating grooves that hold water. I like to edge driveways with a 10
millimeter radius tool to reduce chipping. If you want something more upscale, exposed aggregate works well as a border
or at the apron. It hides tire marks and salt residue better than smooth cement paste, and with the right pea stone it ties in
with local brick.

Stamped patterns look handsome when scaled sensibly. On a small driveway, choose a restrained texture, maybe an
ashler slate field with a plain broomed tire path for function. Heavily embossed, deep grout-line stamps can trap ice.
Smart custom concrete work blends two textures for grip and visual interest without compromising winter performance.

Sealers come later, and not all are equal. Film forming sealers create gloss and can be slippery if overapplied, penetrating
silane or siloxane sealers add salt resistance without changing the look as much. For high exposure to de-icing salts, a
penetrating sealer applied after the first month and again after the first winter pays back.

Water goes where you tell it

If you ignore drainage, London’s freeze-thaw cycle will remind you. A 2 to 3 percent slope is the baseline. Where the
slab meets the municipal sidewalk, check that water does not pond in the boulevard. On small drives crowded by
neighboring grades, I have installed narrow trench drains tied into legal outlets. Do not send water into a neighbor’s yard.
Tie in downspouts with solid pipe and cleanouts where practical. In older cores, sometimes the smart move is to preserve
a gravel shoulder along one edge to absorb splash and protect flower beds from runoff.

Logistics of tight sites

Not every supplier wants to send a full-size ready-mix truck into a laneway that barely clears the eaves. For concrete
driveways London Ontario with limited access, mini mix trucks are worth the premium. They reduce damage to
boulevards, and they can stage closer to the forms, which matters if you are placing a surface that cannot handle long
delays between loads. Hand buggies and compact power buggies help, but they beat up base edges if you are not careful.
Protect the subgrade and never run a heavy buggy along the same track repeatedly without extra support.

Neighbors appreciate notice. If you block a shared lane, set cones and talk to people two days before the pour. On one
Wellington Road side street, a delivery truck tried to squeeze past while we were finishing the apron. The vibrations
rippled the last meter of broom finish and forced a surface grind and reseal later. Fifteen minutes of door knocking would
have saved a day of remedial work.

Costs you can actually use
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Budgets vary with access, finish, and size. As a broad range in London and surrounding area, a simple broom-finished
concrete driveway might fall roughly between 16 and 25 dollars per square foot, all in. Add borders, exposed aggregate,
and colored integrals, and you can land between 25 and 40 dollars per square foot. Tight access, heavy excavation,
complex drainage, and winter conditions push numbers higher. These are working ranges, not quotes, and materials
pricing shifts seasonally.

What moves the needle most on small drives is minimum load fees from suppliers, disposal of old concrete or asphalt,
and restoration of boulevards or lawns. When you get estimates, ask whether permit fees, sawcutting, and curb work are
included. Good concrete installation services will itemize those details so you do not have a surprise on the final bill.

Timing and seasonality

The best months to place driveways here are late spring through early fall, when nighttime temperatures stay above 5
degrees Celsius. You can pour outside that window with blankets, accelerators, and planning, but cold weather placement
brings risks. I will pour in November if the forecast cooperates and we can cure with insulated blankets for at least three
days. I avoid late-season decorative finishes that require surface retarders when frost threatens overnight.

Curing is not optional. A 7 day wet cure or a curing compound applied immediately after finishing slows evaporation and
builds surface strength. On windy July afternoons, I use an evaporation retarder between bull floats to prevent surface
crusting and plastic shrinkage cracks. People remember the finish. They rarely remember the curing, but the curing is
why the finish still looks good at year ten.

What the placement day looks like

¢ Final base check and form inspection, including elevations, slopes, and rebar positioning. Utilities located and
protected.

e Truck arrival and slump verification, with adjustments by admixtures rather than water. Place the concrete
promptly, vibrate at edges and around steel, screed to established rails.

o Bull float to bring up paste, set edges, and install any integral color hardener if specified. Keep bleed water out of
the finish layer.

¢ Finish to the chosen texture, broom or patterned, with timing that respects set and temperature. Sawcut or tool
joints at planned locations as soon as the concrete can support it.

e Apply curing compound or commence wet cure, protect from rain and foot traffic, and secure the site until the slab
reaches initial strength.

Aftercare that extends the life

Keep cars off the new slab for at least 7 days, longer in cool weather. I tell clients two weeks if they can manage it. Do
not use de-icing salts the first winter. Sand works for traction without chemical attack. Clean spills early, especially oil
and fertilizers that can stain or etch. Reseal exposed aggregate every two to three years if you want it to keep its sparkle
and resistance to salt ingress. If a hairline crack appears, leave it alone unless it opens beyond the width of a toonie. Then
a flexible polyurethane crack sealant can keep water out and prevent seasonal widening.

Snow removal habits matter. Metal shovels with sharp edges can scar decorative finishes. A plastic edge or a snow
blower with skids set a touch high saves the surface. If you see a white, dusty film in spring, that is often salt residue. A
gentle wash with a neutral cleaner helps. Do not pressure wash at full force near edges. That can expose aggregate
prematurely.

Common mistakes on small driveways

Ignoring drainage and thresholds, which leads to ponding at the garage and frost jacking.

Overworking the surface when bleed water is present, which traps water and produces scaling after the first winter.
Skipping joints or placing them too wide apart, guaranteeing random cracks where you least want them.

Pouring against brick or wood without a bond break, causing binding and spalling at the interface.

Using de-icing salts too soon, or relying on aggressive chloride products every winter without sealing.

Two quick case notes



A bungalow in Old South had a narrow, 3 meter by 8 meter drive that lifted at the street each spring. The boulevard tilted
just enough to trap water along the apron. We excavated an extra 150 millimeters in the first meter, installed a 19 mm
clear stone pocket with a perforated stub to daylight behind the curb, and thickened the apron to 150 millimeters with
dowels across a controlled joint. A simple exposed aggregate border softened the look. Four winters on, the apron is level
and the homeowner reports no icing.

In the northwest, a new build with a steep approach was chewing the bottom of cars at the municipal sidewalk. We
regraded the first 2.5 meters, introduced a gentle S curve elevation change, and used a medium broom finish with a
smooth troweled track where the tires cross the break point, disguised as a decorative band. It looks tailored, and the two
families who share the driveway no longer scrape in February when the snow pack thins to ridges.

When concrete is not the best choice

It is rare, but there are times. On a lot choked with utilities that cannot be rerouted, or where tree roots define the grade
and protection zones, a permeable paver system can flex with minor movements and provide infiltration that concrete
cannot. Gravel with stabilized fines can serve a cottage-like lane where bylaw allows it and maintenance is acceptable.
Still, for most urban homes in London, concrete remains the pragmatic, durable, and cost effective surface.

Coordinating with your contractor

Clear scope avoids friction. A reputable provider of concrete installation services will measure, stake, and show you
elevations before a shovel hits the ground. They will talk about mixes, joints, reinforcement, and curing in plain
language. On small projects, details are the budget. Ask how they will protect lawn edges, what their plan is for
residential driveway london ontario sawcuts if rain starts, and who is responsible for boulevard restoration. If decorative
work is part of the plan, ask to see physical samples in sun and shade, not only photos.

When you look around for concrete driveways London, focus less on glamor shots and more on examples that have aged
at least five years. Surfaces that still look tight around joints, crisp at edges, and free from widespread scaling tell you
more about a contractor than any perfect day photo.

Bringing it all together

A small driveway has no room for weak links. You read every decision in the finished slab, from subgrade to sealer.
Shape that suits the lot, base that will not move, a mix that laughs at freeze-thaw, joints that direct stress, and finishes that
respect winter. Add a little custom concrete work where it earns its keep, a border that protects edges, a drain where
water wants to pause, a texture that grips when January turns glassy. That is how concrete driveways London Ontario
stand the test of time and still greet you with a tidy, confident face each day.

For homeowners planning a residential driveway London Ontario projects benefit from clarity early on. Share photos of

how snow drifts on your lot, mention where the sun lingers late in March, measure your car’s turning sweep. The better
the plan, the easier the day of the pour, and the nicer the driveway at year twelve, not just day one.

NAP

Business Name: Ferrari Concrete

Address: 5606 Westdel Bourne, London, ON N6P 1P3, Canada

Plus Code: VM9J+GF London, Ontario, Canada


http://query.nytimes.com/search/sitesearch/?action=click&contentCollection&region=TopBar&WT.nav=searchWidget&module=SearchSubmit&pgtype=Homepage#/residential%20driveway%20london%20ontario

Phone: (519) 652-0483

Website: https://www.ferrariconcrete.com/

Email: info@ferrariconcrete.com

Hours:

Monday: 8:00 am - 6:00 pm
Tuesday: 8:00 am - 6:00 pm
Wednesday: 8:00 am - 6:00 pm
Thursday: 8:00 am - 6:00 pm
Friday: 8:00 am - 6:00 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Sunday: [Not listed — please confirm]

Google Maps (long URL): https://www.google.com/maps/search/?
api=1&query=Ferrari%20Concrete%2C%205606%20Westdel%20Bourne%2C%20London%2C%200N%20N6P%201P3

Map Embed (iframe):


https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Ferrari%20Concrete%2C%205606%20Westdel%20Bourne%2C%20London%2C%20ON%20N6P%201P3
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Ferrari%20Concrete%2C%205606%20Westdel%20Bourne%2C%20London%2C%20ON%20N6P%201P3

Logo URL: https://www.ferrariconcrete.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/423 A0786-F561-4AC7-B20A-
DE2D6DSA155A.png

Social Profiles:
Facebook
Instagram
YouTube

X (Twitter)

SoundCloud

Major Citations:
BBB
YellowPages

Houzz

Yelp


https://www.ferrariconcrete.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/423A0786-F561-4AC7-B20A-DF2D6D5A155A.png
https://www.ferrariconcrete.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/423A0786-F561-4AC7-B20A-DF2D6D5A155A.png
https://www.facebook.com/ferrariconcreteltd/
https://www.instagram.com/ferrari_concrete_ltd/
https://www.youtube.com/@FerrariConcrete
https://x.com/F_ConcreteON
https://soundcloud.com/ferrari-concrete
https://www.bbb.org/ca/on/london/profile/concrete-contractors/ferrari-concrete-0187-17640
https://www.yellowpages.ca/bus/Ontario/London/Ferrari-Concrete/7194363.html
https://www.houzz.com/professionals/stone-pavers-and-concrete/ferrari-concrete-ltd-pfvwus-pf~1990809252
https://www.yelp.ca/biz/ferrari-concrete-london-2

Explore this content with Al:

() ChatGPT Q Perplexity & Claude ) Google Al Mode & Grok

Ferrari Concrete is a family-owned concrete contractor serving London, Ontario with residential, commercial, and
industrial concrete work.

Ferrari Concrete provides plain, coloured, stamped, and exposed aggregate concrete for driveways, patios, porches, pool
decks, sidewalks, curbing, and garage floors.

Ferrari Concrete operates from 5606 Westdel Bourne, London, ON N6P 1P3, Canada (Plus Code: VM9J+GF) and can be
reached at 519-652-0483 for project consultations.

Ferrari Concrete serves the London area and nearby communities such as Lambeth, St. Thomas, and Strathroy for
concrete installations and upgrades.

Ferrari Concrete offers commercial concrete services for parking lots, curbs, sidewalks, driveways, and other site
concrete needs for facilities and workplaces.

Ferrari Concrete includes decorative concrete options that can help homeowners match finishes and patterns to the look
of their property.

Ferrari Concrete provides HydroVac services (Ferrari HydroVac) for projects where hydrovac excavation support may be
a fit.

Ferrari Concrete can be found on Google Maps here: https://www.google.com/maps/search/?
api=1&query=Ferrari%20Concrete%2C%205606%20Westdel%20Bourne%2C%20London%2C%200N%20N6P%201P3

Popular Questions About Ferrari Concrete

What services does Ferrari Concrete offer in London, Ontario?

Ferrari Concrete provides a range of concrete services, including residential and commercial concrete work such as
driveways, patios, porches, pool decks, sidewalks, curbing, and garage floors, with finish options like plain, coloured,
stamped, and exposed aggregate.

Does Ferrari Concrete install stamped or coloured concrete?

Yes—Ferrari Concrete offers decorative finishes such as stamped and coloured concrete. Availability can depend on
scheduling, season, and the specific pattern/colour selection, so it’s best to confirm details during an estimate.

Do you handle both residential and commercial concrete projects?
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Ferrari Concrete works on residential projects (like driveways and patios) as well as commercial/industrial concrete
needs (such as curbs, sidewalks, and parking-area concrete). Project scope and site requirements typically determine the
best approach.

What areas does Ferrari Concrete serve around London?

Ferrari Concrete serves London, ON and surrounding communities. If your project is outside the city core, it’s a good
idea to confirm travel/service availability when requesting a quote.

How does pricing usually work for a concrete project?

Concrete project costs typically depend on size, site access, base preparation, thickness/reinforcement needs, drainage
considerations, and finish choices (for example stamped vs. plain). An on-site assessment is usually the fastest way to get
an accurate estimate.

What are Ferrari Concrete’s business hours?

Hours listed are Monday through Saturday from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm. Sunday hours are not listed, so it’s best to call
ahead if you need a weekend appointment outside those times.

How do I contact Ferrari Concrete for an estimate?

Call (519).652-0483 or email info@ferrariconcrete.com to request an estimate. You can also connect on Facebook,
Instagram, and YouTube. Website: https://www.ferrariconcrete.com/

Landmarks Near London, ON

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete contractor services. If you’re
looking for concrete contracting in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Budweiser Gardens.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers residential and commercial concrete work. If
you’re looking for concrete contractor help in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Victoria Park.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides decorative concrete options like stamped
and coloured finishes. If you’re looking for decorative concrete in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Covent
Garden Market.
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Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers concrete services for driveways, patios, and
walkways. If you’re looking for concrete installation in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Western University.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete contractor services for homes and
businesses. If you’re looking for a concrete contractor in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Fanshawe College.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers concrete work for curbs, sidewalks, and other
flatwork needs. If you’re looking for concrete flatwork in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Masonville Place.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete services for outdoor spaces like
patios and pool decks. If you’re looking for patio or pool-deck concrete in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near
Springbank Park.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers concrete contracting for residential upgrades
and new installs. If you’re looking for residential concrete in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Storybook
Gardens.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete contractor services for commercial
and industrial sites. If you’re looking for commercial concrete in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near White Oaks
Mall.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers concrete work that supports long-term
durability. If you’re looking for a concrete contractor in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Museum London.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete contractor services for properties
across the city. If you’re looking for concrete services in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near The Grand Theatre.
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